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ANNUAL  REPORT 


STATE   SUPERHTEIDENT 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 


FOR  THE  TEAR  1855. 


REPORT. 


TO  THE  SENATB  AND  GEXEFwAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY: 

As  required  by  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  my 
report,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the  common  schools  of  the 
state  for  the  year  ending  December  loth,  1855. 

A  retrospective  view  of  the  educational  movements  during 
the  year  just  closed,  to  which  by  the  rapid  flight  of  time  our 
attention  is  again  called,  awakens  in  ray  mind,  as  I  am  confi- 
dent it  will  in  yours,  emotions  of  great  joy,  that  an  institution 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  state  exhibits  such  cheering  evidences  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, and  has  been  sustained  with  so  much  interest  and  liberali- 
ty on  the  part  of  the  people. 

An  abstract  of  the  returns  received  at  this  office  exhibits 
the  following  results  as  to  the  operations  of  the  public  schools 
for  the  year  ending  December  loth,  1855. 

The  whole  number  of  cities  and  townships  in  the  state  is 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  leaving  twenty-six  that  have  not  made  the  report 
required  by  law. 

Those  that  have  not  reported  are  MuUica,  in  Atlantic  coun- 
ty, Lodi,  in  Bergen,  Medford,  Springfield,  Washington  and 
Willingboro,  in  Burlington,  Winslow,  in  Camden,  Hopewell, 
in  Cumberland,  Bloomfield  and  Clinton,  in  Essex,  Harrison 
and  Hudson,  in  Hudson,  Clinton,  in  East  Amwell,  Franklin, 


Lebanon  and  Tewksbury,  in  Hunterdon,  Monroe,  in[Middlesex, 
Shrewsbury,  in  Monmouth,  Pittsgrove  and  Salem,  in  Salem, 
Walpack,  in  Sussex,  and  Belvidere,  Blairstown,*Hackettstown 
and  Washington,  in  Warren. 

The  whole  number  of  scoool  districts  in  the  state  is  fourteen 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  being  an  increase  of  three^during 
the  year. 

The  number  of  children  residing  in  the  state  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  as  ascertained  from  the  reports 
of  the  district  trustees  to  the  town  superintendents  is  173,014, 
being  an  increase  of  4,983  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  children  reported  as  attending  school 
the   whole    year    (allowance  being  made  for  the  • 
usual  vacations)  is         .         .         ,         .         '  29,110 

Number  attending  nine  months  but  less  than  twelve  j  27,655 
(f  "  six         *•  "  nine        27,205 

"  «  three      "     and  less  29,307 

"  "  over  the  age  of  eigteen  years  1,646 


Making  the  whole  number  of  children  that  have  at- 
tended the  public  schools  during  the  year         .         114,923 
Being  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  9,883 
The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  to 
school  purposes  during  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 1855 •  $475,168  64 

Raised  by  tax,  as  reported       .         $256,254  54 
''              "      for  building,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school  houses  90,439  67 

Received  from  the  state,  as  reported  88,177  13 
"        from  other  sources  speci- 
fied in  the  returns        .         .  38,393  54 

Received  from  sources  not  stated  1,903  76 


The  last  item  of  1,903  76  is  taken  from  the  last  reports  of 


those  townships  from  which  this  year  (or  indeed  for  many 
years)  no  report  has  been  received,  and  in  which  the  source 
■whence  it  was  derived  is  not  stated,  though  it  is  believed  to 
be  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  from  taxes. 

The  amount  reported  as  received  from  the  state,  exceeds 
the  state  appropriation  S8,177  13.  This  excess  is  occa- 
sioned by  blending  with  the  state  appropriation,  in  some 
of  the  township  reports  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue 
appropriated  by  the  counties  for  the  support  of  schools,  and 
from  which  it  is  evidently  derived. 

The  items  composing  the  amount  of  money  raised  and  ap- 
propriated to  school  purposes  for  the  year  ending  jDecember 
1855,  will  appear  as  follows  : 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,        .      $258,158  30 
"  "   building,  repairing  and  furnishing 

school  houses, 90,439  67 

State  appropriation, 80,000  00-' 

From  other  sources,  being  chiefly  the  interest  on 
the  surplus,  revenue  appropriated  by  the^town- 
ships  for  the  support  of  schools,        .         .  46,570  67 


Making  a  total  of [$475,168\64 

Being  an  increase  in  the  amount  oi  money ^^ raised  and  ap- 
propriated to  school  purposes  over  the  preceding  year  of 
$86,596  78,  a  greater  increase  than  has  been  exhibited  in  any 
former  year. 

From  the  statistics  herewith  presented,  as  well  as  from  ex- 
tensive personal  observation  and  other  sources.  I  have  de- 
rived much  valuable  information  respectmg  our  schools  and 
the  school  system,  which  though  incapable  of  ^being  repre- 
sented in  figures,  is  no  less  satisfactory,  as  illustrating  the 
rapid  progress  of  common  school  education  in  New  Jersey 
during  the  past  year. 

Since  my  last  report  was  made  tojhe  Legislature,  much  has 
been  done  to  reduce  to  practice  the  plans  and  suggestions  for 
improving  the  schools. 
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The  work  of  preparation  has  been  performed.  The  im- 
provements demanded  by  the  progress  of  society  have  been 
adopted,  and  the  incipient  measures  taken  to  effect  the  ne- 
cessary changes. 

After  a  careful  survey  of  the  whole  field,  it  may  with  truth 
be  said  that  there  never  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
sta.te  when  the  public  school  was  so  highiy  prized  as  now. 
"  Never  was  there  a  time  when  so  many  capable  and  faithful 
teachers  were  in  the  field.  Never  a  time  when  the  people 
appreciated  so  highly  the  importance  and  value  of  general 
education.  Never  a  time  when  they  were  so  well  prepared 
for  liberal  and  enlightened  legislative  action  on  the  subject." 


THE    STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

In  connection  with  other  evidences  of  increased  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education,  and  the  means  of  improving  the  schools 
in  order  to  meet  the  just  demands  of  the  people,  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  allude  to  the  action  of  the  legislature  at  its  last 
session. 

At  that  session,  an  act  was  passed  "establishing  a  State. 
Normal  School  for  the  training  and  education  of  teachers,"  a 
board  of  trustees  was  appointed  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
institution,  and  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  annlially,  for 
five  years,  was  appropriated  to  its  support. 

By  that  act,  no.  provision  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  the  institution,  or  the  erection  of  the  buildings  necessary 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  school,  but,  as  if  to  test  the  value 
of  such  legislation  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people  in  their  es- 
timate of  its  importance  to  promote  the  cause  of  common  school 
education,  left  it  for  them  to  supply,  by  their  own  voluntary 
action,  the  means  for  which  no  provision  had  been  made  by  the 
legislature. 

After  the  organization  of  the  board  of  trustees,  the  liberality 


of  the  people  was  invoked  to  furnish  a  site  for  the  institution, 
and  the  means  for  its  'erection. 

This  appeal  met  with  a  warm  and  generous  response.  The 
public  mind  seemed  everywhere  alive  to  the  infiportance  of  the 
work,  and  evinced,  by  the  generous  offers  of  money,  land,  and 
other  facilities,  a  strong  and  laudable  desire  to  carry  out  the 
beneficent  design  of  the  legislature. 

New  Brunswick,  Beverly,  Orange,  Trenton,  and  other  places 
made  the  most  liberal  and  munificent  offers,  and  entered  into 
the  most  lively,  but  honorable,  competition  to  secure  the  loca- 
tion. 

After  careful  deliberation,  the  trustees,  "with  great  unanimity, 
located  the  "Normal  School"  at  Trenton,  where,  by  the  lib- 
erality of  the  citizens,  a  large  and  commodious  building,  after 
a  plan  carefully  prepared  by  the  trustees,  has  been  erected. 

The  nascent  germ  so  generously  planted  in  our  midst,  it  is 
fondly  hoped  will  long  continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of 
the  legislature  and  the  people,  until  rising  in  growth  and  gran- 
deur it  shall  become  not  only  the  pride  and  ornament  of  the 
state  but  an  efficient  instrument  in  imparting  increased  efficiency 
to  our  system  of  common  school  instruction,  and  in  increasing 
and  diffusing  the  blessings  of  general  education. 

Schools  for  the  training  and  education  of  teachers  in  the  art 
of  "  instructing  and  governing  the  common  schools,"  are  now 
considered  an  indispensable  feature  of  our  common  school  sys- 
tem, and  in  the  influence  they  exert  in  giving  correct  views  on 
the  subject  of  education,  the  impulse  they  give  to  improved 
methods  of  instruction,  as  well  as  in  furnishing  the  best  in- 
structors, are  justly  regarded  as  the  most  important  of  all  the 
agencies  employed  in  promoting  the  cause  of  public  education. 

Wherever  such  schools  have  been  established  under  favor- 
able auspices,  this  has  been  the  uniform  result.  The  conclu- 
sion, therefore,  is,  that  permanent  institutions  of  this  class,  with 
competent  instructors  and  appliances  provided  by  the  state,  are 
demanded  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  perfect  system. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  no  state  in  our  union,  nor  natioa 


of  the  old  world,  has  perfected  its  system  of  public  instruction 
"without  schools  for  "  the  training  and  education  of  teachers," 
established  and  sustained  by  public  authority  ;  and  it  is  no  less 
lemarkable  that  with  nearly  three  hundred  such  schools  now 
in  successful  operation  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  there  is 
not  on  record  a  single  instance,  where  the  experiment  has  been 
tried  under  liberal  legislative  patronage,  of  the  abandonment  of 
this  agency  in  providing  good  teachers  for  the  public  schools. 

Whether  we  look  to  Prussia,  in  the  old  world,  in  which  the 
system  has  been  tried  for  more  than  a  century,  or  to  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Michigan,  and 
other  states  in  the  United  States  in  which  it  has  been  more  re- 
cently adopted,  the  "Normal  School"  exhibits  the  same  un- 
varying success. 

With  these  evidences  before  us,  the  act  of  February  ninth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  establishing  a  "Normal  School" 
in  this  state,  must  be  regarded  not  only  as  a  wise  and  liberal 
system  of  policy,  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our 
government  and  the  character  of  our  republican  institutions, 
but  as  marking  an  important  era  of  educational  progress  in  New 
Jersey. 

I  rejoice  in  the  establishment  of  the  institution  on  such  a  lib- 
eral basis,  and  wish  for  it  a  boundless  and  continuous  suc- 
cess. 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  institution  in  its  organiza- 
tion and  progress,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 


THE  ACT    TO     REVISE      THE     SCHOOL    LAWS    OF    THE     STATE,    TO 
EXTEND  AND  CODIFY  THE  SAME. 

This  enactment  is  also  a  movement  in  the  right  direction,  is 
generally  approved  by  the  people,  and  the  interest  every- 
where n)anifested  on  the  subject,  indicates  that  public  sentiment 
has  undergone  a  radical  change,  on  the  subject  of  popular  educa- 


tion,  and  demands,  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  progressive 
people,  such  additional  legislation,  as  will  secure  the  adoption 
of  a  more  uniform  and  «ifficient  system  of  common  school  ed- 
ucation. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  this  act  have  devoted 
themselves  to  the  work  assigned  them,  and  will  report  at  an 
early  day,  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

The  report  (I  am  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  board), 
will  be  accompanied  with  a  bill,  which  proposes  to  establish 
throughout  the  state,  a  uniform  system  of  free  schools,  on  a 
permanent  and  equitable  basis. 

The  prominent  features  of  the  bill,  are  increased  efficiency 
in  its  general  supervision,  increased  qualifications  on  the  part 
of  teachers,  and  increased  means  of  support  for  the  schpols, — 
the  essential  requisites  of  an  efficient  school  law. 

The  law  at  present  in  force,  has  accomplished  much  for  the 
cause  of  education,  and  was  a  great  improvement  on  that  which 
preceded  it. 

It  has  realized  the  expectations  of  its  founders.  But  expe- 
rience has  shown,  that  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  progres- 
sive spirit  of  the  age,  more  is  now  required  pf  the  public 
schools,  and  it  is  believed  the  period  has  even  how  ari-ived, 
when  another  effective  interposition  of  legislativa^authority,  is 
demanded  in  favor  of  our  own  noble  system  of  common 
schools. 

No  subject  of  so  much  importance  as  providing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children,  will  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of 
the  legislature,  and  the  forms,  the  agents,  and  the  means,  by 
which  this  object  is  to  be  accomplished,  are  each  and  all  of 
them  important. 

There  are,  as  we  have  seen,  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
thousand  children,  of  legal  age,  residing  in  the  state;  of  this 
number,  it  is  estimated  twenty  thousand  are  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  our  colleges,  academies,  and  private  schools,  leaving 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand,  who,  if  educated  at  al  1 
arc  to  be  educated  in  our  public  schools. 
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In  view  of  the  important  interests  involved,  the  question 
arises,  are  the  schools  of  the  state  the  great  instrumentality 
on  which  we  depend  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  all 
classes  of  society,  calculated  to  fulfil  the  great  object  of  their 
institution,  in  imparting  to  every  child  within  the  limits  of  the 
state,  rich  or  poor,  that  generous  and  complete  education 
which  it  is  the  great  object  of  the  system  to  impart. 

No  one  is  prepared  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  this 
question.  All  admit  that  on  our  schools,  more  than  on  any 
thing  else,  depends  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
state.  All  rejoice  in  the  success  they  have  already  attained. 
All  regard  it  as  an  object  of  primary  importance  to  give  to  our 
school  system,  such  form  as  will  secure  in  its  operation,  the 
greatest  success. 

"  We  should  be  careful  to  retain  in  our  school  law,  whatever 
experience  has  shown  to  be  valuable,  avoiding  its  defects,  and 
adding  to  it,  whatever  is  calculated  to  increase  its  efficiency. 

We  should  carefully  examine  the  effect  of  what  has  already 
been  done,  in  order  to  determine  what  it  is  our  duty  to  do. 
We  should  avoid  all  temporary  expedients,  and  adopt  such 
only,  as  are  calculated  to  produce  lasting  benefit." 

Regarding  the  education  of  the  whole  people,  as  the  grand 
design  of  our  educational  system,  and  that  it  is  the  undoubted 
right  and  bounden  duty  of  the  state,  in  accordance  with  a  wise 
and  liberal  system  of  policy,  (by  which  property,  life,  and  the 
peace  of  society  is  secured,)  to  provide  for  this  object.  The 
property  of  the  state  should  be  taxed  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  state. 

Much  has  been  done  in  New  Jersey  by  her  legislation,  to 
promote  the  cause  of  education.  A  more  liberal  provision  for 
the  support  of  schools,  increased  efficiency  in  their  supervision 
with  the  other  means  already  adopted,  will,  it  is  believed,  do 
much  to  give  to  the  schools  of  the  stat€,  a  higher  standard  of 
excellence  than  they  have  already  attained. 
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Impressed  vrith  the  importance  of  these  considerations,  and 
believing  that  the  time  has  come  to  extend  our  educational  re- 
sources, I  recommend  the  subject  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  the  legislature. 


TEACHERS      INSTITUTES. 

Institutes  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  the  counties  of 
Cumberland,  Essex,  Gloucester,  Hunterdon,  Mercer,  Mon- 
mouth, Morris,  Ocean,  Passaic,  Salem,  Somerset,  Sussex,  and 
Warren,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty-five  teachers. 

The  general  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  teachers'  institutes, 
in  their  operation  on  the  profession,  as  well  as  the  comtounity 
generally,  is  confirmed  by  another,  year's  experience. 

As  an  instrumentality  adapted  to  the  improvement  of  teach- 
ers, who  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  pecuniary  ability  to  at- 
tend the  normal  school,  it  is  of  great  value. 

Visible  improvement  is  observed  in  the  teachers  who  have 
attended  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt,  the  instruction  there  re- 
ceived, has  served  to  diffuse  among  them,  a  high  degree  of 
mental  activity  and  professional  feeling,  and  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  a  spirit  of  improvement,  as  well  as  more  enlarged 
and  liberal  views,  as  to  the  value  and  importance  of  general 
education,  have,  through  this  medium,  been  diffused  among  the- 
people,  that  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  highly  favorably 
results,  in  promoting  the  cause  of  education. 

The  wisdom  of  the  legislation  that  established  teachers'  in- 
stitutes in  New  Jersey,  has  been  fully  vindicated  ,and  I  ear- 
nestly hope,  that  as  a  part  of  our  system  of  public  instruction, 
they  will  continue  to  receive  the  continued  favor  and  patronage 
of  the  legislature. 
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WEBSTER  S   DICTIONARY. 

The  act  "  authorizing  and  directing  the  secretary  of  state 
and  state  superintendent  of  public  schools,  on  the  most  favora- 
ble terms  to  'purchase  for  the  use  of  our  common  schools 
Webster'  Unabridged  Dictionary,'.'  has,  as  far  as  the  demand 
for  the  work  required  been  complied  with. 

Seven  hundred  copies  of  the  Dictionary  have  been  purchased 
on  the  terms  named  in  the  act,  five  hundred  of  which  were 
received  and  distributed  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  two  hundred  last  ordered  are  daily  expected,  and 
for  which  applications  have  already  been  received.  More 
books  than  those  already  ordered  will  be  required  to  meet  the 
iJemands  of  the  schools. 

The  liberality  of  the  Legislature  in  furnishing  it  is  highly 
approved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  benefit  the  schools. 


SCHOOL  FUND. 

"The  amount  of  the  school  fund  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  was  four  hundred  and  thirteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents,  being  an  increase  during  the  year  of  ten  thousand  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

Having  considered  some  of  the  most  important  matters  con- 
nected with  our  schools,  and  the  means  which,  if  judiciously 
combined,  are  calculated  to  unfold  in  their  practical  operation, 
the  sublime  idea  of  our  educational  system,  which  under  the 
promise  and  blessing  of  God  diffusing  its  light  over  the  ordi- 
nary walks  of  life,  will  ever  be  the  surest  source  of  wealth, 
peace,  prosperity    and  happiness    of    the  whole  people,  this 
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report  is  submitted  in  the  confident  beHef  that  the  subject  will 
receive  at  your  hands  that  consideration  its  importance  demands. 

JOHN  H.  PHILLIPS, 

State  Superintendent. 

Office  or  the  State  Scperi.vmsdkkt  of  common  schoolt, 
Pennington,  January  15,  1856.- 
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REPORTS  OF  TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC    COUNTY. 

GALLOWAY    TOWNSHIP.  '   . 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  condition  of  schools  in  Galloway- 
has  esentially  altered  since  last  year.  But  not  having  seen 
any  report  of  last  year,  and  not  having  had  any  books,  papers 
or  memoranda,  placed  in  my  hands,  (this  being  the  first  year 
of  my  superintendency,)  I  am  unable  to  make  such  a  report  as 
true  state  and  condition  of  affairs  would  perhapsjustify. 

I  cannot  say  that  the  school  law  is  working  well  in  our 
township.  There  seems  to  be  objections  to  raising  school  money 
by  taxation,  chiefly  because  designing  teachers  manage  to  get 
employment,  and  thereby  entitle  themselves  to  the  public  mon- 
eys, and  many  parents  send  their  children  a  sufficient  number 
of  days  to  entitle  them  to  the  dividend,  and  no  longer. 

I  would  suggest,  that  the  law  be  so  altered  or  modified,  as 
to  require  a  township  to  raise  double  the  amount  of  money 
appropriated  by  the  state,  and  torequire  parents,  guardians, 
&c.  to  send  a  child  at  least  three  months  in  a  year,  to  be  entitled 
to  the  school  dividend. 

D.  S.  BLACKMAN, 

Superintendent. 
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HAMILTON. 

Together  with  the  statistical  table  of  the  condition  of  our 
schools,  I  will  briefly  add  :  Our  schools  are  in  about  the 
same  condition,  as  was  reported  last  year. 

There  seems,  however,  to  be  an  increasing  interest  felt  in 
the  cause  of  popular  education. 

At  the  last  spring  election,  two  dollars  per  scholar,  was  or- 
dered to  he  raised  (by  tax)  for  the  support  of  schools,  which 
amounts  (as  per  table)  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  six- 
teen dollars.  All  the  districts,  with  one  exception,  (that  be- 
ing destitute  of  a  school  house),  have  had  free  schools  from 
three  to  nine  months  of  the  year.  We  have  good  competent 
teachers,  all  legally  licensed.  Their  ability  and  government 
vary,  but  in  a  majority  of  cases,  the  order  observed  is  highly 
commendable. 

Terms  of  tuition  from  two  to  six  dollars  per  quarter.  Ex- 
aminers have  been  appointed  by  the  county.  There  is 
some  difficulty,  howe-^er.  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
school  law,  to  the  letter,  in  reference  to  licensing  teachers ;  as 
some  districts  do  not  pay  a  salary,  such  as  a  teacher,  fully 
competent  for  a  license  according  to  law  would 'demand,  there- 
fore, we  are  under  the  necessity  of  granting  special  licenses 
for  certain  localities. 

I  regret  to  say,  there  is  too  much  neglect  on  the  part  of 
trustees  to  visit  the  schools,  believing  it  to  be  a  great  encour- 
agement and  stimulus  to  teachers  and  scholars,  to  have  the 
trustees,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  parents  also,  to  visit  their 
schools  frequently.  And  it  is  hoped,  thai  ^  "eater  interest  will 
soon  be  manifested  in  these  respects. 

C.  E.  P.  MAYHEW. 
Superintendent. 
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BERGEN    COUNTY. 

FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 

The  books  mostly  used  in  the  schools  are  the  following  : 

Reading  and  spelling— Picket,  Cobb,  Webster,  Sanders* 
Series  and  Testament. 

Arithmetic — Willet,  Daboll,  Smith  and  Davies. 

Dictionary — Walker,  Daboll. 

Geography — Mitchell,  Paley,  Olney  and  Morse. 

Grammar — Kirkham  and  Smith. 

History — Parley,  Willard  and  Hale. 

Seven  of  the  school  houses  are  wood,  four  stone,  and  of  this 
number  but  four  have  play-grounds  attached  to  them.  They 
are  mostly  in  good  condition,  some  of  them  being  nearly  new. 

The  teachers  employed  in  the  township  are  mostly  compe- 
tent, with  few  exceptions.  W^here  cases  of  [incompetency 
have  been  discovered,  they  have  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the 
public  money  is  exhausted  upon  licensed  teachers  during^part 
of  the  year,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  is  occupied  by  un- 
licensed teachers  ;  because  they  can  be  obtained  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  From  this  arises  frequent  changes^of  teachers,  which  is 
believed  to  meliorate  greatly  against  the  interest  of  the  schools. 
A  remedy  for  this  evil  is  desirable,  and  should  be  applied  as 
speedily  as  possible,  if  it  is  desired  to  elevate  the  system  of 
teaching  into  an  honorable,  local  business.  .^Teachers  among 
us,  in  many  instances,  enter  the  district  on  horseback,  with 
horse  saddled  and. bridled,  ready  to  move  on  from  district  to 
district  almost  at  the  expiration  of  every  quarter. 

With  respect  to  the  present  method  of  licensing'teachers,  I 
have  a  remark  or  two  to  make  in  this  connection.  If  the  duty 
were  left  to  the  superintendent  and  trustees  of  each  township 
to  examine  and  license,  much  difficulty  might  be  prevented  in 
'the  management  of  schools.  The  teachers  are  subjected  to  a 
vast  amount  of  drudgery  in  this  respect,  being  'obliged  often 
to  travel  fifteen   or  twenty  miles,  three  or  four  times  over,  in 


order  to  obtain  the  requisite  examination  and  certificate  of 
licensure.  Much  expense  is  also  created  to  them  in  this  way 
often,  inasmuch  as  they  are  obliged  to  hire  the  means  of  con- 
veying them  back  and  forth.  And  sometimes  teachers  are 
induced  to  leave  a  district  destitute,  rather  than  encounter  this 
difficulty  and  expense  in  the  outset.  Is  this  as  it  might  be 
when  the  superintendent  could  do  equal  justice  to  the  examina- 
tion ?  Besides,  if  the  change  were  made,  it  would  be  an 
inducement  to  every  township  to  select  their  very  best  man 
for  superintendant.  But  I  wiil  not  pursue  this  point 
further,  since  it  is  hardly  possible  to  institute  a  code  of  laws 
which  would  not  exhibit  some  defects  in  the  execution. 

In  order  to  a  well  regulated  system  of  teaching,  the  teach- 
ers of  our  common  schools  should  be  well  educated.  This 
will  no  doubt  be  the  result  ultimately,  from  the  establishment 
of  Normal  schools  in  the  different  states.  They  should  be  fos- 
tered and  encouraged,  therefore,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
this. 

One  point  more  I  wish  to  touch  upon,  and  I  have  done  for 
the  present.  The  manner  in  which  the  public  money  is  ob- 
tained, does  not  answer  the  demands  of  the  schools.  The 
superintendent  is  unable  to  possess  himself  bf  the  public  money 
through  the  township  collector,  until  late  in  the  fall,  though 
a  part  of  it  at  least  ought  to  be  forthcoming  at  a  much  earlier 
date.  And  then  it  sometimes  happens  that  portions  of  it 
becomes  in  a  short  time  worthless  paper  in  his  hands.  This 
might  be  remedied  by  so  amending  the  law  as  to  allow  the 
town  superintendent  to  draw  the  money  immediately  through 
the  county  clerk,  and  receipt  him  for  the  same.  But  I  do  not 
wish  to  dictate. 

BARNABAS  V.  COLLINS, 

Superintendent. 

HACKENSACK. 

The  large  balance  (one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 


nine  dollars  and  two  cents)  at  the  commencement  of  the  school 
vear,  the  2d  of  April  last,  needs  to  be  explained. 

The  school  year  properly  begins  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
election  of  trustees,  at  which  time  the  superintendent  writes 
up  his  account  for  the  year,  brings  down  the  balances  due  the 
several  school  districts,  and  furnishes  to  the  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship an  abstract  of  the  same.  There  always  will  be  a  larger 
b  ilance  on  hand  then  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  year. 
The  sums  obtained  from  the  state  are  comparatively  small 
and  are  usually  received  in  July  and  November  ;  and  the  larger 
amount  derived  from  the  township,  is  received  during  the 
winter.  The  trustees  desiring  to  equalize  the  payments  to  the 
teachers  in  all  the  four  quarters,  and  seeing  that  but  a  very 
limited  amount  of  money  will  be  received  before  autumn,  hus- 
band their  resources  in  the  spring.  All  which  will  satis- 
factorily account  for  the  large  balance  in  April  last. 

The  first  suggestion  of  the  state  superintendent  relative  to 
filling  up  the  returns  has  been  complied  with.  Three  parts 
of  districts,  containing  in  the  aggregate  seventy-two  children, 
have  been  excluded  from  this  report,  and  only  one  union  dis- 
trict included.  In  one  district,  containing  sixty-seven  chil- 
dren, no  school  has  been  taught  for  more  than  a  year  past ; 
and  in  another  containing  seventy-three,  a  private  school  has 
been,  aud  still  is  maintained,  which  abstracts  about  one  half 
of  the  pupils  from  the  public  school  in  the  district.  The  num- 
ber that  has  attended  school  the  present  year  exceeds  that  of 
the  last. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  children  in  most  of  the  school 
districts  have  attended  school  so  irregularly.     It  is  the  prin- 
'  cipal  cause  of  complaint  of  the  teachers. 

The  number  of  children  residing  in  a  distrifct  furnishes  no 
true  index  to  the  number  that  attend  school,  or  the  number 
of  days  of  attendance  ;  and,  therefore,  establishes  no  just  basis 
of  the  apportionment  of  school  monies.  The  following  tables, 
embracing  the  statistics  of  four  districts,  will  illustrate  the 
remark.     They  have  not  been  selected  to  exhibit  the  extremes 
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of  number  and  attendance  of  pupils,  but   because  from  them, 
reliable  returns  were  received  : 


Number  of    chil- 
dren between  5 
and  18  years  of 
age. 

Amount  of    mo- 
ney credited  to 
each  for  I  year. 

Number  that  at- 
tended   twelve 

Number  that  at- 
tended 9  mos. 

^  -ji 

■^  CO 

II 

Number  that  at- 
leude<l  3  raos. 
and  less. 

If 

it 

—-  > 

1^ 

Total  numb'r  that 
have    not    at- 
tended. 

Is 

■o  a 

of 

86 
140 

82 
37 

$232 
378 
222 
100 

40    1        12 
10            32 
22            23 
16              9 

6 
17 
14 

5 

5  1        60 
3.5             94 

6  6i> 

'7            37 

26       12,660 

46       12,300 

17       11,460 

6,480 

It  appears,  then,  that  of  the  aggregate  of  the  moneys  appor- 
tioned to  these  four  districts,  viz. :  $932. 


60| 

pupils 
with 

94 

i< 

82 

" 

37 

(. 

12,660 

12,300 
11,460 
6,480 


i  of  attendance: 
receired 


232  iastead  of  274 


373 
222 

100 


268 
249 
141 


(  an  apportionment  to  cor- 
l  respond  with  attendance. 


In  each  of  the  three  first  named  districts,  about  five  hundred 
dollars  are  annually  paid  to  the  teachers.  The  deficiency  is 
assessed  upon  the  pupils  attending  school,  so  that  in  the  first 
$268  must  be  raised,  $122  in  the  second,  and  $278  in  the 
third,  which  is  $4,46  per  annum  for  each  scholar  in  the  first, 
$3,40  in  the  third,  and  only  $1,30  in  the  second. 

Were  apportionments  regulated  by  the  actual  attendance  of 
the  scholars  in  days  $3,77  for  each  attending  scholar  would 
be  needed  in  the  first  named  district,  $2,47  in  the  second,  and 

$3,06  in  the  third. 

Noticing  these  facts,  there  certainly  is  a  discrepance  unfa- 
vorable to  the  present  basis  of  apportionment,  but  it  is  not  so 
material  as  to  justify  the  introduction  of  a  new  and  untried 
mode  that  might  beget  an  unprofitable  rivalry  among  the 
districts. 

The  opinion  is  steadily  gaining  favor,  that  the  township 
should  raise  money  sufficient  to  maintain  free  schools,  and  to 
apportion  it  to  districts,  irrespective  of  resident  children  of 
legal  age,  but  so  as  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  as  they 
now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  adjusted. 
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The  amount  of  money  required  to  maintain  free  schools  in 
this"  township  for  one  year,  is  estimated  at  $5,400.  The  sum 
received  from  the  state  the  present  year  was  $537  14.  The 
interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  general  government  uni- 
formly appropriated  by  the  township  to  the  schools,  $398  02. 
The  amount  ordered  to  be  raised  by  township  tax,  $2206. 
The  aggregate  raised  by  local  tax  in  three  districts  to  make 
their  schools  free,  $1000,  making  together  $4,141  84,  which 
deducted  from  $5,400  would  leave  but  $1,258  81  additional 
township  tax,  to  maintain  free  schools  the  entire  year  in  all  the 
districts  in  the  township. 

No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  people  of  the  township 
would  cheerfully  have  voted  the  required  amount,  if  the  law 
had  established  the  basis  of  apportionment  last  suggested,  viz: 
irrespective  of  resident  children  of  legal  age. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  generally  supplied  with 
teachers  well  qualified  to  discharge  their  duties,  and  earnest  in 
their  endeavors  to  elevate  the  character  and  standing  of  their 
respective  schools.  They  all  possess  certificates  of  scholarship, 
and  good  moral  character,  obtained  from  the  county  board  of 
examiners.  The  several  schools,  as  regards  discipline,  order 
and  progress,  are  in  a  better  condition  than  might  be  anticipa- 
ted with  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  disadvantages  under 
"which  they  labor  from^irregularity  of  attendance  of  the  pupils. 
The  school  houses  are  all  in  good  repair,  comfortable,  well  ar- 
ranged interiorly,  and  amply  supplied  with  suitable  text  books 
and  stationery.  ' 

JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HARRINGTON. 

There  is  considerable  interest  manifested  in  this  township, 
so  far  as  the  raising  of  money  is  concerned  by  taxation.  At 
our  town  meeting  last  April,  we  raised  two  dollars  per  head 


36 

on  the  number  of  children  in  the^town,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen,  being  four  hundred  and  twenty-three,  mak- 
ing $846,  of  the  surplus  revenue  -^lis  also  voted  for  school, 
which  you  will  percei'^e,  stands  in  the  column  specifying  the 
amount  from  other  sources,  which  is  S15o  88  ;  this,  together 
with  the  state  fund,  which  is  $196  80  and  the  amount  raised 
by  tax  makes  the  sum  of  $1198.68  ;  the  amount  raised  by 
tax  in  district  No.  1,  for  building  a  new  school  house,  is 
$740,  which  makes  the  whole  amount  raised  in  the  town, 
$1,938  68. 

The  character  of  the  school  is  much  the  same  as  it  was  a 
year  ago.  They  have  been  kept  open  the  best  part  of  the 
year.  There  appears  to  be  an  interest  manifested  for  the  fur- 
nishing of  new  school  houses.  There  have  been  two  new 
schools  built  in  this  town,  one  costing  twelve  hundred  dollars, 
and  I  hope  it  will  set  an  example  to  other  districts,  for  it  is 
much  needed.  The  schools  are  supplied  with  books,  such  as 
McGuffey's  readers,  Mitchell's  geography,  Smith's  grammar, 
Davies'  algebra,  &c.  We  have  competent  teachers,  licensed 
from,  the  county. 

JOHN  J.  NARRYLE. 

Superintendent. 


NEW    BARBADOES. 

In  connection  with  the  statistical  report  of  common  schools 
in  this  township,  I  would  observe,  I  have  noticed  numerous  de- 
fects in,  and  inconveniencies  attendent  upon,  the  operations  of 
the  present  school  system.  Many  of  these,  apparently  trivial, 
prove  serious  in  their  effects,  and  can  be  remedied  only  by 
o'jgh  and  permanent  free  school  system. 

I  therefore,  through  you,  beseech  our  legislature  to  grant  it. 

G.  C.  TERHUxNE, 

Superintendent. 
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WASHIWGTOV. 


In  the  report  herewith  transmitted,  I  have  endeavored  to 
■comply  with  your  suggestions. 

The  surplus  interest  has  been  applied  to  the  support  of 
schools,  which  you  will  perceive,  stands  in  the  column  specify- 
ing the  amount  received  from  other  sources,  which  is  $203  02. 
,  We  have  not  raised  any  money  by  tax,  for  the  support  of 
free  schools.  Beiiig  somewhat  behind  some  of  our  sister 
townships  in  this  respect,  and  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  many  of 
our  most  influential  men  (throughout  the  township),  have  not 
devoted  as  much  of  their  time  and  talents  to  this  cause,  as  it 
so  richly  merits.  The  inhabitants  of  district  No.  3  (Lower 
Pascack)  have  had  free  school  for  one  term  of  three  months, 
during  the  year.  -Although  we  have  six  schools  in  the  town- 
ship we  have  but  four  teachers  at  present;  the  cause  of  this 
is,  that  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  districts  are  engaged  in 
erecting  a  school  house  ;  the  other  is  vacant  and  in  want  of  a 
teacher.  The  schools  of  Washington  are,  as  a  general  thing, 
in  good  condition,  having  good  competent  teachers,  with  county 
license.  The  schools  are  well  supplied  with  books,  such  as 
Sanders'  series  in  spelling  and  reading,  McGuffey's  Series  of 
Readers,  Ray's  and  i^ams'^Arithmetic,  Smith's  and  Pinneo's 
Grammar,  Smith's  and  Mitchell's  Geography,  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  BORTICK, 

Superintendent. 


BURLINGTON    COUNTY. 

BORDENTOWN    TOWNSHIP. 

I  am^not  aware  that  any  county  examiners  have  been  ap- 
pointed. 

3  -. 
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As  to  the  teachers  employed  in  this  township,  they  have  all 
been  examined  and  licensed  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
law  ;  and  as  a  body  they  hiave  been  faithful  and  laborious  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  our  schools  have  been  more 
flourishing  during  the  present  than  the  preceding  year.  But 
the  number  of  teachers  needs  to  be  increased  ;  the  labor  is  too 
onerous.  With  the  present  arrangement  6f  our  school  system 
generally,  too  many  children  are  assigned  to  every  individual 
teacher ;  where  so  much  is  required,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
the  work  should  be  well  performed. 

^"Besides,  with  the  present  compensation,  no  one  ought  to  be 
disappointed  if  teachers  of  a  high  order  of  intellect  and  ac- 
quirement are  not  secured.  The  grade  of  talent  and  qualifica- 
tion that  would  fit  for  teaching  are  much  better  rewarded  in 
other  pursuits.  Even  the  salaries  of  superficial  clerks  and  of 
inferior  overseers  exceed  the  compensation  ordinarily  given  to 
the  teachers  of  our  children.  While  this  is  so,  we  need  not 
look  for  high  attainment.  A  second-rate  mechanic  may  build 
a  shop  or  barn,  not  a  temple  nor  a  pyramid.  A  judicious  clas- 
sification is  essential  to  general  improvement.  To  give  the 
same  lessons  to  different  grades  of  intellect  and  acquirement,  is 
just  as  wise  as  to  prescribe  to  every  appetite  the  same  amount 
of  food  in  kind  and  quality.  And  yetghis  must  be  done,  and  . 
is  done,  where  scholars  are  so  numerous  and  teachers  are  so 
few. 

I  believe  that  books  ought  to  be  selected  with  care,  seldom 
changed,  and  no  deficiency.  Let  them  have  clearness  and  sim- 
plicity ;  elementary  books  ought  never  to  be  abstruse.  Such 
books  have  been  obstacles  to  the  improvement  of  thousands — 
and  it  is  a  question  whether  the  wisdom  of  legislation  might 
not  here  interpose  with  great  benefit. 

As  to  government,  ordinarily,  the  more  unwieldly  as  it  is 
overgrown  numerically.  Many  may  be  found  who  are  quali- 
fied to  command  a  company,  but  not  an  army. 

And  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  can  it  be  wise  to  congregate 
such  a  promiscuous  throng  of  both  sexes,  from  five  to  eighteen 
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years  of  age,  while  seeking  a  preparative  to  qualify  them  for  all 
the  appropriate  circumstances  of  their  future  being  ?  Would 
it  not  be  far  better  to  divide  and  subdivide,  multiply  the  num- 
ber of  our  intellectual  light-houses,  if  morals  for  our  children 
be  a  paramount  consideration  ? 

A.  SCOVEL, 
'  Totjon  SnpervntendentP 

CHESTER. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the  state  and  cori- 
dition  of  the  schools  in  the  township.     In  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  my  office,  I  found  the  districts  all  supplied  with 
teachers,  with  whom  it  has  been  a  pleasure  to'  co-operate  in 
their  instruction  and  supervision  of  the  schools.     Some  of  the 
teachers  have  been  at  their  posts  for  a  considerable  time,  which  I 
;iieem  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  to  the  attainment  of  the 
-most  desirable  results.     Although  the  schools  are  in  a  pros- 
perous state,  there  is  not  that  progress  which  one  would  be  led 
"to  expect  from  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  teachers 
'and  the  good  order  and  attention  of  the  scholars.     The  mate- 
Tial  in  every  school  is  unquestionably  good,  yet  from  year  to 
year  there  is  no  perceptible  rise  above  the  common  standard  of 
education.     A  limit  seems  to  have  been  set  to  ievery  branch 
pursued,  beyond  which  none  can  go.     The  cause,  however,  is 
'dbvious.     It  is   the   irregularity   in   the    attendance   of  the 
scholars.     The  teachers,  with  but  one  exception,  complain  of 
the  parents,  who  retain  their  children  at  home  very  frequently 
on  the  slightest  pretexts.     Hence  we  should  take  courage  from 
the  past   and  renew   our  efforts  in  the  future  for  their  ele- 
vation, trusting  that  ere  many  years  the  common  schools  of 
'New  Jersey  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  of  our 
sister  states.     We  have  no  county  examiners  in  this  county. 
The  teachers  have  all  been  licensed.     No  free  schools  in  the 
'township.  - 

W.  R.  SHARP, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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,t  EVESHAM. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  the  schools  of  t^e,  township  of 
Evesham,  Burlington  county.  1  have  been  town  superintendent 
only  since  the  last  spring  election,  and  have  not  yet  had  the 
oversight  of  the  schools  for  a  year.  I  have  found  great  diffi- 
culty in  gaining  all  the  information  desired  for  my  report. 
Though  I  have  personally  requested  it  from  all  the  teachers  or 
trustees,  yet,  for  want  of  obligation  on  their  part  to  render  it, 
and  for  want  of  permanency  among  the  teachers,  but  few  have 
responded.:  I  have  sought,  however,  to  make  my  report  as 
correct  as  possible  frpm  the  data  I  have  gained.  I  know  not 
how  the  above  difficulty  will  be  remedied  unless  blanks  should 
be  furnished  the  teachers  and  they  be  obligated  to  fill  them  up 
at  given  periods,  and  present  them  to  the  town  superintendent. 
I  doubt  whether  correct  educational  statistics  are  obtained  un- 
til some  such  plan  is  adopted.  At  present,  with  no  blank 
forms,  and  no  obligation  resting  upon  the  teachers,  they  .wi|l 
not  take  the  trouble  to  furnish  the  desired  information^    ,,^,r 

Of  the  thirteen  school  districts  in  the  township,  four  aye  de- 
nominational schools,  under  the  Society  of  Friends.  Some  of 
these  have  private  funds,  the  interest  of  which  is  used  fcjr 
school  purposes^ — mostly  to  educate  the  poor.  ..,^ 

The  districts  of  the  township,  in  consequence  of  these  de- 
nominational schools,  are  npt .  well  defined,  their  bojandarips 
being  not  geographical  but  socia,l.  This,  in  some  cas^Sj  Jtia^s 
operated  against  the  efficient  arrangement  of  the  districts. 

There  is  but  one  free  school  in  the  township,  and  that -a 
colored  school,  and  open  but  from;  three  to  ^ix  months  of  t)?je 

The  school  money  apportioned  to  the  district  is  divided 
among  the  children  attending  school.  The  amount  to  which 
each  child  is  entitled  is  deducted  from  their  bill.  If  a  child 
does  not  attend  school  long  enough  to  consume  his  or  her  por- 
tion, then  the  balance  of  this  is  divided  among  those  who  at- 
tend longer. 
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The  teachers  have  no  regular  salary,  but  receive  so  much 
per  day  or  per  quarter  for  the  pupil's  actual  attendance. 

In  stating  the  "  terms  of  tuition,"  I  have  given  the  average 
of  the  amount  thus  paid  in  the  .different  districts,  and  in  esti-*^ 
mating  the  "salary  of  teachers  per  annum,"  I  have  multiplied 
that  average  into  the  average  attendance  of  pupilsi 

In  some  districts,  therefore,  the  actual  terms  of  tuition  and 
salary  of  teachers  will  fall  below,  and,  iix  others  rise  above 
those  given  in  the  report. 

The  chosen  freeholders  have  failed  to  appoint  county  ex- 
aminers. This  operates  against  our  school  interests.  The  dis- 
trict trustees  are  in  the  habit  of  employing  teachers  having  no 
license,  and  without  consulting  the  town  superintendent.  In 
visiting  the  schools  the  superintendent  finds  such  teachers  thus 
employed.  Here,  then,  is  a  difficulty.  To  sit  in  judgment 
upon  the  qualifications  of  a  person  to*do  what  they  are  already 
engaged  in  doing,  and  who  are  approved  by  their  direct  emr. 
ployers,  seems  little  less  than  a  farce.  -r 

Very  often,  too,  these  teachers  are  sons  or  daughters,  ne- 
phews or  nieces  of  one  or  more  of  the  trustees.  Thus  the  dif- 
ficulty is  increased.  I  know  that  these  things  do  not  excuse 
the  superintendent  from  doing  his  duty,  and  while  I  have  en- 
deavored to  do  my  duty  in  Examining  teachers,  I  have  felt 
greatly  embarrassed  by  these  circumstances.  If  county  ex-- 
ammers  were  appointed,  they  would  be  free  from  these  local 
difficulties,  and  secure  to  us  a  more  thorough  and  impartial 
examination  of  teachers. 

j  1  know  not  but  our  teachers  will  bear  a  favorable  comparison 
■with  those  of  adjoining  townships,  ^ut,  with  most  of,  them, 
teaching  is  merely  incidental.  They  teach,  because  they  have 
nothing  better  to  do,  or  nothing  that  will  pay  them  better  for 

the  time  being ;  pot  b^ai^se  iiy^'^y.jIfiXS  ^'^^?l'ff?&/  °^  .i^^^*S?d  ^-f?. 
make  it  a  profession,     r  .     •.   .  i  ,4.,,;  „,.   .-     ,    :      ,    ,.     ..    , 
!  I  feel  very  sensibly  that  there  .is  a  ^great  \^^ant  oi  efficiency. 
in  pur  schools  iij  this  township.  '.,..,, 
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The  following  are  some  of  the  more  general  causes  for  this 
"vvant  of  efficiency  : 

First.  A  wsint  oi  permanency  And  expemnce  in  the  teachers. 
This,  perhaps,  is  owing  to  the  poor  compensation  givenj  which 
makes  teaching  merely  an  incidental  business. 

Second.  A.  wdnioi  classification  of  the  pupils.     This  diffiT. 
cultyjgrows  out  of  the  want  of  punctual  attendance  of  the 
children  and  the  want  of  uniformity  of  text  books. 

Third.  And  greatest,  a  want  of  more  interest  among  th^ 
patrons  of  the  schools.  ,     ,  ,^, 

JOHN  R.Kiutt^HY,  '; 
Town  Superintendent.  . 


MAKSFIELD. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  statistical  report  of  our  township. 
Our  schools  are  in  about  the  same  condition  as  reported  last  year. 
There  has  been  no  county  examiners  appointed  in  our  county, 
a  duty  which  myself  and  the  trustees  attend  to.  We  have 
some  very  good  teachers  employed,  and  all  the  schools  ar^ 
well  attended.  ' '^   ^.^f  v/-d  i     .!...:,;:.::i  .i  y)in.ri 

The  schools  are  all  free  ;  the  people  are  very  liberal  in  raising 
fiinds,  in  addition  to  the  state  fund,  to  support  free  schools  ; 
but  the  prevailing  opinion  is  that  the  state  should  furnish  a 
fund  sufficient  for  free  schools,  and  a  stated  salary  paid  to  thi^ 
teacher. 

The  school  houses,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  in  good 
condition,  being  comfortable  and  neat  houses,  with  large  and 
pleasant  play-grounds  attached,  and  in  a  central  position  in  the 
district. 

I  believe  1  have  laid  before  you  the  desired  information,  in 
as  brief  and  accurate  a  manner  &s  possible.  The  schools  have 
been  generally  well  conducted  ;  the  scholars  mostly  well  im- 
proved ;  the  teachers  appear  to  be  discharging  their  duty,  and 
although  the  improvement  in  education  is  slow,  yet  I  am  glad 
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to  say  fliat  it  does  increase.  There  appears  to  be  a  more  gen- 
eral concern  in  parents  and  guardians  to  have  those  under 
their  care  properly  educated. 

ALFRED  CARTY, 

Town' Superintendent. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

The  accompanying  report  contains  as  full  and  complete  re- 
turns of  the  public  schools  in  the  township  of  Northampton  as 
I  am  able  to  make  from,  the  reports  received  by  me  from  the 
different  districts.  .i  ,,.,} 

Our  schools  in  Mount  Holly  (District  No.  1)  are  rapidly  im- 
proving and  increasing  in  efficiency  and  public  estimation.  In 
addition  to  the  ordinary  branches  of  instruction,  singing  has 
been  introduced  at  the  close  of  the  schools,  which  appears  to 
be  very  gratifying  to  the  children,  and  acts  as  a  stimulus  to 
other  exercises. 

Our  academy,  built  some  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mann, 
has  been,  during  our  vacation,  (July  and  August)  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  a  small  house  on  the  ground,  heretofore  used  as 
a  dwelling,  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  children 
in  the  primary  department,  in  which  something  over  one  hun- 
dred are  now  instructed. 

The  sum  of  $500  of  the  purchase  money  of  our  school 
property  has  been  paid  during  the  past  year  ;  also  the  sum  of 
$438.76  for  repairs — besides  the  interest  on  the  balance  of  the 
debt.  (The  school  under  the  patronage  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  which  receives  a  proportion  of  the  public  funds,  is 
taught  by  a  female,  and  has  forty  scholars,  with  an  average 
..attendance  of  thirty — terms  from  two  to  four  dollars  per  quarter.  ^ 

P.  S.  BUNTING,        "^ 
Town  Superintendent. 
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PEMBERTOW. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  schools  in  the  township  of  Pemberton.     I  have  endeavored 
to  fill  up  the  blank  report  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible, 
under  existing  circumstances.     I  have  found  much  difficulty 
in  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  columns  of  three,  six,  nine,  and 
twelve  months,  on  account  of  the  frequent  change  of  teachers 
in  the  several  districts,  and  not  keeping  any  school  register,  or 
if  kept  at  all,  cannot  be  found  when  called  for.     Now  I  think 
the  difficulty  so  often  complained  of,  can  be  overcome  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  by  simply  purchasing  a  suitable* 
book,  and  have  it  placed  in  every  school  in  the  township,  and 
kept  there  as  a  school  register,  by  the  teachers  employed,  ac- 
cessible at  any  time  by  the  trustees  and  superintendent.     In 
reference  to  the  teachers,  most  of  them  are  well  qualified,  and 
give  general  satisfaction.     As  regards  the  salary,  there  is  but 
one  district  that  pays  by  the  quarter,  at  an  average  of  three 
dollars,  the  teachers   taking  the   schools  at  their  own  risk, 
deducting  their  portion  of  the  school  fund  from  the  amount  of 
their  bill.     Five  of  the  districts  pay  a  stipulated  salary,  at 
an  average  of  fifty-six  dollars  per  term,  or  quarter.     Nos.  6" 
and  8,  schools  kept  free.      We  have   no  county  examiners.. 
The  teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed,  as  required, 
and  the  schools  have  geneially  Ijeen  visited  as  the  law  directs. 
The  books  in  general  use  here,  are  Town's  Speller  and  Reader, 
New   Testament,  United  States  History,  Smith's  Grammar, 
Mitchel's   Geography,    Greenleaf's,   Emerson's,    and   Pike'? 
Arithmetic.  As  respects  the  condition  of  the  school  houses,"&.c,i^ 
I  suppose  you  have  all  the  information  necessary,  by  my  prer 
decessor.     As  brevity  should  be  observed,  I  will^close. 

STACY  W.  BUDD, 

Superintendent. 
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SOUTHAMPTON. 

In  making  out  my  report.  I  find  nothing  of  material  interest 
to  add,  further  than  to  answer  such  queries  as  are  contained  ia 
the  printed  circular. 

All  teachers  that  have  taught  in  this  township,  have  been 
examined,  according  to  law  ;  in  some  instances  by  the  trustees 
and  myself,  in  others,  by  myself  alone,  there  having  been  no 
examiners  appointed  by  the  county,  a  fact  which  I  very 
much  regret.  Only  four  districts  in  the  township  have  had 
their  schools  entirely  free,  the  others  making  up  the  deficiencies 
by  voluntary  taxation. 

ALEXANDER  ELWELL. 


Superintendent 


GAMDEN  COUNTY. 


CAMDEN. 


The  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the  city  of 
Camden  has  been  prepared  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible. 

A  large  number  of  our  children  who  are  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  our  public  schools,  have  not  been  entered.  Very  many 
of  these  are  children  between  the  age  of  five  and  seven  years, 
who  have  been  attending  private  schools,  as  many  of  our  in- 
habitants (very  judiciously,  I  think,)  prefer  sending  their  chil- 
dren to  such  schools  until  they  can  read. 
^  By  law,  we  are  authorized  in  this  district  to  assess  two  mills 
on  the  dollar  on  real  estate  and  taxable  personal  property,  to- 
gether with  one  dollar  poll  tax  for  school  purposes  on  every 
male  inhabitant  twentynDne  years  of  age.  I  have  thus  given 
the  amount  assessed  as  near  as  I  could  obtain  it.  Under  the 
"  total  amount  appropriated  for  school  purposes,"  I  have  only 
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given  the  amount  received  from  taxation  from  December  1, 
1854,  to  December  1,  1855,  together  with  the  appropriations. 
We  have  been  steadily  increasing  the  salaries  of  our  teach- 
ers, so  that  they  will  average  more  than  one-fifth  higher  now 
than  at  this  time  last  year. 

I  The  legislature,  two  years  ago,  authorized  us  to  borrow  city 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $8,000,  payable  annually,  in  such  sums 
as  to  liquidate  the  whole  in  ten  years.  This  was  for  the  erec- 
tion of  school  houses.  Since  that  time  we  have  sold  the  whole 
amount  of  said  bonds  and  appropriated  the  proceeds  to  the 
erection  or  purchase  of  two  houses,  which,  together  with  their 
furniture,  have  cost  over  -$16,000,  being  on  the  most  approved 
plan  for  such  buildings,  and  filled  with  the  best  of  modern 
school  furniture.  These  two  buildings  accommodate  about 
eight  hundred  scholars,  which,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
eighteen  months  ago  we  did  not  own  a  single  house,  offers  a 
subject  of  earnest  congratulation  to  ourselves  and  the  inhabit- 
ants of  our  city.  ^ 

On  the  whole,  I  can  say  that  our  school  system  was  never 
in  a  condition  at  all  to  compare  with  what  it  is  at  present. 

SYLVESTER  BIRDSELL, 
Secretary  of  Board  of  Education. 


CENTRE. 

There  have  been  no  examiners  for  the  county  appointed. 
The  schools  in  the  township  have  been  kept  free  for  the  last 
year. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  fill  up  the  report  in  full,  on  account 
of  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  information  from  the  teachers. 
This  is  my  first  term  in  office,  (not  being  one  year  yet)  and  a 
new  township. 

I  have  visited  all  of  the  schools,  and  requested  the  teachers 
to  furnish  me  with  the  number  of  children  who  have  attended 
school,  but  have  not  received  any  information. 
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The  district  trustees  appear  much  pleased  with  the  informa- 
tion respecting  a  present  of  a  dictionary.  All  of  the  districts 
want  one. 

Most  of  the  children  in  the  township  are  small,  and  all  ap- 
pear to  be  in  the  primary  branches  of  education.  It  is  an  agri- 
cultural district,  and  many  of  th?m  do  not  attend  school  in  the 
summer  season  at  all. 

ZEBEDEE  NICHOLSON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


GLOUCESTER. 

According  to  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  respectfully  send 
the  following  report  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  for  the  township  of  Gloucester.  There  are  ten  districts 
in  the  township.  All  have  school  houses.  As  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  all  are  in  good  condition.  We  have  no  county 
examiners — therefore  the  examination  of  teachers  falls  on  the 
trustees  and  myself.  According  to  the  returns  of  the  district 
trustees  there  is  in  said  township  841  scholars ;  and  from  dif- 
ferent sources  we  received  $1,739.16  to  defray  the  expense  of 
education  ;  we  only  received  $389.16  from  the  state.  Allow 
me  to  say  I  think  the  state  should  appropriate  more  money 
for  the  purpose  of  education.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  is  one  of  the  old  thirteen,  and  I  think  she  is  the 
most  remiss  of  any  other  one  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Schools  in  the  district  are  kept  open  as  follows : — No.  1, 
eight  months  ;  No.  2,  ten  months ;  No.  3,  four  months ;  No. 
4,  eleven  months ;  No.  5,  ten  months ;  No.  6,  five  months ; 
No.  7,  four  months  ;  No.  8,  nine  months  ;  No.  9,  seven  months  ; 
No.  10,  five  months. 

I  believe  every  scholar  has  been  to  school  some  portion  of 
the  time. 

We  pay  our  male  teacher  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  day,  and  female  teachers  about  fifty  dollars  per  quarter  of 
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sixty-six  days.  The  township  raises  by  tax  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  scholar,  and  we  receive  from  the  interest  on  the 
surplus  revenue  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars.  If  the  state 
would  only  furnish  as  much  as  the  township,  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation would  flourish  in  old  Gjoucester  township. 

JOSHUA  SICKLER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  to  the  state  superintendent,  and 
during  the  administration  of  my  predecessor,  our  township  has 
been  divided,  leaving  this,  (which  still  retains  the  name  of 
Union,)  but  small  in  territory,  yet  containing  many  more; 
children  than  the  other. 

There  are  two  districts  in  this  township,  one  of  which  has 
but  one  school,  (by  a  male  teacher)  and  kept  open  about  nine 
months ;  while  the  other  has  three  schools  (by  one  male  and 
and  two  female  teachers)  open  the  whole  year,  allowing  the 
usual  vacations. 

Our  schools  are  all  free,  and  are  provided  at  present  with  > 
excellent  teachers,  and  are  supplied  with  the  best  of  books,  at 
the  expense  of  each  district.  I  consider  that  the  character  and. 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township  are  encouraging;  yet 
we  have  not  suitable  houses  in  every  respect,  which  defect,  I 
think,  will  soon  be  obviated  by  uniting  the  two  districts  and 
building  a  house  large  enough  and  suitable  to  accommodate- 
the  whole. 

This  arrangement,  I  think,  the  trustees  and  also  a  laajoFity. 
of  the  inhabitants  of  each  district  will  accede  to.       •■  '  ^-  ■    '- 

When  our  schools  are  thus  situated,  and  provided  with  gdod 
directors,  teachers,  etc.,  their  condition  will  be  much  improved. 

W.  H.  EMERY, 
Town  Superintendent. 


49 


WATERFORD. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  I  shall  comply  with  your 
request,  that  is — to  be  brief.  I  think  the  schools  under  my 
jurisdiction  are  in  as  good  condition  as  at  any  period  since  I 
have  known  them.  We  have  diminished  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts since  my  last  report,  having  now  only  five.  Thinking 
it  most  advisable  to  have  them  so,  I  do  not  think  of  anything 
to  record,  particularly,  to  the  legislature. 

SAMUEL  S.  WILLS. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 


CAPE    ISLAND. 


Enclosed,  I  send  the  statistics  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
city  of  Cape  Island,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  them, 
which,  I  believe,  are  very  near  correct. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  further  than  the 
^%tatistics  show. 

Our  schools. are  doing  well  under  the  tuition  of  the  samte 
teachers  that  we  had  employed  last  year.  They  have,  so  far, 
I  believe,  given  general  satisfaction.  There  are,  ot  course, 
some  few  exceptions,  but  these  exceptions  only  prove  the  gen- 
eral rule ;  for,  should  I  find  a  teacher  who,  for  two  years  in 
succession,  gave  entire  satisfaction,  I  should  be  most  likely  to 
conclude  that  there  was  something  wrong. 

Our  schools  during  the  past  year,  have  been  kept  entirely 
free. 

The  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county,  have,  this  year,  ap- 
pointed examiners,  who,  I  believe,  are  making  pretty  thorough 
work  in  their  examinations,  which,  undoubtedly,  will  result  in 
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great  good  to  the  common  school  cause  ;  and  we  trust,  our 
freeholders  will  never  agaih  be  guilty  of  such  neglect  as  they 
were  last  year. 

I  have  no  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  school  laws, 
other  than  those  proposed  last  year  j  some  at  least  of  which, 
I  consider  highly  important. 

The  money  under  the  head  of  "  other  sources,"  in  my  ac- 
companying statistics,  was  received  as  follows  :  ^ 

From  interest  of  surplus  revenue,  -        -        -         $81  00 

On  hand  from  last  year,        -        -        -        .    _      410  25 

J.  S.  LEACH, 

Superintendent. 


DENNIS. 

In  conformity  with  the  act  requiring  the  town  superintend- 
ents to  forward  an  annual  statistical  report  of  the  public  schools, 
under  their  superintendence.  I  hereby  transmit  the  report  for 
Dennis  township,  embracing,  I  believe,  all  the  statistics  re- 
quired by  said  act.  The  report  is  confined  exclusively  to  the 
operation  of  the  system  for  the  government  of  schools.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked  here,  that,  in  some  of  the  districts, 
good  private  schools  are  maintained,  after  the  expenditure  of 
the  free  appropriation.  A  commendable  spirit  is  evidently 
manifesting  itself  in  our  township,  for  the  better  improving  of 
the  present  defective  system  ;  this  is  evinced,  by  raising  an- 
nually, an  increased  amount  of  money  for  the  support  of 
,  schools,  building  new  school  houses,  and  enlarging  and  improv- 
ing others,  paying  special  attention  to  their  location,  plan  of 
construction,  arrangement  and  furniture,  to  the  selection  of 
books,  and  by  the  exercise  of  a  more  rigid  scrutiny  into 
the  moral  character  and  qualifications  of  teachers,  ^y  a 
strict  adherence  to  these  important  considerations,  a  manifest 
improvement  must  be  the  result.  One  more  district  has  been 
incorporated  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
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new  house,  which,  I  believe,  is  furnished  and  ready  for  occu- 
pancy ;  so  that  one-half  of  the  districts  in  the  township  are 
now  incorporated.  Some  important  additions  and  alterations 
have  been  made  also,  to  the  school  house  in  district  No.  4. 
The  board  of  freeholders,  having  declined  making  the  appoint- 
ment of  county  examiners  last  year,  resolved  the  present  year  to 
appoint  a  board  of  competent  men,  who  have,  thus  far,  dis- 

;  charged  their  duty  with  commendable  scrutiny,  in  the  exam- 
ination and  licensing  of  teachers.  There  are  several  very 
competent  resident  teachers  in  the  districts,  but  who  prefer 
other  occupations  during  the  summer  and  autumnal  months. 
We  are,  consequently,  dependent  chiefly  upon  other  places 
for  instructors.  There  are  three  very  competent  teachers  now 
employed  in  the  township,  from -the  state  of  New  York.  In 
view  of  the  anticipated  report  upon  the  subject  of  free  schools 
by  our   school  commissioners,  to   the  legislature,  I   forbear 

ymaking  any  suggestions  relative  to  any  alteration  of  our 
present  system.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  a  r'eport 
embracing  a  radical  change,  and  suggesting  imj)rovements, 
will  be  made  ,  and  which  will  be  received  and  acted  upon  by 
an  enlightened  legislature,  in  a  spirit  of  liberality,  thus  con- 
tributing greatly  to  placing  our  beloved  state  in  her  proper  po- 
sition among  her  sister  states,  in  the  scale  of  public  education. 
This  is  a  desideratum  which  none  have  labored  more  assidu- 
ously to  bring  about,  and  which  none,  I  am  confident,  would 
more  rejoice  to  see  than  yourself. 

The  act,  making  on  appropriation  for  supplying  the  several 
districts  in  the  State,  with  "Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary," 
is  well  received,  and  properly  appreciated,  and  it  will  be  ap- 
plied for  by  all  the  districts  iR  the  township. 

*       JOSHUA  SWAIN, 

Superintendent 
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LOWER. 


With  the  statistical  report  of  our  schools,  I  will  briefly  re- 
mark, that  our  schools  are  in  about  the  same  condition  that  I 
reported  last  year.  There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest 
felt^in  the  cause  of  education.  At  our  town  meeting  last 
March,  it  was  voted  to  raise  over  two  hundred  dollars  more 
than  was  raised  the  previous  year,  which  evidently  shows 
that  the  spirit  of  education  is  progressing  ;  but  how  to  get  all 
interested  in  this  great  work  is  a  question.  I  have  visited  the 
schools  in  the  township,  consulted  with  the  teachers  in  regard  to 
their  mode  of  teaching,  gave  counsel  to  the  children,  such  as 
I  deemed  suitable,  and  find  that  such  visits  are  marked  with 
interest.  But,  sir,  I  would  remark,  that  our  schools  are  not 
supplied  with  school  books  as  they  should  be,  and  such  a  de- 
ficiency hinders  the  progress  of  education.  I  think,  sir,  it 
ought  to  be  made  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  each  district,  to 
see  that  each  school  is  well  furnished  with  suitable  books.  I 
would  add,  sir,  that  there  is  not  that  interest  manifested,  that 
should  be,*  by  parents  and  trustees ;  they  should  feel  it  a 
privilege  as  well  as  a  duty,  to  visit  the  schools  under  their 
charge,  to  converse  with  the  teacher  and  understand  his  mode 
of  teaching  and  controlling  the  children  committed  to  his  care ; 
but  alas  I  instead  of  this,  no  one  scarcely  enters  the  school 
room,  to  encourage  the  child  or  consult  with  teacher,  in  re- 
gard to  the  interest  of  the  school.  I  think  that  there  is  noth- 
ing more  worthy  the  attention  of  parents  and  trustees,  than 
•the  cause  of  education.  It  should,  therefore,  be  our  highest 
aim,  to  make  them  what  they  should  be.  There  has  not  been 
much  alteration  with  regard  t(^  teachers  ;  some  of  the  same 
are  teaching.  All  of  them  sfte  in  possesion  of  license  but 
two,  and  they  expect  to  meet  the  board  of  examiners,  when 
a  public  examination  will  be  heJd.  The  "  board  of  chosen 
freeholders,"  at  their  meeting  last  May,  appointed  two  snitable 
persons,  well  qualified  in  every  particular,  to  act  as  county  ex- 
aminers, and  they  have  discharged  their  duty.     I  think  those 
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public  examinations,  are  attended  with  great  benefit,  both  to 
applicants  and  to  spectators. 

JOSEPH  E.  HUGHES, 

Siiperintendent. 


— MIDDLE. 

In  transmitting  to  you  my  report,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that 
our  schools,  seven  in  number,  are  in  as  good  and  effective  con- 
dition, as  at  any  period  within  my  knowledge  of  them.  Some 
of  our  school  houses  are  being  repaired  and  improved,  by  re- 
seating them  according  to  improved  modern  plans,  and  others, 
I  think,  soon  will  be  improved.  One  of  the  principal  difficul- 
ties that  existed  in  most  of  our  schools,  that  of  having  too 
many  kinds  of  books,  has  been  removed,  and  suitable  books, 
recommended  by  the  late  superintendent  and  trustees  of  the 
several  districts,  have  been  generally  introduced  throughout 
the  township,  giving  to  teachers  the  opportunity  of  properly 
classing,  and  introducing  system  into  their  schools.  The 
branches  mostly  taught  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithme- 
tic, geography,  grammer  and  algebra.  The  principal  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  harmonious  action  in  our  schools,  are 
irregular  attendance,  parental  interference  in  regard  to  disci- 
pline, and  too  frequent  change  of  teachers.  The  money 
appropriated  to  school  purposes  keeps  our  schools  open  about 
six  months  in  the  year  ;  consequently,  the  scholars  loose 
much  of  what  they  acquired  during  that  time,  by  the  follow- 
ing long  iuterval.  The  best  schools  in  our  township  are  those 
where  the  public  money  is  associated  with  the  private,  thereby 
continuing  the  schools  eight  nine,  or  ten  months  during  the  year, 
giving  their  children  a  decided  advantage  over  schools  kept 
but  six  months.  Our  teachers  (mostly  from  the  north)  are 
young  men  liberally  educated,  who  have  been  examined  by 
the  county  examiners,  and  are  laboring  in  their  respective 
schools  with  energy  and  success.  Confident  that  our  schools 
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are  improving,  and  that  some  difficulties  have  been  surmounted, 
I  subscribe  myself, 

JOHN  W.  SWAIN, 

Superintendent. 

UPPER. 

With  this  I  send  as  correct  an  account  of  the  schools  in  this 
township,  as  I  am  able  to  give  you. 

The  board  of  freeholders,  of  this  county  have  re-appointed 
the  board  of  county  examiners,  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
May  last.  The  board  of  examiners  has  had  three  meetings 
since  that  time,  and  will  hold  a  fourth  on  the  22d  instant. 

The  teachers  in  the  township  are,  or  will  all  be  examined  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  board. 

The  only  topic  of  interest  to  which  the  friends  of  free 
schools  now  turn  their  attention,  is  the  state  normal  school  for 
teachers. 

Most  think  that  if  the  money  appropriated  by  the  state  to 
to  the  normal  school,  was  sent  to  the  several  counties  for  the 
establishment  of  a  school  in  each  county,  that  much  greater 
good  would  be  accomplished,  and  that  good  would  be  more 
generally  felt  throughout  the  state. 

We  hope  that  our  legislature,  the  present  winter,  will  give 
some  attention  to  the  matter. 

JOHN  JONES, 

Superintendent, 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

BRIDGETON    TOWNSHIP. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  ray  last  year's  remarks.     Our 
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public  schools  are  increasing  in  their  attendance  and  studies. 
One  of  the  scholars  has  gone  to  the  State  Normal  School,  and 
more  will  go  the  next  year,  if  there  is  room  for  them.  We  had 
Dr.  Hoagland  to  spend  a  week  here  with  us  in  October,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  a  teachers'  institute,  which  was  well  at- 
tended, and  I  am  satisfied  it  had  its  desired  effect ;  and  we 
should  like  to  have  it  continued  from  year  to  year.  His  lec- 
tures in  the  evening  were  well  attended  ;  the  court  room  was 
filled  to  overflowing,  giving  decided  evidence  of  its  popularity 
with  the  people. 

LEWIS  McBRIDE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


DOWNE. 

There  are  no  county  examiners  for  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land. There  has  always  been  a  majority  in  the  board  of  free- 
holders against  such  an  appointment.  The  reasons  alleged  by 
those  opposed  to  the  measure  are  chiefly  the  following  : 

First.  It  would  oblige  the  examiners  to  raise  a  standard  of 
qualification  to  which  all  applicants  must  come  to,  in  order 
to  obtain  license  or  be  rejected  ;  and  as  the  schools  in  our 
larger  towns  would  require  qualifications  of  the  lirst  order,  it 
would  make  teachers  very  scarce  for  small  districts  in  country 
places  who  cannot  raise  the  same  amount  of  funds  to  command 
the  first  order  of  instructors,  and  would  in  all  probability  re- 
main vacant. 

Second.  Again,  that  such  a  measure  would  increase  the  ex- 
pense of  the  county  without  corresponding  benefit.  Hence  this 
duty  is  committed  to  the  superintendent  and  trustees,  but 
chiefly  to  the  former,  in  the  townships. 

The  trustees  have  different  methods  of  managing  their  ap- 
propriation of  the  funds. 

Some  districts  keep  the  schools  free  by  expending  their 
money  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  have  generally  enough  for  two 
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quarters  in  the  year.  Others  appropriate  so  much  public 
money  on  the  child  for  each  quarter — so  they  may  insure  a 
school  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  well  knowing  that  some 
public  funds  is  the  best  warrant  for  securing  good  teachers. 

Some  of  the  districts  are  incorporated,  and  raise  what  addi- 
tional funds  they  deem  proper  for  their  own  purposes. 

The  teachers  in  our  township,  this  fall  and  winter,  are  young 
men  of  good  acquirements  in  all  the  English  branches.  They 
have  generally  received  their  education  in  high  schools  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  are  all  licensed  according  to 
law. 

\VM.  BACON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FAIRFIELD. 

In  presenting  this,  my  first  annual  report,  I  regret  to  say 
that  it  is,  in  some  respects,  unavoidably  imperfect.  The  early 
date  at  which  the  law  requires  the  report  to  be  made  prevents 
the  superintendent  from  collecting  as  complete  and  accurate 
statistics  as  he  would  be  able  to  furnish  at  a  later  period.  This 
is  the  first  year  of  my  oflficial  connection  with  the  schools  of 
Fairfield  ;  yet  I  have  been  more  or  less  acquaintfed  with  their 
operation  for  a  number  of  years.  To  report  the  educational 
interests  of  the  township  as  remaining  in  statu  quo,  would  not 
be  speaking  in  very  flattering  terms  of  the  energy  and  zeal  of 
our  inhabitants ;  neither  would  it  be  doing  them  justice,  for 
such  is  not  the  case.  We  have  made  rapid  strides  and  marked 
advancement  from  the  old  routine  and  stereotyped  system  of 
teaching  once  employed  ;  the  old  land-marks  have  nearly  dis- 
appeared in  the  distance.  Still  there  is  felt  a  want  of  spirit 
and  hearty  co-operation  among  the  people.  While  much  has 
been  done,  there  yet  remains  much  to  do. 

An  increased  interest  will  be  seen  to  pervade  the  majority, 
from  the  fact  that  we  raise  this  year  three  hundred  dollars 
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more  for  school  purposes  than  heretofore.  This  is  a  pretty 
good  indication  that  the  germ  of  "  universal  knowledge  "  is 
still  alive,  and  only  awaits  the  genial  influence  of  popular 
favor  to  grow  and  wax  mighty. 

This  township  is  divided  into  five  school  districts,  in  ^ach  of 
which  there  is  one  or  more  good  and  substantial  houses.  There 
has  been  a  manifest  desire  of  late  years  to  erect  buildings  of 
modern  style  and  finish,  and  those  lately  erected  are  well 
adapted  for  school  purposes. 

In  three  of  the  districts  schools  are  kept  open  four  quarters 
in  a  year,  and  are  well  attended  by  the  scholars  of  the  respect- 
ive districts.  The  two  remaining  districts  being  small,  and  but 
sparsely  settled,  keep  but  two  sessions  during  the  year,  the 
expenses  of  which  are  nearly  or  quite  defrayed  by  the  school 
fund. 

The  teachers  employed,  I  regret  to  say,  are  too  many  of 
them  young  and  inexperienced  ;  they  resort  to  teaching  only 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  intending  to  abandon  it  as  soon  as  a 
more  lucrative  situation  shall  offer.  They  are,  alas  I  often 
lamentably  deficient  in  much  that  goes  to  constitute  a  good 
teacher.  They  have  no  real  affection  for 'the  profession  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  and  in  the  systematic  management 
and  government  of  a  school  they  are  perfect  novices  :  they  are 
likewise,  many  of  them,  often  deficient  in  the  simplest  elements 
of  subjects.  I  am  happy  to  say  this  is  not  the  case  with  all. 
Our  principal  schools  are  under  the  instruction  of  qualified  and 
competent  teachers,  who  possess  both  the  theory  and  practice 
of  their  profession — the  science  and  the  art  of  teaching.  Those 
who  engage  with  a  strong  arm  and  willing  mind,  and  who  labor 
not  so  much  for  the  "loaves  and  fishes  "  as  to  improve  and 
cultivate  the  minds  of  their  pupils.  It  is  of  this  latter  class 
that  more  are  wanted,  and  less  of  the  former. 

The  profession  of  teaching  has  not  received  that  considera- 
tion and  support  from  communities  to  which  it  is  entitled.  It 
iias  been  regarded  more  as  a  business  engagement,  pursued  for 
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pecuniary  advantage,  than  as  a  profession  which  should  at  all 
times  command  our  respect  and  esteem. 

I  long  to  see  the  day  when  the  business  of  teaching  shall  be 
exalted  to  that  of  a  profession,  and  shall  be  so  regarded,  and 
allowed  to  rank  along  with  the  other  learned  professions  ;  for 
"  He  who  educates  men,  and  gives  them  character,  fills  a  pro- 
fession the  most  difficult,  and  the  most  responsible."  De  Witt 
Clinton  said,  "  The  situation  of  a  teacher  in  its  influence  on  the 
character  and  destinies  of  the  rising,  and  all  future  generations, 
has  neither  been  fully  understood,  nor  duly  estimated."  Al- 
though a  change  has  come  "  o'er  the  spirit  of  our  dreams  " 
since  the  days  of  De  Witt,  still  his  remark  is  applicable  to  the 
present  time. 

If,  then,  the  responsibilities  of  this  profession  are  so  great, 
and  widely  diffused,  how  guarded  should  we  be  in  our  selec- 
tion, for  in  their  hands  are  the  growing  minds  and  hopes  of 
our  republic. 

The  teachers  employed  in  this  township  have  all  been  licensed 
by  the  superintendent.  In  this  particular,  I  certainly  think  the 
law  slightly  defective.  The  power  to  grant  license  should  be 
vested  in  a  board  of  examiners,  appointed  by  the  board  of  free- 
holders of  the  county.  They  already  possess  the  power  to  ap- 
point such  board,  but  not  being  required  by  law  so  to  do,  they 
neglect  to  perform  that  duty.  Many  unqualified  persons  who 
now  find  their  way  into  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  would  not 
obtrude  themselves  upon  so  formidable  a  body  as  a  board  of 
examiners. 

Under  the  existing  arrangement,  incompetent  persons  are  too 
often  admitted  to  teach,  and  such  will  still  continue  to  be  the 
case,  while  the  present  system  is  observed.  To  refuse  to  license 
such  would  create  local  excitements  of  an  unpleasant  character, 
often  difficult  to  subdue. 

Were  the  superintendent  relieved  of  this  duty,  and  it  placed 
upon  those  who  would  have  no  sectional  feeling  to  contend 
with,  it  would  materially  advance  the  cause  of  education  ;  it 
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would  raise  the  standard  of  qualifications  of  those  applying, 
and  be  productive  of  much  good. 

I  am  looking  forward,  at  no  very  distant  day,  when  a 
thorough  revolution  shall  take  place  in  our  common  school 
system — when  the  whole  state  shall  become  systematized,  and 
shall  work  harmoniously  together. 

I  am  looking  in  part  for  this  change  to  be  accomplished 
through  the  teachings  and  influence  of  our  State  Normal  School 
and  I'eachers'  Institutes.  We  have  had  organized  during  the 
past  season  a  teachers'  institute  in  this  county,  the  meetings 
of  which  most  of  our  teachers  attended,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
"with  advantage  and  profit. 

The  thanks  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  are  due  our  last 
legislature  for  their  liberality  in  appropriating  for  the  use  of 
the  schools,  a  copy  of  "  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary." 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  school  will  avail  themselves  of  this 
munificent  gift,  and  that  "Webster"  may  find  his  way  into 
every  school  house  in  the  state. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  liberality  of  the  last  legislature 
will  not  be  without  its  example  upon  succeeding  ones,  and  that 
they  will  not  only  strive  to  equal  their  predecessors  in  the  ex- 
tent of  their  munificence,  but  that  each  and  every  succeeding 
one  may  eclipse  the  others,  in  their  desire  to  disseminate 
knowledge  and  spread  broad-cast  the  rich  fruits  of  a  liberal 
education. 

EPHRAIM  BATEMAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MILLVILLE. 

I  herewith  transmit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  Mill- 
yille  township.  The  whole  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  is  ten  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven.  There  are  in  the  township  five  entire  districts  and  two- 
parts  of  districts.     The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  districts 
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are  incorporated — the  fourth  by  a  special  enactment  of  the 
legislature,  the  others  by  the  provisions  of  the  supplemental 
school  laws.  The  fourth  district  is  the  chief  one  of  the  town- 
ship, having  eight  hundred  and  three  children  entitled  to  its 
privileges.  Of  this  number,  the  average  attendance  is  about 
four  hundred.  There  is  appropriated  for  the  schools  in  this 
district  about  $2500  annually.  We  have  a  very  commodious 
three-story  school  house  in  this  district,  in  which  school  is 
kept  the  whole  year,  employing  seven  teachers,  and  I  think 
they  are  all  fully  competent  to  fill  their  several  positions. 

In  District  No.  3  there  has  been  a  pretty  good  school  kept 
open  for  about  six  months  of  the  year.  But  the  other  smaller 
districts  have  been  very  much  neglected,  two  of  them  having 
had  no  school  for  the  past  year.  This  is  owing  to  a  want  of 
funds  and  teachers.  The  amount  raised  by  tax  for  the  smaller 
districts  will  not  pay  a  competent  teachei'i  and  the  inhabitants 
seem  unwilling  to  pay  anything  further  for  the  support  of  their 
schools,  consequently  they  either  have  no  schools  at  all  or  an 
incompetent  teacher. 

We  have  no  county  examiners.  The  teachers  have  been 
regularly  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

D.  WILSON  MOORE, 
Town  Superintendent, 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


BELLVILLE   TOWNSHIP. 


With  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  am  happy  to 
report  that  it  is  encouraging  and  progressing — a  very  laudable 
interest  is  manifest  in  all  having  the  charge  of  the  schools — on 
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the  part  of  the  trustees — to  have  comfortable  rooms  prepared 
and  well  fitted  up,  to  provide  competent  teachers,  and  by  per- 
sonal observation  and  care  to  do  all  they  can  to  encourage  and 
help  along  the  good  intent  of  our  state  government,. in  the 
promotion  of  public  instruction,  and  on  the  part  of  all  our 
teachers  to  labor  faithfully  in  the  important  work  in  which 
they  are  engaged.  In  all  the  districts,  with  one  exception, 
schools  have  been  kept  regularly  open,  with  the  usual  vaca- 
tions during  the  year. 

But  while  we  bear  testimony  to  the  care  and  punctuality  of 
those  having  the  oversight  and  immediate  care  of  the  schools, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  the  part  of  parents  a  want  of  due 
care  and  interest  has  been  observed,  especially  in  the  exacting 
that  punctual  attendance  of  their  children,  which  is  always  so 
gratifying  and  encouraging  to  their  teachers.  A  very  general 
remissness  in  this  respect  has  prevailed,  and  consequently  in 
all  the  schools  I  hear  the  complaint  that  too  many  of  the  pu- 
pils are  very  irregular  in  their  attendance.  Is  it  the  case  that 
parents  finding  their  children  provided  for  in  free  schools  think 
they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  leave  them  entirely  to  the  care 
of  their  teachers  '?  If  so,  as  I  fear  it  is  in  many  instances,  it 
certainly  argues  a  great  misapprehension  of  parental  obliga- 
-tion,  which  must  tend  to  the  very  great  injury  of  the  good 
cause,  and  in  many  cases,  as  far  as  the  children  are  concerned, 
"be  worse  than  time  and  money  thrown  away.  We  hope  this 
objection,  if  it  be  an  objection  to  our  free  school  system,  may 
be  done  away  with,  when  parents  are  awakened  to  feel  their 
own  responsibility  in  the  momentous  matter  of  their  childrens' 
education. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 

Superintendent. 


CALDWELL. 


The  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  in  this  township  is 
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increasing.  The  teachers  are  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
law.  I  am  not  informed  of  the  appointment  of  any  county 
examiners. 

One. district  has  maintained  a  free  school  about  three  quar- 
ters of  the  year  ;  in  the  other  districts  the  public  money  has 
been  expended  equally  throughout  the  year. 

A  teachers'  institute  has  been  held  in  this  county.  The 
teachers  of  the  township  did  not  as  generally  attend^  as  I  de- 
sired. One  reason  probably  w^as  a  want  of  being  duly 
notified. 

The  districts  are  generally  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  law  of  incorporation.  Nearly  all  our  recent  improvements 
in  building  and  repairs  have  been  made  under  this  law. 

M.  S.  CANFIELD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


ELIZABETH. 

A  great  and  rational  change  is  in  progress  here  relative  to 
our  public  schools.  Our  town  commenced  its  organization  as 
a  city,  May  1st,  of  the  present  year.  A  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent branch  of  this  organization  is  a  board  of  school  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  is  "  to  take  charge  of  and  erect 
school  houses  and  establish  public  schools  of  different  grades, 
adapted  to  the  age  and  progress  of  the  pupils,  select  and  em- 
ploy teachers,  provide  books  and  school  house  furniture,  and 
adopt  rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  the  pupils, 
the  visitation  and  inspection  of  the  schools,  and  the  studies  to 
be  pursued  therein,"  &c.,  &c.  They  cannot,'^however,  incur  ex- 
pense beyond  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  state  and  the  city 
council.  In  entering  upon  their  duties,  they  found  the  entire 
city  destitute  of  any  convenient  comfortable  and  places  for  the 
public  schools.  Those  which  were  used  could  not  accommo- 
date one  half  the  children  of  the  city,  although  every  white* 
child  in  the  city  and  state  has  a  right  to  a  seat  in  the  public 
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schools.  Neither  had  it  been  possible  to  organize  or  conduct 
the  schools  upon  any  uniform  and  efficient  system  or  plan^ 
Almost  all  of  them  were  primary  schools. 

The  commissioners,  after  becoming  familiar  with  this  state 
of  things,  asked  themselves  two  questions,  which  were  these  : 
First,  what  system  of  education  shall  we  adopt  ?  Second, 
what  will  it  cost  ?  The  results  of  their  deliberations  were  as 
follows :  For  their  plan  of  education  they  proposed  to  take 
a  child,  and  commencing  with  the  alphabet,  carry  him  through 
all  the  branches  of  rudimentary  instruction  taught  in  the  best 
schools  and  academies,  so  that  when  he  turns  away  from  the 
doors  of  the  public  schools  he  shall  be  amply  qualified  to  com- 
mence a  career  of  success  in  the  counting  house,  the  college, 
or  in  any  industrial  pursuit  of  society.  The  rudimentary 
education  they  proposed  to  make  of  the  most  substantial  and 
thorough  character,  and  to  conduct  it  under  the  guidance  of 
able  teachers,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  develope  and  expand 
the  capacities  of  the  pupils,  and  to  discipline  and  train  them 
to  such  a  healthy  exercise  as  to  insure  their  subsequent  im- 
provement, as  it  were  by  the  force  of  habit.  Preparatory  to 
accomplishing  this  end,  the  schools  of  the  wards  are  divided 
into  three  grades,  all  under  the  charge  of  one  principal  or  male 
teacher,  and  the  necessary  female  assistants.  The  first  or 
primary  grade  comprises  the  younger  children,  who  are  learn- 
ing to  read,  and  the  elements  of  arithmetic,  geography,  &c^ 
The  next  or  intermediate  grade  carries  them  forward  in  these 
and  kindred  branches  too  advanced  for  primary  pupils.  And 
the  third  or  higher  grade,  under  the  direct  charge  of  the  prin- 
cipal, will  complete  them  in  all  those  branches  usually  taught 
in  higher  schools  and  academies.  At  some  future  day,  when 
the  wealth  and  progress  of  the  city  may  warrant  it,  they  pro- 
pose to  select  from  the  schools  of  each  ward  the  choice 
scholars,  and  comprise  them  in  a  still  further  advanced  school. 

Their  second  question  was,  what  will  be  the  cost  of  this 
system  ?     They  took  the  position  that  the  public  schools  must 
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be  of  the  first  order,  or  a  large  proportion  of  the  children 
would  be  educated  in  private  schools,  and  a  great  many  would 
receive  almost  no  education.  They  would  not  tolerate  the 
idea  that  there  should  be  no  schools  at  all ;  and  the  question 
as  to  cost  was  therefore  between  public  schools  of  the  very 
best  character,  and  private  schools,  such  as  had  been  in  ex- 
istence here  for  a  great  many  years. 

They  found  in  the  first  ward  (Elizabethport)  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  children  between  five  and  eighteen  years  of 
age,  of  whom  about  three  hundred  were  registered  as  attend- 
ing the   public   schools.     They  assumed    that   if   the  public 
schools  were  of  the  first  class,  and  kept  in  a  suitable  building, 
at  least  four  hundred  would  be  regular  attendants.     If  educated 
at  all,  it  must  be  either  at  public  or  private  schools.     The 
terms  of  the  lowest  grade,  or  primary  class,  of  private  schools 
is  two  and  half  dollars  per  quarter,  or  ten  dollars  per  year. 
The   instruction  of  these  four   hundred    children  in  primary 
private  schools  would  cost  the  parents  $4,000,  exclusive  of 
incidental  expenses,  which  would  make  the  amount  $5,000. 
But  this  is  an  imperfect  estimate.     Only  a  portion  of  the  four 
hundred  children  would  be  suitable  for  primary  schools.     The 
remainder   demand  schools   more  advanced,  and   adapted  to 
their  age  and  progress.     But  the  terms  of  tuition  at  such 
private  schools  are  double  and  treble  those  of  the  primary. 
The  estimate  '^as  as  follows :    Two  hundred  children  at  two 
and  a  half  dollars   per   quarter,  or   ten  dollars   per  year,  is 
$2,000.     One  hundred  children  at  five  dollars  per  quarter,  or 
twenty  dollars   per   year,  is   $2,000.     And  one  hundred  at 
seven   and  a  half  dollars   per   quarter,  or  thirty  dollars  per 
year,  is  $3,000.     Total  for  four  hundred  children  in  private 
schools  in  the  first  ward,  $7,000,  to  which  add  for  incidental 
expenses  $1,000,  making  the  entire  cost  $8,000. 

In  the  second  and  third  wards  (Elizabethtown),  they  found 
about  twelve  hundred  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen,  of  whom  they  assumed  that  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
would  be  in  the  first  class  public  schools  in  a  suitable  building. 
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Their  estimate  of  the  cost  of  educating  these  in  private 
schools  was  as  follows  :  Four  hundred  in  primary  private 
schools,  at  two  and  a  half  dollars  per  quarter,  or  ten  dollars 
per  year,  is  $4,000 ;  two  hundred  in  higher  private  schools  at 
five  dollars  per  quarter,  or  twenty  dollars  per  year,  is  $4,000 ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  private  schools,  at  seven  and  a  half 
dollars  per  quarter,  or  thirty  dollars  per  year,  is  $4,500.  Add 
for  incidental  expenses  $2,000,  and  the  total  for  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  children  in  private  schools  for  one  year  was  found  ta 
be  $14,500. 

Upon  inquiry  in  other  cities  where  the  system  of  education 
was  more  extensive  and  costly  than  that  proposed  in  our  city, 
it  was  found  that  the  average  annual  cost  of  each  scholar, 
including  everything  as  calculated  from  the  experience  of 
years,  was  about  seven  dollars.  In  Newark  it  is  six  and  a 
half  dollars,  excepting  the  high  school.  The  commissioners, 
therefore,  found  the  education  of  the  four  hundred  children 
of  the  first  ward,  in  the  best  public  schools,  would  cost  yearly 
$2,800,  and  the  seven  hundred  and  fifty  children  of  the  second 
and  third  wards  $5,250.     Total  for  all,  $8,500. 

A  brief  recapitulation  will  show  the  results  to  which  they 
arrived  for  the  whole  city,  as  between  the  two  systems  of 
public  and  private  schools  : 

Four  hundred  children  in  private  schools  in  firs*t  ward,    $7,000 
Seven  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  private  schools  in 

second  and  third  wards,         .         .         •.         .  12,500 

Incidental  expenses,      ..*...         3,000 


$22,580 


Four  hundred  children  in  public  schools  in  first  ward,    $2,800 
Seven  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  public  schools  in 

second  and  third  wards,         ....  5,250 

Incidental  expenses,  nothing. 

$8,050 
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Total  for  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  private 

schools,         .......         $22,580 

Total  for  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  public 

schools,  • 8,050 


Difference, $14,450 

Or  the  yearly  saving  to  the  citizens  by  the  education  of 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  children  in  public  schools  of  the  first 
class,  over  the  expenses  for  the  same  in  private  schools,  was 
found  to  be  $14,450. 

Permit  me  to  relate  in  this  connection  a  recent  incident. 
It  is  told  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city  where  it  occurred.  A 
wealthy  individual  in  the  city,  of  a  miserly  disposition,  was  in 
the  habit  of  always  complaining  greatly  at  the  amount  of  his 
tax  bills.  One  day  he  was  called  upon  by  the  collector  with 
a  special  tax  bill  for  the  erection  of  new  school  houses.  His 
portion  of  the  tax  was  seventy  dollars,  which  he  paid  with  the 
utmost  readiness  ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  his  son,  who  was 
present,  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  surprise  at  his  ap- 
parent satisfaction  with  the  tax.  "My  son,"  replied  the 
father,  *'I  have  gone  into  a  calculation  in  this  matter,  and 
find  that  the  education  of  my  grand  children,  the  expense  of 
which  comes  out  of  my  pocket,  would  cost  in  private  schools 
seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  while  under  the 
public  system  it  only  costs  me  an  occasional  seventy  dollars." 
The  views  of  the  commissioners  were  approved  with  great 
unanimity  by  their  fellow  citizens,  and  they  immediately  began 
to  carry  them  out.  A  brick  school  house,  forty  by  seventy- 
five  feet,  with  two  wings,  each  eleven  by  twenty-two  feet  for 
stairways,  three  stories  high,  each  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet,  has 
been  erected  this  fall  in  the  first  ward.  It  will  accommo- 
date upwards  of  six  hundred  children.  It  will  be  finished  this 
winter,  and  opened  for  the  schools  of  the  ward  early  in  the 
spring.  At  its  dedication  we  hope  you  will  encourage  us  by 
your  presence.     As  early  as  possible  a  still  larger  building  is 
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to  be  erected  for  the  schools  of  the  second  and  third  wards. 
The  cost  of  the  building  already  erected  is  $8,200. 

Meantime,  we  have  graded  our  schools  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, and  are  beginning  to  introduce  the  books  to  be  used 
hereafter,  which  we  make,  as  far  as  possible,  works  of  an 
analytical  character.  Ouf  teachers  have  impressed  upon  them 
the  elevated  position  which  the  schools  are  expected  to  take, 
and  are  required  to  feel  that  they  are  fellow-laborers  with 
the  commissioners  in  this  most  important  and  responsible  un- 
dertaking, and  they  are  anxious  to  fit  themselves  to  perform 
their  parts  with  high  credit.  Monthly  meetings  of  the  teach- 
ers with  the  superintendent  or  commissioners  are  held,  at 
which  all  take  a  part  in  presenting  or  discussing  any  improve- 
ments that  can  be  suggested,  and  in  encouraging  a  lively 
feeling  of  interest  in  the  schools. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  in  all  these  measures  we  have 
received  the  warm  and  hearty  encouragement  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  who  are  fully  sensible  of  their  importance,  and  ready 
to  do  their  utmost  to  secure  a  triumphant  success. 

W.  J.  TENNEY, 
Superintendent. 

LIVINGSTON. 

I  send  my  first  annual  report  of  public  schools  for  Livingston 
township  for  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  children  of  legal  age  residing  in  the  township,  according 
to  the  trustee's  report,  is  four  hundred  ;  the  whole  number  of 
districts  is  five,  and  two  fractional  districts  joined  out  of  town- 
ships, from  all  of  which  reports  have  been  received. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic schools  is  S500  ;  amount  to  be  received  from  the  state, 
$198.42;  balance  on  hand  from  last  year,  $165.36  ;  making 
the  sum  total  for  1855,  $863.78. 

I  have  as  yet  received  only  the  half  of  the  state  appropria- 
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tion,  S99.21 ;  and  the  balance  from  last  quarter,  $165.36 — 
making  a  total  of  $264.57. 

The  township  money  is  not  yet  paid  in.  The  remaining  half 
from  the  state  has  not  come  to  hand. 

There  are  three  male  teachers  at  a  salary  of  $288 ;  and  one 
female  teacher  at  a  salary  of  $250. 
One  district,  No.  5,  has  no  school. 

Three  teachers  have  been  licensed  and  one  rejected,  and  one 
left  without  being  examined. 

District  No.  1.  School  open  four  quarters  ;  average  number 
per  quarter,  thirty-five  ;  number  in  district,  eighty  ;  appropri- 
ation, $139.68. 

District  No.  2.  School  open  four  quarters ;  average  number 
per  quarter,  twenty-four  ;  number  in  district,  sixty-six ;  ap- 
propriation, $115.14. 

District  No.  3.  School  open  four  quarters  ;  average  number 
per  quarter,  twenty-five  ;  number  in  district,  ninety ;  appro- 
priation $157.14. 

District  No.  4.  School  open  four  quarters  ;  average  number 
per  quarter  forty-five  ;  number  in  district,  ninety-nine  ;  appro- 
priation, $172.86. 

District  No.  5.  School  open  two  quarters  ;  average  number 
per  quarter,  twenty-three  ;  number  in  district,  thirly-nine  ; 
appropriation,  $68.10. 

From  the  above  statement,  you  will  observe  the  inequality 
of  distributing  the  public  money  under  the  present  system. 
Now,  in  order  to  have  free  schools  in  numbers  one,  two,  three, 
and  four,  the  township  would  be  required  to  raise  about  three 
dollars  per  child,  independent  of  the  state  money,  while  num- 
ber five  would  require  about  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
child  ;  this  causes  trouble  in  raising  the  necessary  amount. 
This  same  difficulty  is  not  local. 

As  to  licensing -teachers  by  the  town  superintendent  and 
trustees,  in  my  view,  it  falls  far  short  of  fulfilling  the  intention 
of  the  law.  We  should  have  a  legally  appointed  board  of 
teachers  for  each  county,  to  meet  twice  in  each  year,  to  ex- 
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amine  and  license  teachers,  and  also  to  keep  a  list  of  teachers 
making  application  for  situations,  in  order  that  the  several  dis- 
tricts might  know  where  to  send  for  a  teacher,  without  being 
obliged  to  take  such  as  are  traveling  around. 

Our  district  schools  will,  of  necessity,  have  to  be  held  as 
primary  schools,  and  then  have  high  schools  conveniently  lo- 
cated, so  that  the  scholars,  after  having  passed  through  the 
primary  schools,  may  be  admitted  into  them  and  pass  through 
all  the  higher  branches  of  an  English  education. 

Our  schools  in  this  township  may  be  said  to  be  improving. 
There  is,  a,, better  feeling  prevailing  towards  public  schools. 
There  is  a  more  general  feeling  for  free  schools  than  is  gen- 
erally admitted,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  with  difficulty  the 
schools  can  be  kept  open  longer  than  the  public  money  lasts. 

Our  school  houses  are  only  in  tolerable  condition.  There 
are  no  shade  trees  around  any  them. 

We  want  a  more  particular  law  for  building  and  keeping  the 
school  houses  in  good  and  convenient  repair. 

The  state  of  New  Jersey  is  able,  and  I  think  willing,  that 
her  children  should  be  educated,  and  I  hope  the  wise  men  of 
our  state  will  frame  and  pass  a  good  free  school  law  this 
winter. 

H.  V.  B.  JACOB  as, 
Town  Superintendent. 


ORANGE. 


Thestatistics  of  this  year  are  nearer  the  truth,  I  think,  than 
any  I  have  before  sent ;  yet  I  must  confess,  they  are  partly 
conjectural,  although  great  pains  has  been  taken  to  secure 
accurate  reports  from  the  several  districts. 

The  reports  from  some  of  the  districts  have  been  very  im- 
pefect,  gathered  up  from  the  trustees,  in  the  stead  of  teachers, 
some  of  the  schools  being  now  vacant,  and  their  records  inac- 
cessible. 

"  Terms  of  tuition" — that  is,  moneys  paid  per  quarter  by 
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pupils,  over  and  above  what  .is  raised  by  the  township  and 
appropriated  by  the  state  vary  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar, 
and  in  some  of  the  schools  the  extra  payment  is  considered 
about  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  books  and  incidentals.  I 
have  put  this  item,  seventy-five  cents,  as  an  average. 
Under  the  head  "  amount  received  from  other  sources,"  I  have 
placed  fifteen  dollars,  which  is  the  interest  on  a  small  school 
fund  owned  by  one  of  the  districts.  There  was  at  the  time  of 
my  last  report,  an  unexpended  balance  in  my  hands  of  not  far 
from  five  hundred  dollars,  and  at  this  present  date  nearly  eight 
hundred  dollars.  The  central  district  raises  by  special  tax 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  placed  under'the  head, 
'*  amount  raised  in  addition  for  building,  repairing,  &c."  In 
other  districts,  the  reported  expenses  for  repairs  and  furnishing 
school  houses  vary  from  five  to  sixty  dollars.  The  sums  set 
down  as  salaries  of  teachers,  are  averaged,  the  highest  salary 
being  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  lowest  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  that  is,  for  males,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty  for  females. 

Most  of  the  schools  under  my  superintendence  are  conducted 
by  competent  teachers,  and  some  of  them  are  entitled  to  a 
much  higher  commendation  than  this  language  imports.  There 
is  evidently  a  progressive  spirit  among  us,  which  is  doubtless 
an  augury  of  greater  excellence  soon  to  be  attained  by  the 
schools  of  our  state.  The  avidity  manifested  by  our  schools 
to  receive  the  state  gift  of  "  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictiona- 
ry," may  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  a  desire  to  secure  every 
available  advantage  on  the  part  of  the  people,  while  the  gift 
itself  is  another  proof  of  the  well-timed  fostering  care  of  our 
state  over  one  of  its  most  important  interests. 

ALBERT  PIERSON, 

Superintendent, 
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RAHWAY. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  state,  from  per- 
sonal examination,  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  schools  in 
this  township  ender  my  care,  and  the  growing  attention  that 
is  paid  to  them  by  the  inhabitants.  All  the  schools  have  now 
neat,  commodious  school  houses,  which  are  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  which  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  state. 
The  branches  taught  are  of  a  higher  grade  than  the  year  pre- 
vious, and  the  result  of  the  public  examinations  that  I  have 
introduced  quarterly,  show  that  the  pupils  are  rapidly  advanc- 
ing in  their  studies.  By  advancing  the  salaries  of  our  teachers, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  secure  the  services  of  those  better 
competent  to  fill  the  important  trusts  committed  to  their  care. 
But  still  the  remuneration  is  too  small,  and  until  it  can  be 
increased,  or  some  other  mode  adopted,  we  shall  have  to  make 
the  best  of  it.  One  of  our  teachers  receives  one  thousand 
dollars,  yet  the  others  must  necessarily  be  small.  Some  of 
our  teachers  I  have  taken  from  the  Franklin  district  school, 
where  they  were  pupils,  and  I  am  very  happy  to  state  that 
they  give  general  -satisfaction,  showing  that  we  can  obtain 
near  at  hand  what  is  most  desirable,  good  teachers. 

As  a  general  thing,  I  must  say  that  those  applying  for  situa- 
tions are  not  as  well  prepared  for  the  post  as  they  should  be, 
and  of  necessity,  those  taught  must  suffer, ;  yet  under  the 
circumstances,  we  are  obliged  to  overlook  some  important 
requisites  in  these  applicants  for  schools,  and  console  ourselves 
with  the  thought  that  it  is  the  best  that  we  can  do. 

But  still  we  hope  for  better  things.  ^^^ There  is  one  thing  that 
constantly  gives  cause  of  embarrassment,  and  that  is  with  the 
condition  of  those  districts  formed  from  two  townships,  or 
rather  two  districts  using  the  same  house,  sometimes  union 
districts.  Our  township  raises  three  dollars  per  child,  whilst 
some  of  the  other  township  but  a  small  pittance.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  one  is  in  funds  and  wants  school — the  other  has 
no  interest  in  having  school  longer  than  the  public  money 
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lasts.  And  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  is  often  thus  that  the 
cause  of  education  suffers.  Its  remedy  rests  with  the  legisla- 
ture. 

JOHN  H.  JANEWAY, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  statistical  report  herewith  transmitted, 
that  'the  number  of  children  who  have  attended  school  for  12 
months  is  very  small.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact,  that  but  one 
school  has  been  kept  in  operation  for  the  whole  year.  In  this 
school  we  have  an  excellent  teacher  employed,  on  salary  by 
the  year.  I  wish  I  could  say  this  of  all  our  schools.  Too 
many  of  our  teachers  are  mere  birds  of  passage  ;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  those  who,  for  want  of  qualifications,  are  unable  to  sus- 
tain themselves  long  in  any  place.  Even  competent  teachers 
seem  not  to  be  aware  of  the  injury  they  do  themselves  and 
the  cause  of  education  by  the  frequency  of  change  to  which 
they  are  given.  This  evil  may  be  remedied  in  part  by  in- 
creasing their  compensation ;  but  this  can  be  accomplished  by 
none -so  well  as  the  teacher  himself. 

^~^But  one  of  our  schools  has  been  kept  free,  and  that  for  a 
short  time  only.  Better  satisfaction  is  given  by  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  public  funds  in  due  proportion  through  each  quar- 
ter, exacting  small  tuition  bills  from  those  who  are  able  to  pay, 
to  meet  the  deficiency  of  the  teacher's  salary.  The  poor  are 
required  to  pay  nothing  for  the  education  of  their  children.    J 

We  have  no  county  examiners;  consequently  the  duty  of  exam- 
ining teachers  devolves  upon  the  superintendent  and  trustees. 
In  all  cases  this  duty  is  attended  to  ;  although  I  regret  to  say, 
the  teacher  is  sometimes  set  to  work  before  the  superintendent 
receives  the  information.  In  this  case  the  examination  is  ne- 
cessarily less  thorough  and  satisfactory  than  could  be  desired. 
There  is  a  great  necessity  for  county  or  state  examiners,  with- 


73 

out  whose  certificate  of  competency  no  teacher  should  be 
engaged.  I  concur  heartily  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
state  superintendent  to  the  last  legislature  on  this  subject. 

Under  the  head  of  "  amount  received  from  other  sources,'' 
I  have  given  the  balance  of  public  funds  in  my  hands. 

ROBERT  STREET, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 


FRANKLIN    TOWNSHIP. 


In  compliance  with  our  school  law,  I  submit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report.  There  has  been  no  special  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  schools  in  Franklin  township  from  last  year. 
The  schools  generally  are  kept  free. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  in  building  and  repairing  houses 
is  continued.  One  new  district  has  been  formed  and  money 
raised  to  build  a  house  thereon.  In  district  No.  4,  they  have 
enlarged  their  school  house  and  give  it  a  thorough  repair.  Ex- 
iners  have  been  appointed  ;  teachers  generally  licensed.  In 
the  statistical  report  you  will  perceive  the  number  that  were 
in  attendance  during  the  different  periods  of  months  is  different 
and  less  than  last  year.  There  was  an  error  last  ye?r,  caused 
by  the  neglect  of  teachers  not  keeping  a  correct  register  of 
the  schools ;  consequently  the  number  was  over  rated. 
Amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in  the  township,  one  thousand 
dollars  ;  in  district  No  1,  five  hundred  dollars.  Amount  re- 
ceived from  state,  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  nine- 
ty-two cents  ;  which  amount  has  and  is  to  be  appropriated  for 
tuition.  In  district  No.  12,  three  hundred  dollars  has  been 
raised  by  tax,  to  be  appropriated  in  building  a  school  hotjse  in 
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said  district.  In  visiting  some  of  the  schools  in  the  township, 
I  find  a  great  deficiency  in  books  ;  teachers  enter  the  complaint 
that  the  parents  are  unwilling  to  procure  or  provide  books  at 
their  own  expense,  and  the  teachers  are  unwilling  to  procure 
them  with  the  public  money ;  consequently  their  money  is  ex- 
pended and  children  but  very  little  profited.  Im  am  well  sat- 
isfied that  where  the  parents  are  not  interested  in  the  education 
of  their  children,  that  the  public  money  is  wasted. 

S.  G.  PORCH, 
Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  statistical  report,  I  add  briefly  : 

1.  The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  licensed 
according  to  law. 

2.  The  price  of  tuition,  from  three  cents  per  day  to  five 
dollars  per  quarter,  according  to  the  different  branches  taught. 

3.  Examiners  have  been  appointed  for  the  county. 

4..  There  has  been  no  schools  maintained  free  during  the 
past  year  in  this  township.  The  public  funds  have  been  dis- 
tributed by  the  trustees  in  due  proportion  through  each  quar- 
ter, leaving  the  employers  to  settle  the  balance. 

This  plan  has  been  found  by  experience,  to  work  better  than 
to  have  a  free  school  one  part  of  the  year,  and  to  depend 
wholly  on  the  employers  for  support  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

Having  but  recently  been  called  to  perform  the  duties  of 
town  superintendent,  I  cannot,  therefore,  give  you  as  correct 
a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  schools  as  I  desire. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  towhship,  and  it  affords 
me  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  are  unmis- 
takable evidences  of  improvements  in  the  mode  of  teaching, 
and  the  method  of  government  and  discipline  adopted  in  said 
schools  generally. 
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The  school  houses  are  kept  in  good  order  generally,  and 
conducted  by  competent  teachers,  who  are  indefatigable  ia 
their  exertions,  faithful  in  th'e  discharge  of  their  duties,  mani- 
festing an  anxious  desire  to  discharge  their  arduous  duties 
with  industry  and  faithfulness ;  appearing,  as  indeed  they 
should,  to  be  animated  by  the  consciousness  of  doing  good — 
that  best  of  all  consolations,  that  noblest  of  all  motives. 

The  branches  taught  are  orthography,  reading,  writing, 
English  grammar,  composition,  geography,  modern  history, 
arithmetic,  algebra,  mensuration,  surveying,  navigation,  as- 
tronomy, natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  physiology,  &c. 

JOHN  STETS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HARRISON". 

The  accompanying  tabular  statement  of  the  schools  in  Har- 
rison township  is  not  so  correct  as  I  had  hoped  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  transmitting,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  several  teach- 
ers to  keep  a  record  of  the  necessary  "  data."  Notwithstand- 
ing, I  think  I  have  been  able,  by  reference  to  my  sc*hool  diary 
and  other  sources,  to  supply  the  deficiency  very  nearly.  In 
view  of  the  difficulty  mentioned,  which,  I  presume,  occurs  to 
a  considerable  extent  throughout  the  state,  allow  me  comform- 
ably  with  your  wish,  to  suggest  the  importance  of  incorpo- 
rating in  our  school  law  a  provision  requiring  the  state  super- 
intendent to  furnish  every  town  superintendent  with  a  blank 
register  for  each  school  in  his  township,  to  be  filled  up  by  the 
teachers  with  such  information  in  regard  to  school  matters  as 
is  necessary  to  a  general  report.  These  registers  should  al- 
ways be  open  for  public  inspection,  and  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter  or  term  be  delivered  to  the  town  superintendent ;  and 
in  order  to  insure  the  performance  of  this  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers,  I  would  in  all  cases  of  default  have  the  town  su- 
perintendent withhold  the  payment  of  their  orders.     Such  a 
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provision  would  greatly  facilitate  the  acquirement  of  correct 
school  data. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  learn  that  the  character  of  our 
schools  in  Harrison  township  is  improving.  During  the  past 
year,  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  districts  generally  have 
evinced  an  increased  interest  for  the  promotion  of  education  in 
their  midst.  Many  who  formerly  deprecated  a  liberal  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  have  at  length  been  made  to  see  their  error 
and  are  now  prominent  among  those  who  are  laboring  to  en- 
courage it. 

Formerly  the  question  was  genferal  with  us  in  regard  to  a. 
teacher,  would  he  serve  for  a  low  price  ?  could  he  threaten 
and  whip  his  pupils  into  subjection  ?  Now  the  inquiry  seems  ■ 
to  be,  what  are  his  qualifications,  and  can  he  successfully  im- 
part what  he  understands  ?  and  furthermore,  is  he  sober,  moral 
and  intelligent  ?  The  result  of  this  test,  I  am  happy  to  say, . 
is  an  exclusion  of  many  a  worthless  applicant  from  the  respon- 
sible office  of  teacher. 

There  is  yet,  however,  roon^  for  reform  in  many  particulars. 
A  more  enlarged  liberality  on  the  part  of  patrons  to  the  in-- 
structors  of  their  children  is  required,  inasmuch  as  other  de- 
partments of  business  around  offer  better  inducements  to  per- 
sons of  education.  In  some  instances  there  is  a  great  need  of 
better  arranged  and  more  comfortable  edifices  for  instruction 
than  are  now  afforded.  In  several  districts  not  embracing  a 
village  population,  the  schools  are  closed  one-fourth  of  the 
year.  This  is  wrong,  and  will  not,  I  hope,  be  permitted  here- 
after. 

Last  spring,  at  our  town  meeting,  we  raised  eight  hundred 
and  five  dollars  for  education,  being  just  one  dollar  for  each 
scholar.  Our  quota  of  the  state  school  fund  was  five  hundred 
and  seventy -five  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents — of  last  year's 
revenue  there  remained  unexpended  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents  ;  so  that  altogether  we  have  ■ 
had  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- five  dollars  and 
eighty-six  cents,  or  nearly  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
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per  scholar.  I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  sum  per  scholar 
as  voted  last  spring,  should  not  he  so  far  increased  as  to  make 
our  schools  entirely  free.  And  here  allow  me  to  inquire  if  the 
cause  of  education  in  our  state  does  not  demand  the  appropri- 
ation of  a  larger  state  fund  ?  Why  not  thus  appropriate  all 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  public  works  and  leave  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  state  to  be  met  by  taxation?  Another 
inquiry  I  would  make  :  would  it  be  other  than  just  and  equita- 
ble to  impose  upon  every  individual  a  small  poll  tax,  by  way 
of  increasing  the  means  of  enlightening  the  masses  ?  By  the 
present  system  of  taxation,  those  who  pay  only  a  poll  tax  for 
township  and  county  purposes,  such  as  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  crime,  and  the  relief  of  pauperism,  pay  no  school  tax, 
and  yet  very  often  receive  the  most  benefit  from  the  school 
fund. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  true  friends  of  common  school 
education  in  New  Jersey^  to  know  that  a  normal  school  has 
been  instituted  in  their  midst,  to  send  forth  to  the  rising  gene- 
ration a  supply  of  teachers  whose  qualifications  and  modes  of 
instruction  will  be  fully  up  to  the  farthest  advance  of  the 
times.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  exceedingly  glad,  and  I  hope 
to  see  the  time  when  the  normal  school  army  shall  take  pos- 
session of  the  fifteen  hundred  school  houses  in  our  state. 

At  the  present  time,  at  least  one-fifth  of  our  teachers  are  total- 
ly incompetent  to  discharge  the  responsibl  duties  they  assume^ 
Not  only  are  they  wofully  deficient  in  scholastic  knowledge,  but 
equally  unacquainted  with  approved  modes  of  imparting  it : 
furthermore,  they  know  but  little  of  the  matter  of  discipline 
and  government,  and  in  some. cases  have  not  even  a  good 
moral  character  to  recommend  them  !  How  often  it  occurs 
that  the  office  of  teacher  is  assumed  through  an  idea  that  it 
will  be  an  easier  pursuit  than  working  in  the  shop  of  the  me- 
chanic or  following  the  plough.  Not  long  since  an  applicant 
called  on  me  to  undergo  an  examination.  Accordingly  I  ex- 
amined him,  but  found  him  extremely  ignorant  of  every  branch 
taught  in  our  schools.     To  the  surprise  I  expressed  that  he 
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of  being  taught  liimself,  he  said  he  thought  he  could  ^^ put  in 
his  time  through  the  winter  to  better  advantage  than  making 
baskets!''  In  view  of  the  facts  attending  the  examination,  I 
took  occasion  to  recommend  him  to  continue  at  his  old  voca- 
tion and  leave  the  education  of  children  for  better  hands. 

When  will  our  parents  and  guardians  learn  the  proper  value 
of  the  pretensions  of  such  applicants,  who,  to  "  put  in  their 
time,''  will  serve  cheaply,  though  to  the  great  detriment  of 
those  under  their  charge. 

Among  the  ranks  of  our  teachers  may  be  found  some  who 
have  got  there  merely  because  of  sympathy  on  account  of  cer- 
tain physical  disabilities  to  attend  to  other  employments.  In 
this  way  it  often  happens  that  the  veriest  ignoramus  comes  to 
be  the  master — I  will  not  say  instructor — of  our  children,  whose 
time  is  too  valuable  to  be  thus  wasted.  He  cannot  do  ought 
else,  say  his  friends,  so  let  him  go  into  the  school  house — it  is 
vacant.  Better, /or  better,  for  both  children  and  parents,  that 
the  school  house  remain  closed,  and  twice  the  amount  of  the 
unfortunate  master's  salary  given  him  gratuitously  ! 

In  our  county  (Gloucester)  examiners  have  been  appointed, 
but  their  examinations,  judging  from  circumstances,  have  not 
been  as  rigid  as  necessary,  and  especially  of  late,  when  so  many 
good  teachers  are  forsaking  their  old  calling  for  other  depart- 
ments of  business  that  pay  better. 

If  my  report  is  not  already  too  long,  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  "  teachers'  institutes."  These  institutes  I  hold  to  be,  if 
properly  conducted,  very  important  auxiliaries  not  only  to 
those  who  ar.»  preparing  for,  but  also  for  those  who  have  al- 
ready assumed  the  responsibilities  of  instructor.  One  of  them 
was  appointed  in  Gloucester  county  last  fall.  Due  notice  was 
given  of  the  appointment  by  newspapers  and  handbills,  but 
through  a  mistaken  idea  of  the  purposes  in  view,  the  attend- 
ance of  teachers  was  small.  Notwithstanding,  much  good  was 
done,  and  the  way  prepared  for  more  successful  efforts  here- 
after.    Dr.  Hoagland  conducted  the  exercises  of  the  occasion, 
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and  the  ability  with  which  he  filled  his  position  secured  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  all  present.  It  must  be  a  source  of  re- 
gret to  all  interested  in  this  new  movement,  that  the  services 
of  so  zealous  a  friend  of  education  could  not  longer  be  retained. 
I  hope  that  his  successor  may  be  selected  with  as  much  refer- 
-ence  to  talent  and  energy. 

WILLIAM  H.  SNOWDEN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WOOLWICH. 

The  schools  in  this  township,  are  not  in  as  prosperous  a  con- 
dition as  could  be  wished,  owing  entirely  to  the  small  compen- 
sation paid  to  teachers  :  nearly  all  of  whom  have  been  exam- 
ined and  licensed. 

Five  hundred  dollars  have  been  raised  by  tax,  for  repairing 
school  houses,  exclusive  of  Swedesboro'  No.  3,  in  which  six 
hundred  dollars  was  assessed,  only  part  of  which  has  been 
-collected  and  none  received  by  the  superintendent.  County 
examiners  have  been  appointed. 

A  new  district  has  been  formed  of  part  of  Bridgeport  and 
called  Cooper's  school  district. 

J  C.  KIRBY, 
Superintendent 


HUDSON  COUNTY. 


HOBOKEN  CITY. 


The  city  of  Hoboken  contains  a  population  of  about  six 
thousand  five  hundred  inhabitants. 
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The  census  taken  by  the  school  trustees  in  April  last, 
shewed  there  were — boys  606,  girls  625,  total  1281,  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  resident  therein. 

There  is  no  school  house  belonging  to  the  city.  The  Ho-  ( 
boken  Land  and  Improvement  Company  erected  a  'building  in 
1854  for  common  schools.  It  comprises  a  primary  department 
for  boys  and  girls,  a  girl's  grammar  school,  and  a  grammar 
school  for  boys.  The  company  have  this  year  built  ^n  addi- 
tion thereto  in  the  rear  of  the  former  building  which  is  just 
completed,  and  is  open  for  the  reception  of  pupils  of  each  de- 
nomination. They  furnished  the  schools  with  all  requisite  fur- 
niture at  their  own  expense,  and  without  making  any  charge 
for  rent ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  they  will  make  any,  so  long  as 
I  it  may  be  required  for  common  school  purposes. 
There  are  at  present  in  the  primary  department  of  boys 

?.nd  girls.  156 

In  the  girls  grammar  school,  130 

In  the  boys  grammar  school  on  register,  246,  attendance 

(152).  152 


Total  of  actual  attendance,  426 

The  disproportionate  attendance  in  the  boys  department 
arises  in  part  from  truancy,  which  is  more  prevalent  with  boys, 
and  their  services  being  more  frequently  required  by  their  par- 
ents. In  the  girls  grammar  school  and  also  in  the  primary . 
department,  the  number  on  register  does  not  greatly  exceed 
the  regular  attendance.  The  school  room  can  'at  present  ac- 
commodate about  150  mojre  pupils,  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  induce  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

The  school  house  is  located  in  Garden  street  above  Third, 
in  a  central  location  of  the  city.  The  school  rooms  are  well 
ventilated  and  in  winter  well  warmed  by  stoves.  The 
school  commences  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  an  intermission  of 
one  hour  at  noon  for  the  scholars  to  return  home  to  dinner,  re- 
opens at  one  o'clock,  and  closes  at  half-past  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
No  charge  is  permitted  to  be  made  for  tuition,  books,  &c. 
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I  have  received  from  the  collector  of  taxes,  being  the  Hobo-    U 
ken  apportionment  of  the  state  fund  to  October,  1855,  the  sum     ■' 
of  four   hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 
The  appropriation  for  the  present  year  voted  by  the  citizens  at 
the  annual  election,  is  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  and  also  by 
city  ordinance  under  the  charter,  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  upon    ^ 
each  free   white  male  inhabitant  of  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  upwards.     As  this  latter  tax  is  yet  in  course  of  collection, 
I  cannot  state  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  what  sum  may  be 
collected,  but  there  will  be,  without  any  doubt,  sufficient  ap- 
propriations to  meet  the  requirement  of  school  purposes  for  the  • 
present  year. 

My  average  visitation  at  the  schools  has  been  at  least  once 
a  fortnight,  and  that  of  the  trustees  as  often  as  their  other  avo- 
cations would,  I  presume,  permit.  As  far  as  my  observation 
extended,  the  teachers  performed  their  duties,  faithfully,  and 
the  scholars  progressing  favorably. 

List  of  Books  used  in  the  Boys'  Grammar  School — Sanders' 
Spelling  Book,  Swan's  Spelling  Book,  Sanders'  Reader,  No. 
3  and  4,  Mandeville's  Course  of  Reading,  Webster's  Diction- 
ary, Parker's  History,  Brown's  English  Grammar,  Morse's 
Geography,  Mitchell's  Geography,  Thompson's  Arithmetic 
and  Tables,  Andrews'  and  Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar. 

Lis*  of  Books  used  in  the  Girls'  Grammar  School — Swan's 
Spelling  Books,  Sanders'  Reader,  Nos.  2,  3  and  4,  Parker's 
History,  Brown's  English  Grammar,  Cornell's  Geography, 
Thompson's  Arithmetic,  McLaurens'  System  of  Writing. 

Primary  Department — Primary  School  Primmer,  Sanders' 
Reader,  1  and  2,  Alphabet,  &c. 

Prior  to  the  midsummer  vacation,  a  public  examination  of  ^jg 
the  children  was  held  by    the  superintendent  and  trustees,  to  ,  |^ 
which,  the  mayor  and  common  council  were  invited,  (the  size  r 
of  the  schools  not  affording  space  for  the  same  being  extended 
to  the  citizens  generally)  who  expressed  themselves  gratified 
with  the  present  condition  of  the  schools  ;  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  common  schools  of  Hoboken  are  at-  .  ; 
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taining  popularity  with  our  citizens  generally,  and  I  think  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
schools  in  the  state,  making  due  allowance  for  our  limited 
population,  and  the  means  appropriated  for  school  purposes. 

EDMUND  CHARLES, 
Superintendent. 


JERSEY  CITY. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary  interest  to  the 
public  schools  of  Jersey  City.  During  that  time  the  board  of 
education  have  erected  and  furnished  one  first  class  school 
house  in  the  fourth  ward,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-two  thousand 
dollars.  This  building  is  complete  in  every  respect ;  nothing 
has  been  omitted  which  might  tend  to  promote  the  health  or 
convenience  of  teachers  or  pupils.  The  building  erected  in  the 
second  ward  in  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven  has  been 
thoroughly  renovated  and  furnished  in  the  same  manner  ;  and 
from  the  increased  interest  manifested  by  our  citizens  since  the 
completion  of  these  improvements,  it  is  evident  that  they  fully 
approve  of  the  liberal  expenditure  of  money  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we  have  one  primary  schooL 
and  one  for  colored  children,  thus  furnishing  accommodations 
for  about  two  thousand  pupils.  . 

While  these  are  not  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  our  growing 
city,  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  what  we 
have  accomplished,  and  hope  soon  to  make  more  ample  provi- 
sions by  erecting  another  building  in  the  third  ward,  a  site  for 
which  has  been  secured. 

The  board  of  education  have  taken  incipient  steps  to  open 
an  evening  school  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  occupation 
prevents  their  attendance  upon  day  schools,  and  also  a  normal 
school,  to  be  held  on  Saturdays,  for  junior  teachers.  This 
plan,  if  carried  into  execution,  it  is  thought  will  greatly  pro- 
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mote  the  interest  of  our  schools  by  rendering  our  teachers 
more  efficient,  and  introducing  a  uniform  system  of  instruction 
in  the  several  schools.  The  branches  taught  are  spelling,  read- 
ing, writing,  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  astronomy,  his- 
tory, composition,  elocution,  algebra,  book-keeping,  music, 
and  drawing,  thus  placing  within  the  reach  of  all  the  children 
in  the  city  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  thorough  English 
education  without  the  least  expense  to  themselves. 

The  punctual  attendance,  uniform  good  order,  and  rapid 
advancement  made  by  the  pupils  under  instruction,  shows  how 
well  these  privileges  are  appreciated  by  parents  and  children, 
and  that  the  teachers  are  worthy  the  high  position  they  oc- 
cupy. 

With  efficient  and  devoted  teachers,  commodious  and  con- 
venient buildings,  and  a  community  awake  to  the  subject  of 
public  education,  we  hope  that  the  public  schools  of  Jersey 
City  will  soon,  if  they  do  not  at  present,  take  the  first  rank 
among  these  useful  institutions. 

The  present  condition  of  our  schools,  in  point  of  numbers,  is 
as  follows  : 

No.  1.  Male  Department — G.  H.  Linsley^  principal,  as- 
sisted by  four  teachers,  208  pupils  ;  female  department — Miss 
Wisty,  principal,  assisted  by  four  teachers,  261  ;  primary  de- 
partment. Miss  Koy,  principal,  assisted  by  four  teachers,  520. 
No.  2.  Male  Department — C.  A.  Yarrington,  principal,  as- 
sisted by  four  teachers,  248  ;  female.  Miss  Wilson,  principal, 
assisted  by  four  teachers,  259  ;  primary,  Miss  Chandler,  prin- 
cipal, assisted  by  four  teachers,  418.  No.  3.  Prnnary,  Miss 
Dudley,  principal,  assisted  by  one  teacher,  124  ;  colored.  Miss 
Lively  30.     Total,  33  teachers  and  2068  pupils. 

A.  S.  JEWELL, 

Superintendent . 
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HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 

ALEXANDRIA    TOWNSHIP. 

I  find  in  nearly  all  the  districts  of  this  township,  that  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  children  do  not  sufficiently  appreciate 
the  value  of  education,  and  do  not  seem  to  make  any  effort  to 
keep  up  the  schools.  In  some  districts  only  two  quarters  are 
taught  in  the  year ;  in  a  few  others,  none  or  only  one  quarter, 
and  I  believe,  with  their  present  views  and  feelings,  if  the 
whole  school  bill  was  all  paid,  it  would  not  be  much  better. 
The  dividend  this  year  has  been  87|  cents  per  scholar,  last 
year  it  was  $2.36.  This  has  been  assigned  as  a  reason  why:' 
no  tax  has  been  raised  this  year.  I  find  in  two  of  the  districts 
all  the  public  money  has  been  expended,  for  two  years,  in 
erecting  school  houses,  and  one,  at  least,  expects  to  appropri- 
ate the  school  fund,  for  years  to  come,  to  pay  a  debt  contracted 
in  erecting  a  school  house,  and  yet  in  this  same  district  they 
keep  up  a  good  school  all  the  year. 

JOSEPH  J.  SLEEPER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


BETHLEHEM. 

The  schools  of  Bethlehem  township  during  the  past  nine 
months  have  been  kept  in  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  teachers  have  been  intelligent,  industrious,  and 
moral.  They  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
their  pupils  the  importance  of  virtue  and  truth,  as  well  as  of 
intellectual  attainments.  In  some  districts  the  public  fund  has 
been  divided,  and  a  certain  portion  of  it  has  been  appropriated 
to  each  quarter.  In  others,  the  schools  have  been  kept  en- 
tirely free  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  the  remainder  by  sub- 
scription.    But  none  of  them  have  been  kept  free  during  the 
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•whole  year.  A  division  of  the  public  money  into  four  equal 
shares  appears  to  be  the  best  way  of  appropriating  it,  unless 
there  is  enough  to  keep  the  schools  entirely  free  at  least  ten 
months  in  a  year.  That  there  are  many^defects  in  the  present 
school  law,  no  one  will  pretend  to  deny  ;  but  as  an  able  and 
efficient  committee  has  jilready  been  appointed  to  revise  and 
amend  it,  suggestions  from  me^may  perhaps  be  considered  pre- 
sumption. Besides,  the  question  has  been  so  frequently  dis- 
cussed that  the  people  are  well  acquainted  with  its  deficiencies 
and  only  await  the  acti*i  of  the  legislature  for  a  full  and  com- 
plete law.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  voters  of  this 
township,  or  a  great  majority  of  them,  are  in  favor  of  a  gene- 
ral state  law  in  regard  to  raising  money,  instead  of  the  present 
one  leaving  it  to  each  township. 

Whatever  sum  the  legislature  may  see  fit  to  appropriate  for  1 
school  purposes  should  be  general.  The  people  of  one  town- 
ship should  be  taxed  as  much  as  the  people  of  another — 
■whether  it  should  be  one,  two,  or  three  dollars  per  scholar,  I 
■will  not  undertake  to  say,  but  let  it  be  a  state,  and  not  a  town- 
ship tax.  Let  the  legislature  fix  the  sum,  and  if  the  people 
are  not  satisfied  with  it,  they  can  easily  change  it.  In  order 
to  ascertain  at  all  times  the  true  state  of  things  in  regard  to 
7*^our  schools,  the  law  should  be  more  stringent  and  more  pre- 
cise. It  is  but  little  use  to  enact  a  law  without  a  penalty. 
The  duty  of  every  individual  should  be  distinctly  defined,  and 
he  should  then  be  required  to  perform  it.  Every  teacher 
should  be  required  to  keep  a  record  and  make  a  report  to  the 
town  superintendent,  which  report  should  be  made  under  oath. 
The  trustees'  report  of  the  number  of  scholars  I  think  should 
also  bef  made  under  oath.  We  need  some  law  in  regard  to 
building  and  repairing  school  bouses  and  furnishing  fuel.  Every 
district  ought  to  have  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  keep 
a  record  of  all  that  transpires.  A  collector  would  also  be 
proper.'  Things  have  changed  very  much  in  regard  to  our 
schools,  during  the  past  few  years  ;  teachers  are  better,  and  as 
6 
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a  consequence,  more  respected.  The  schools  are  better  patron- 
ized, and  the  children  are  receiving  a  better  education. 

Teachers'  associations,  teachers'  institutes,  school  celebra- 
tions, exhibitions,  etc.,  are  becoming  frequent  and  common. 
All  these  things  indicate  that  the  people  of  this  section  of 
country  are  fully  enlisted  in  the  cause,  and  that  that  old  oft 
repeated  and  slanderous  story  that  New  Jersey  is  behind  the 
age,  must  cease  to  be  told,  and  the  substitute  must  be.  New 
Jersey  is  already  equal,  and  bids  fair  soon  to  excel  any  and  all 
of  her  sister  states  in  the  cause  of  education. 

MARCUS  D.  WELLS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


DELAWARE. 

The  subjoined  report  exhibits  as  nearly  as  I  am  capable  of 
furnishing,  the  condition,  average  attendance,  etc.,  of  the 
schools  in  Delaware  township,  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey, 
during  the  present  year. 

I  have,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions,  when  not  in 
possession  of  complete  returns  from  the  districts,  filled  up  the 
table  with  the  best  estimate  I  was  able  to  make.  I  presume  it 
will  not  vary  much  from  the  truth. 

The  diflBcullies  in  the  way  of  obtaining  accurate  returns 
from  the  districts  at  the  time  required  by  law,  and  the  expense 
attending  the  same,  I  will  make  the  basis  of  some  suggestions 
respecting  our  present  school  law. 

In  the  first  place,  I  will  submit  whether  the  superintendent 
should  not  be  elective  at  the  fall  election.  As  the  law  now  is, 
the  superintendent  is  under  the  necessity  of  either  going  back 
for  information  four  months  next  preceding  his  election,  or  else 
estimating  for  four  months  ahead,  as  the  report  is  required 
about  the  commencement  of  the  winter  term.  ^ 

'I  would  further  suggest  that  a  portion  of  the  present  duties 
of  the  superintendent  be  transferred  to  the  trustees  of  the  re- 
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spective  school  districts,  and  that  legal  provision  be  made  for 
compensating  them  for  their  services.  I  know  of  no  reason 
why,  while  all  the  other  school  officers  are  paid,  the  district 
trustees  should  be  required  t^  serve  for  nothing. 

The  duties  of  first  importance,  most  intimately  connected 
with  the  well-being  of  the  school,  devolve  upon  them,  and  if 
these  duties  are  in  whole  or  in  part' neglected,  no  supervision 
of  the  superintendents  can  render  the  schools  prosperous,  as 
neither  the  teachers  nor  trustees  are  responsible  to  them. 

As  under  the  existing  law  the  important  duty  of  selecting 
and  employing  teachers  is  entrusted  to  the  district  trustees,  I 
would  respectfully  submit  to  the  state  superintendent  whether 
the  office  should  not  be  rendered  worthy  the  attention  of  com- 
petent men,  and  the  duty  of  visiting  the  schools  be  transferred 
from  the  superintendent  to  them.  The  circumstance  of  their 
being  the  employers,  and  the  consequent  responsibility  to  them, 
gives  them  a  qualification  that  no  superintendent  can  possess, 
and  that  must  necessarily  render  their  supervision  salutary. 
And  in  connection  with  this  provision,  I  would  recommend 
that  the  trustees  be  required  to  procure  from  the  teachers,  at 
the  end  of  each  term,  a  report  embracing  such  information  as 
the  yearly  township  returns  require,  and 'furnish  the  same  to 
the  town  superintendent  previously  to  their  receiving  the  town- 
ship funds.  In  this  way  complete  and  reliable  returns  might 
be  obtained  at  comparatively  trifling  expense. 

The  teachers  are  mostly  employed  by  the  month,  and  somer 
times  leave  the  state  at  the  expiration  of  one  terra.  As  a  cor- 
rect statement  of  the  average  attendance,  etc.,  cannot  be  made 
till  the  expiration  of  a  term,  no  reliable  report  is  ever  likely  to 
be  made  till  every  teacher  is  required  to  furnish  a  report  of  his 
own  school. 

Under  the  present  law  the  superintendent  is  required  to 
traverse  the  entire  township  to  put  up  election  notices  in  the 
several  districts,  a  task  which  could  just  as  well  be  performed 
by  the  trustees  of  the  respective  districts  at  home,  and  the 
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expense. 

The  propriety  of  some  revision  of  existing  laws  will  be  ob- 
Tious,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  notwithstanding^ 
the  annual  expenditure  of  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand 
dollars,  it  remains  doubtful  whether  the  schools  are  in  as  pros- 
perous a  condition  as  when  left  to  themselves.  The  instances 
are  not  unfrequent  where  a  higher  price  is  paid  for  tuition  in 
addition  to  the  funds  than  what  was  paid  when  the  schools  re- 
lied upon  their  own  resources. 

The  tendency  of  the  existing  system  of  legislation  through- 
out has  been  to  impose  burdens  upon  the  schools  and  throw 
obstacles  in  their  way,  for  which  it  furnishes  them  no  adequate 
remuneration. 

EPHRAIM  RITTENHOUSE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAMBERTVILLE. 

The  town  of  Lambertville,  as  reported  last  year,  has  but 
one  school  district  and  but  one  public  school,  which,  as  well 
as  all  the  private  schools,  has  been  in  session  ten  months 
during  the  year.  The  Vfhole  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  of 
the  public  school  during  the  year,  is  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  ;  the  average  number  for  the  several  quarters  is  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  while  the  average  attendance  is  but 
two  hundred  and  seventy.  These  numbers  disclose  an  irreg- 
ularity in  attendance,  as  embarrassing  and  mischievous,  as  it  is 
discreditable.  It  is,  however,  in  part  explained  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  younger  and  poorly  clad  pupils  are  with- 
drawn from  the  schools,  during  the  cold  and  inclement  por- 
tion of  the  year ;  while  many  older  ones  attend  only  during 
that  time. 

There  are  employed  in  this  school,  one  male  and  five  female 
teachers  ;  two  of  the  latter,  however,  receiving  instruction  a 
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part  of  the  time,  and  devoting  about  two-thirds  of  the  school 
hours  to  teaching.  The  salaries  of  the  teachers  per  year  are, 
for  male,  five  hundred  dollars,  and  for  female — except  assist- 
ant pupils — one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  and  for  those,  one 
hundred  dollars  each.     Instruction  is  free  during  the  year. 

Besides  the  public  school  there  are  three  private  schools: 
one  for  girls,  with  three  female  teachers  (partly  a  boarding 
school),  in  which  music,  French  ,and  mathematics  are  taught, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  twenty  pupils,  at  a  mean  rate 
for  tuition  of  thirty-two  dollars  per  year ;  one  for  boys  and 
girls,  in  which  the  English  branches  and  mathematics  are 
taught,  by  two  female  teachers,  with  an  average  number  of 
scholars  on  the  roll,  of  thirty,  and  average  attendance  of 
twenty-three ;  the  mean  rate  of  tuition  being  ten  dollars  pep 
year  ;  and  a  boarding  school  consisting  of  eight  boys,  whose 
principal  studies  are  the  classics  and  mathematics. 

The  average  attendance  then,  upon  all  the  schools  in  the 
town,  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-one.  The  whole  number 
of  children  attending  school  more  or  less  during  the  year, 
(many  of  them  but  a  small  portion  of  the  time),  exclusive  of 
those  from  abroad,  is  about  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 
The  number  of  children  in  the  town  between  five  and  eighteen 
and  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  five  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

There  has  been  received  during  the  year  from  the  state, 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  twelve  cents ;  and 
raised  by  tax,  for  school  purposes,  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
on  account  of  building  and  improvements,  six  hundred  dollars. 
The  whole  sum  paid  for  instruction  in  the  town,  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town,  during  the  year,  is  probably  about  twenty- 
one  hundred  dollars  ;  or  inclusive  of  appropriation  for  building 
purposes,  twenty-seven  hundred  dollars. 

The  interests  of  public  school  instruction  in  this  place,  as 

compared  with   former  years,  have   greatly  improved.     The 

actual  progress  of  the  school  in  the  various  branches  of  study, 

and  what  is  more  important,  in  the   habit  of  study — in  the 

^process  of  mental  training,  is  quite  perceptible,  and  in  view  of 
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the  Various  obstacles  still  in  the  way — quite  satisfactory.  And 
the  public  mind  is  evidently  more  and  more  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  extending  to  the  public  school  its  continuance 
and  support. 

L.  H.  PARSONS. 
Town  Superintendent 


RARITAN. 

There  have  been  no  examiners  appointed  in  this  county  ; 
neither  has  there  been  any.  schools  kept  free  in  this  township 
during  the  past  year.  The  schools  have  all  been  visited  and  the 
teachers  duly  examined  and  regularly  licensed.  There  has 
been  an  increased  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  manifest 
by  a  larger  number  of  scholars  than  usual,  attending  school, 
the  erection  of  large  and  comfortable  school  houses  in  most  of 
the  districts,  and  in  the  employing  of  none  but  good  teachers. 
The  teachers  this  year,  collectively,  have  been  much  more 
competent  than  any  preceding  year,  and  I  am  satisfied  from 
some  extended  observation,  it  only  needs  a  proper  system  of 
free  schools  to  be  established  in  New  Jersey,  to  place  her 
district  schools  in  the  foremost  rank  with  any  of  her  sister 
states. 

GEORGE  P.  REX, 
Town  Superintendent. 


READINGTON. 

In  making  out  my  statistical  report  according  to  directions,  I 
find  considerable  difficulty,  not  because  you  ask  for  too  much 
information,  but  because  of  the  trouble  to  obtain  correct  data. 
Where  partial  registers  are  kept  in  school,  they  are  frequently 
lost  by  change  of  teachers,  so  that  in  making  the  annual  re- 
,port,  the  superintendent  must  rely  on  verbal    statements  of 
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teachers,  or  on  his  own  personal  knowledge  of  the  different 
schools. 

Although  our  present  school  law  needs  some  important  al- 
terations, yet  it  is  very  evident  that  the  people  are  taking  more 
interest  in  public  schools  than  formerly.  The  patrons  of  our 
schools  have  made  up  their  minds  that  good  teachers  are 
cheaper  than  poor  ones  ;  and  a  teacher  who  comes  among  as 
without  proper  qualifications  and  a  certain  degree  of  "  aptness 
to  teach,"  soon  finds  that  his  services  are  not  required  here. 
Several  of  our  teachers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  teachers'  institutes,  and  I  would  here  re- 
mark that  the  largest  number  of  those  who  absent  themselves 
from  these  institutes  are  those  who  need  instruction  most.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  two  institutes  during  the 
past  summer,  and  was  highly  gratified  with  the  proceedings. 
These  institutes  are  not  so  well  attended  as  they  should  be  by 
those  for  whose  especial  benefit  they  were  authorized'  by  the 
legislature.  One  says  "  I  cannot  lose  the  time,"  and  there- 
fore he  suffers  himself  to  lose  the  instruction.  •  But  this 
negligence  to  improve  themselves  is  likely  to  effect  a  cure, 
as  such  teachers,  when  they  offer,  are  soon  allowed  to  "pass 
on."  An  error  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  teachers  has 
become  too  common.  Teachers  are  employed,  and  at  or  near 
the  end  of  the  quarter,  the  superintendent  is  requested  to  come 
and  license  them,  so  that  they  can  draw  the  public  money — 
would  it  not  be  advisable  to  have  the  examination  before  they 
commence  teaching.  A  majority  of  our  people  are  willing  to 
tax  themselves  at  town  meetings  for  the  support  of  our 
schools,  so  long  as  the  law  so  exists,  but  would  undoubtedly 
prefer  that  the  schools  be  made  free,  or  nearly  so,  by  the  state, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  noise  and  confusion  which  frequently  occur 
at  our  town  meetings,  where  one  class  of  persons  are  frequently 
censured  by  others  "  f«r  voting  money  out  of  others'  purses, 
which  vote  does  not  lighten  their  ow-n."  Why  not  use  the 
revenues  of  the  state  for  schools,  and  if  necessary,  raise  a  tax 
to  support  government  ? 
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The  excellent  remarks  of  Governor  Price,  the  state  superin- 
tendent, and  others,  chief  men  of  our  state,  at  our  school  cele- 
bration in  "  Decker's  Woods,"  last  August,  has  not  lessened 
the  ardor  of  parents,  teachers,  or  pupils  in  the  good  cause  ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  are  slowly,  but  steadily,  pressing  onward. 
The  cause  of  education  is  advancing,  and  with  the  fostering 
care  of  our  legislators,  carefully  combining  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence, we  hope  ere  long  to  look  upon  New  Jersey  schools  as 
being  on  a  par  with  the  most  favored  state  ;  when  no  child, 
however  poor  his  parents  may  be,  must  needs  grow  up  in 
ignorance. 

Still,  much  needs  to  be  done  to  make  our  schools  what  they 
should  be.  We  must  have  more  good  teachers,  male  and 
female — those  who  are  willing  to  qualify  themselves  for  the 
station  of  respectable  teachers. 

Many  parents  are  still  negligent  of  the  means  of  improving 
our  schools.  They  are  willing  to  pay  their  money,  but  neglect 
to  see  that  it  is  properly  applied  to  their  children's  benefit. 
They  scaj-cely  ever  visit  the  school  to  encourage  pupils  and 
teacher,  whereas  an  occasional  visit  to  the  school  room  would 
encourage  them  very  much,  and  excite  them  to  renewed  dili- 
gence. 

I  would  further  state  that  no  county  examiners  have  ever 
been  appointed  in  this  county,  although  our  freeholders  have 
frequently  been  urged  to  appoint  them,  on  account  of  economy, 
as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools. 

JOSEPH  THOMPSON, 

Superintendent. 


UMON. 

There  are  no  county  examiners  in  this  county.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  we  raise  no  money  at  town  meeting.  A  very 
great  difficulty  exists  in  doing  so.  Union  township  joins  ffve 
other    townships,    namely  :    Bethlehem,    Lebanon,    Clint(5tt 
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Franklin  and   Alexandria  ;  each  one  of  them  generally  raise 
different  sums  of  money,  (or  no  money  as  the  case  may  be) ; 

hence  there  is  a  constant  difficulty  with  schools  formed  of  parts 
of  two  or  more  townships.  A  great  deal  of  bad  feeling  is  en- 
gendered by  voting  to  raise  money  at  town  meetings  for  the 
support  of  schools.  The  man  of  property  does  not  like  to 
stand  by  and  see  parents  voting  to  make  him  school  their 
children.  They  consider  it  a  species  of  lorce,  and  submit  to 
it  only  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
laws  that  would  work  equally  throughout  the  state.  That  all 
the  townships  should  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing — either  to  V 
raise  a  certain  amount  or  nothing  ;  or  what  I  would  consider 
better,  to  appropriate  the  already  accumulated  resources  of  the 
state,  which  is  justly  the  property  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
state,  to  educational  purposes.  The  less  the  question  is  agi- 
tated at  our  town  meetings  the  better.  We  may  boast  of  the 
money  we  raise,  and  the  taxes  which  we  voluntarily  take  on 
ourselves  for  the  purposes  of  education,  when  the  truth  is,  it  is 
so  much  money  taken  from  the  property  holders  without  their 
consent,  by  the  votes  (and  many  times  with  the  taunts)  of  the 
parents  of  the  children,  at  town  meeting.  _^ 

JOHN  BLANE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WEST  AMWELL. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  in  this  township  since  my  last  annual  report. 
In  two  of  the  districts  the  schools  have  been  kept  open  du- 
ring the  whole  year,  except  short  vacations,  and  in  the  other 
two  districts  they  have  been  kept  open  nine  months  each. 

The  schools  have  not  been  kept  entirely  free  in  any  of  the 
districts  during  any  of  the  quarters.  The  method  generally 
adopted,  being  to  divide  the  public  funds  about  equally  among 
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the  several  quarters,  in  order  to  give  all  classes  of  scholars  an 
opportunity  of  enjoying  their  benefits. 

No  examiners  have  been  appointed  for  this  county.  The 
teachers  have  all  been  licensed  by  the  town  superintendent  in 
connection  with  the  district  trustees. 

I  have  no  recommendations  to  make  for  any  alteration  in 
our  present  school  law,  except  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
altering  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  meetings  to  elect  dis- 
trict trustees.  Under  the  present  law  the  meetings  are  required 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  which  sometimes  hap- 
pens on  or  about  the  first  day  of  that  month,  at  which  time, 
persons  who  change  their  places  of  residence  for  the  year,  are 
about  removing,  requiring  the  assistance  of  their  neighbors,  and 
it  sometimes 'happens  that  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
a  district  are  thus  engaged  on  the  day  for  holding  district 
meetings,  and  hence  little  attention  is  paid  to  them.  This  cir- 
cumstance was  sadly  felt  in  some  of  our  districts,  at  the  time 
of  holding  the  last  annual  meetings ;  and  it  is  at  the  earnest 
request  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  who  thus  felt  the  disadvan- 
tage of  holding  the  district  meetings  on  the  day  now  prescribed 
by  law,  as  well  as  trom  my  own  observations  and  reflections, 
that  I  am  led  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  changing  the  time 
for  holding  said  meetings.  I  feel  hardly  prepared  to  suggest 
any  particular  day  for  holding  them,  but  it  has  been  suggested 
to  me  that  the  first  Saturday  after  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
would  be  appropriate,  and  I  know  of  no-  objections  which 
may  be  urged  against  the  meetings  on  that  day. 

RICHARD  H.  WILSON, 

Superintendent. 
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MERCER  COUNTY. 

EAST    WINDSOR    TOWNSHIP. 

Our  schools  in  this  township,  I  must  say,  are  not  what  they 
should  be ;  as  a  general  thing  there  is  a  lack  of  interest  mani- 
fested in  the  schools  by  trustees  in  not  visiting  the  schools — 
some  of  them  not  seeing  the  inside  of  the  school-houses  more 
than  once  a  year — and  likewise  on  the  part  of  parents  and 
guardians  the  same  fault  is  to  be  found.  But  there  is  evidently 
an  improvement  in  the  schools  within  the  last  three  months^ 
and  if  the  improvement  continues  as  it  has  done,  we  will  have 
no  fault  to  find.  But  one  of  the  greatest  faults  in  our  present 
system  is  our  not  having  sufficient  money  to  make  all  our 
schools  free. 

JOHN  BUTCHER, 

Superintendent. 


HAMILTON. 

Much  indeed  might  be  said  upon  the  economy  of  our  public 
schools,  if  what  improvements  were  named  could  be  rendered 
efficient.  On  the  whole,  this  year,  I  think  some  progress  has 
been  realised.  In  all  our  ten  districts,  I  have  instituted  a 
public  examination,  and  at  the  same  time  an  exhibition  of 
speaking  and  singing,  thus  creating  some  special  interest  and 
attraction  to  parents,  trustees  and  children.  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  behold  the  general  delight  expressed  by  all  attend- 
ing such  performances.  In  some  districts  we  have  had  two  and 
three,  the  houses  crowded  to  overflowing,  while  the  afternoon 
was  appropriated  to  school  exercises,  such  as  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, physiology,  orthography,  arithmetic,  &c.,  and  a  general 
review  of  studies.     In  the  evening  the  rhetorical  and  musical 
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exercises,  and  all  exhibiting  the  greatest  gratification.  Iq 
mild  weather  our  schools  resort  to  the  grove  or  hill  close  by, 
and  have  a  pic-nic,  or  tea-party,  sit  down  to  a  table  supplied 
with  knicknacks  by  the  parents,  and  then  the  school  exercises 
proceed  on  the  grass  beneath  the  forest  trees.  Sometimes  two 
hundred  visiters  have  attended  from  far  and  near,  all  delighted. 
I  personally  visit  all  our  schools  from  six  to  eight  times  per 
year,  each  one,  sometimes  spending  all  day  in  a  school  to 
witness  the  modus  operandi  of  the  teacher.  I'  then  take  the 
school  into  mo  own  hands,  instruct,  teach  music,  give  useful 
hints  to  teacher  and  scholar,  encourage,  reprove,  advise,  spe- 
cify faults,  suggest  helps,  give  praise,  &c.,  introduce  valuable 
.school  books,  dispensing  with  old  ones.  I  have  supplied  all 
our  district  schools  with  the  public  school  singing  book,  pub- 
lished by  Leary,  Philad.  There  are  regular  teachers'  meetings 
every  two  weeks,  and  tolerably  well  attended  ;  the  usual  exer- 
cises interesting.  One  thing  is  evident,  if  I  were  to  suggest 
one  improvement,  our  state  should  have  in  every  county  an 
agent  whose  sole  business  it  should  be  to  visit  the  schools,  hold 
public  meeting?,  deliver  discourses,  procure  the  aid  of  others, 
create  and  encourage  teachers'  associations,  spend  a  few  days 
in  each  school,  making  such  remarks  or  hints  as  would  be 
useful.  Indeed,  in  nameless  ways  elevate,  enlarge,  purify, 
perfect  the  standard  of  public  school  education.  Such  a  man, 
well  qualified  and  paid  a  respectable  salary  would  be  eminently 
useful  in  our  state. 

SAMUEL  .T  DUFFELL, 

Superintendent. 


HOPEWELL. 


The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  under- 
signed : — whole  number  of  districts  thirteen;  number  from  which 
reports  have  been  made  thirteen  ;  number  of  children  residing 
in  the  township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  year 


97 

one  thousand  and  ninety-four ;  number  who  have  attended 
school  twelve  months,  allowances  being  made  for  the  usual 
vacations,  four  hundred ;  number  who  have  attended  nine 
months,  but  less  than  twelve,  seventy-five ;  umber  who  have 
attended  six  months,  but  less  than  nine,  ninety  ;  number  who 
have  attended  three  months,  or  less,  one  hundred  ;  number 
over  eighteen  years  who  have  attended,  twenty ;  number  of 
colored  children  taught,  twenty;  whole  number  taught,  seven 
hundred  and  five  ;  average  number  of  months  the  schools  have 
been  kept  open,  nine;  terms  of  tuition  two  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  quarter  ;  total  amount  apportioned  for  school 
purposes,  two  thousand  and  six  dollars  and  eight  cents ;  num- 
ber of  teachers,  thirteen  ;  male,  eight ;  female,  five ;  average 
amount  of  salary  three  hundred  dollars  for  male  teachers,  and 
two  hundred  dollars  for  female  teachers. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  progressing  slowly.  I 
have  visited  all  of  the  schools,  examined  the  teachers,  and  find 
them  as  reported  last  year,  reasonably  well  qualified  for  their 
respective  stations.  I  I  am  satisfied  that  the  schools  in  this 
township  would  be  v"ery  materially  aided  by  a  larger  appropri- 
ation of  the  school  fund  from  the  state.  The  amount  received 
is  too  small  to  make  the  schools  free ;  consequently  in  some  of 
the  smaller  districts,  they  have  school  only  a  part  of  the  year  ; 
whereas,  if  'they  had  more  public  money,  they  could  ^ceep 
their  schools  in  operation  the  whole  year,  which  would  be 
decidedly  advantageous  to  the  pupils,  the  parents  and  the 
teacher.  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  out  of  one  thousand  and 
ninety  four  children,  per  report  of  trustees,  only  the  small 
•number — seven  hundred  and  five — have  been  taught  during 
the  past  year.  And  why  is  it  ?  Is  it  because  the  parents  do 
not  wish  their  children  to  attend  school?  Is  it  because  they 
are  so  benighted,  live  in  such  dark  ages,  that  they  would  rather 
have  them  grow  up  in  ignorance,  become  paupers,  fit  subjects 
for  our  state  prison  ?  than  to  see  them  comfortably  situated 
in  a  good  school-house,  properly  cared  for,  by  an  intelligent, 
and  an  ever  faithful  teacher  ?     Or  is  it  because  they  are  too 
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and  last  but  not  least,  pay  such  an  enormous  bill  for  tuition  at 
the  .expiration  of  every  quarter  ?  This,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
is  the  reason  why  so  smajl  a  number  of  the  children  of  this 
township  are  found  occupying  places  in  our  district  schools. — 
I  am  confident  the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  such  rate  bills,  as 
they  have  to  pay  in  a  great  many  of  our  schools,  and  am  satis- 
fied that  our  common  school  system  must  undergo  some  mate- 
rial changes,  before  the  schools  in  this  state  will  become  what 
educational  men  would  w4sh  to  have  them.     \ 

I  am,  however,  pleased  to  say  that  the  schools  in  this  town- 
ship are  in  a  better,  and  more  prosperous  condition,  than  they 
were  last  year.  The  children  have  made  greater  progress. — 
The  reason  assigned  is,  we  have  better  teachers.  The  teachers 
get  more  pay  for  their  labor  than  they  did  last  year,  which  is 
most  assuredly  an  encouragement  for  them  to  do  all  in  their  . 
power  to  advance  the  cause  of  education.  A  little  more  aid 
from  the  state,  a  greater  exhibition  of  energy  on  the  part  of 
trustees  of  school  districts,  a  general  waking  up  of  parents 
who  have  children  to  send  to  school,  and  a  few  more  eloquent 
speeches,  hurled  through  the  educational  trumpet,  will  make 
New  Jersey  what  she  ought  to  have  been  years  ago — what 
she  is  to  be,  and  what  she  will  be — the  first  state  in  the  Union 
with  regard  to  education. 

N.  P.  LASHER, 
7*01071  Superintendent. 

LAWRENCE. 

I  herewith  forward  our  report  of  common  schools,  and  am 
pleased  to  say,  the  interest  in  education  seems  to  be  waking 
up  with  us  ;  our  schools  are  better  sustained,  and  with  one 
exception,  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  provided  with  good 
teachers,  and  are  well  sustained. 

GEORGE  WHITE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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NOTTINGHAM. 


In  connection  with  the  statistical  report  of  our  township,  I 
take  pleasure  in  stating  that  our  school  is  in  a  good,  healthy 
condition,  and  an  increase  of  interest  is  felt  by  the  inhabitants 
in  the  cause  of  education.  The  school  is  kept  open  all  the 
year  (except  a  brief  vacation),  with  an  average  attendance  of 
seventy  scholars.  I  visit  the  school  frequently,  and  make  in- 
quiries respecting  the  proficiency  and  advancement  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  school  is  improving  in 
various  respects.  The  discipline  is  more  efficient,  the  progress 
of  the  scholars  is  more  manifest,  cind  the  attendance  larger, 
compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  branches 
taught  are  grammar,  geography,  natural  philosophy,  arithmetic, 
writing,  history,  book-keeping,  with  the  elementary  branches 
of  spelling,  defining,  etc.  One  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the 
progress  of  common  school  education  (as  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  report)  is  a  want  of  more  means.  We  have  a  beautiful 
school  room,  and  enough  children  in  the  township  (who  would 
be  glad  of  the  opportunity)  to  average  a  school  of  sixty 
scholars,  but.  for  the  want  of  sufficient  means  .to  employ  a 
teacher,  we  have  been  obliged  to  see  many  of  them  uneducated, 
and  our  school  room  vacant.  In  my  report'  of  last  year  you 
will  find  that  each  scholar  was  taxed  twenty-five  cents  per 
quarter,  but  owing  to  necessary  expenses  this  year,  we  are 
obliged  to  double  the  amount  in  order  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  school.  Our  teacher  keeps  a  regular  rep-ister, 
which  enables  me  to  give  you  accurate  statistics. 

SAMUEL  WOOLEY, 

Superinttndent. 


PRINCETON. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  give  a  fall  report  of  the  children  at- 
tending school  the  fractional  parts  of  the  year.     This  is  owing 
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to  the  fact  that  the  children  in  most  of  the  districts  have  not 
been  properly  registered — the  teachers,  in  many  instances,  hav- 
ing neglected  it  altogether.  Another  reason  is  a  frequent 
change  of  teachers. 

Some  of  our  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  most  of 
them  have  been  kept  open  the  greatest  part  of  the  year.  In 
two  of  our  most  populous  districts  the  schools  are  not  as  flour- 
ishing as  they  ought  to  be,  owing  principally  to  the  parochial 
schools,  which  absorb  so  much  of  the  public  money,  that 
teachers  of  the  right  stamp  cannot  be  procured  for  any  length 
of  time.  In  District  Nos.  6  and  7  there  are  no  less  than  four 
of  this  class  of  schools.  Until  there  is  a  change  in  this  respect, 
the  public  schools  cannot  prosper. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  law  regulating  the  disbursement 
of  public  money  should  be  better  defined,  so  that  the  superin- 
tendents might  know  how  to  act. 

There  is  another  evil  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to.  This 
is  the  fact  that  the  trustees  seldom,  if  ever,  visit  the  schools  to 
see  if  they  are  properly  conducted.  Would  it  not  be  well  for 
the  legislature  to  pass  some  law  requiring  the  trustees  to  visit 
the  schools  and  report  to  the  superintendent  at  certain  stated 
periods. 

O.  H.  BARTINE, 
Superintendent. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


NORTH  BRUNSVt^ICK  TOWNSHIP. 


I  herewith  enclose   my  report  ,of  the   condition   of  public 
schools  in  this  township.     In  District  No.  5  no  free  school  has 
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been  open  for  some  time  past,  owing  to  a  division  which 
ensued  upon  a  construcfton  of  the  term  "taxable* inhabitants," 
and  a  reference  of  the  same  to  the  supreme  court  for  adjudica- 
tion," and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  school-house  was  untenant- 
able. Recently,  however,  a  new  school  building  has  been 
erected.  A  commendable  interest  in  the  cause  of  education 
has  been  manifested,  and  I  trust  another  year  will  exhibit  a 
more  encouraging  state  of  the  operation  of  the  system  in 
this  district.  This  is  the  only  district  in  the  township  from 
whence  no  statistics  have  been  derived.  There  are  evidently 
defects  in  the  present  arrangraent,  according  to  my  observation  ; 
I  understand,  however,  that  a  commission  have  been  appointed 
by  the  legislature,  to  whom  most  of  these  defects  have  been 
made  apparent,  and  who  will  recommend  suitable  changes  to 
be  made,  by  which  the  great  result  may  be  obtained  in  a  cer- 
tain and  economical  manner. 

No  examiners  have  been  appointed  by  the  board  of  free- 
holders. Teachers  have  in  many  instances.been  selected  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  superintendent,  and  applied  for  a  li- 
cense after  having  taught  a  number  of  weeks.  Good  teachers 
are  absolutely  necessary  ;  male  teachers  always,  where  large 
boys  are  in  attendance  upon  the  school.  In  three-fourths  of 
the  districts  the  schools  have  been  kept  free. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  further  observations.  My 
own  experience  has  been  such  as  to  excite  strong  sympathy  in 
behalf  of  the  children,  and  the  means  sought  to  be  employed 
for  their  intellectual  and  moral  cultivation. 

WARREN  HARDENBERGH, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PERTH  AMBOY. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  statistical  report,  in 
form,  of  the  public  school  in  Perth  Amboy  ;  in  addition  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  : 
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The  number  of  children  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  pub- 
lic school  in  this  city,  (the  to^'nship  is  so  called  in  its  act  of 
incorporation,)  as  by  the  last  list^of  the  trustees,  was  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  white,  and  twenty-three  colored  ;  making 
the  total  number  six  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Only  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  of  the  white  children  have  attended  the 
public  school,  which  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  seven  private  schools  in  our  city. 

The  public  school  is  divided  into  two  departments ;  the  one 
of  the  elder  and  more  advanced  scholars  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  male  teacher,  and  the  younger  portion  in 
charge  of  a  female  teacher.  As  the  younger  portion  advance 
in  their  studies  they  are  transferred  to  the  other  department 
and  placed  in  classes  suited  to  their  advancement.  The  pres- 
ent male  teacher  has  Been  employed  during  the  last  two  quar- 
ters, and  is  a  very  efficient  preceptor ;  well  qualified  for  his 
duties,  having  been  professionally  educated,  and  possessing  a 
fondness  for  imparting  instruction  to  youthful  minds.  He  has 
not  been  licensed  in  this  state  by  any  examining  board.  No 
examiners  are  appointed  in  this  county.  The  scholars  are  un- 
der good  discipline  and  appear  to  be  attached  to  him.  I  have 
observed  a  growing  improvement  iu  this  particular  during  the 
short  period  of  his  charge  over  them.  Their  improvement  in 
their  studies  is  also  very  apparent,  and  their  regular  attend- 
ance at  school  is  very  commendable. 

I  am  induced  to  make  the  last  remark,  because  so  much  de- 
pends upon  the  teacher  as  to  the  punctual  attendance  of  the 
children,  as  well  as  their  improvement ;  and  this  fact  speaks 
volumes  in  favor  of  the  selection  of  suitable  teachers  by  school 
trustees,  and  the  payment  of  liberal  salaries  to  retain  them. 

The  female  teacher  has  been  many  quarters  employed  in  this 
school,  and  has  given  very  general  satisfaction.  She  is  li- 
censed. Her  pupils  are  orderly  and  obedient  considering  their 
tender  age,  and  they  seem  to  be  happy  under  her'guidance  and 
direction. 
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The  school  has  been  kept  open  for  the  most  part  of  the  year» 
It  was  closed  about  two  months  since  the  last  annual  report, 
previous  to  niy  term  of  office,  for  want  of  teachers,  as  I  am 
informed.  No  complaints  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from 
any  quarter  as  to  the  present  school,  either  from  parents,  teach- 
ers, or  scholars,  which  is  rather  unusual,  and  for  which  I  think 
we  are  indebted^  more  especially  to  the  fortunate  selection  of 
teachers. 

I  have  thus  dwelt,  on  this  matter  by  way  of  a  suggestion, 
that  in  the  choice  of  pupils  for  the  normal  school,  the  dispo- 
sitions should  be  enquired  mto,  and  should  have  an  important 
influence  in  the  selection.  Unfit  and  unsuitable  teachers  have 
been  the  great  detriment  in  this  school,  with  always  abundant 
means  for  its  support. 

The  colored  children  are  excluded  from  the  public  school  by 
common  consent.  A  portion  of  them  have  been  taught  by  a 
colored  teacher  in  a  private  school,  but  the  amount  of  money 
apportioned  to  them  by  the  city  council — which  has  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  division 'of  school  money — is  so  small  that  they 
are  not  much  benefitted  thereby.  Thirty-two  dollars  per  an- 
num is  apportioned  to  them. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  appropriation  to  the  school  fund, 
a  caput, tax  of  twenty-five  cents  per  quarter  is  laid  upon  each 
scholar,  and  in  most  instances  collected  by  the  teacher.  Hav- 
ing now  no  school  house,  rooms  are  hired  at  an  annual  rent  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 

SOLOMON  ANDREWS, 

Town  Superintendent, 


PISCATAWAY.  ^ 

In  filling  up  the  blank  return,  I  find  the  same  difficulty  as 
last  year,  in  correctly  stating  the  number  of  children  attending 
the  schools  for  the  fractional  periods  of  the  year,  because  there 
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is  no  uniform  method  of  keeping  a  register  of  attendance  in 
the  schools,  and  I  am  constrained  to  think  that  some  general 
and  uniform  method  of  keepings  a  correct  account  of  the  atten- 
dance of  children  in  the  schools  throughout  the  state,  should 
be  devised  in  order  that  the  superintendents- may  be  able  to 
make  such  returns  as  will  give  to  the  public  correct  and  relia- 
ble statistical  tables. 

The  schools  have  all  been  open  during  the  year  .except 
number  two,  six,  seven  and  eight.  Number  two  has  no  school 
house ;  the  district  is  smal?  and  surrounded  by  incorporated 
districts,  whose  boundaries  I  have  no'power  to  move.  They 
have  had  no  school  kept  since  the  22nd  of  March,  but  are 
about  opening  a  rented  room  in  which  to  have  a  school  this 
winter.  Number  seven  has  been  vacant  the  two  first  quarters 
of  the  year,  and  nupaber  six  and  eight  each  one  quarter. 

I  received  of  the  state  school  fund  $421.85,  of  the  surplus 
revenue  $120.11,  and  seventy  seven  hundredths,  a  ballaftce  of 
last  year  to  which  is  added  $2,000  raised  by  tax  in  the  town- 
ship, making  the  sum  of  $2,542.73,  which  1  have  divided  into 
four  equal  parts,  and  paid  over  to  the  order  of  the  trustees  at 
the  end  of  each  quarter  for  compensation  to  teachers.  The 
several  districts  have  paid  in  addition  to  what  they  have  recei- 
ved of  public  monies,  the  following  sums  for  the  support  of 
their  teachers,  viz.  :  number  one  S103.18,  number  three 
S166.70,  number  four  $123.38,  number  five  $284,  number 
six  $61.75,  number  eight  $16.22,  number  nine  $176.22,  num- 
ber ten  $73.46,  number  eleven  $145.16,  and  number  twelve 
$106.68.  Number  twelve  is  the  largest  district  in  the  town- 
ship, and  has  a  male  and  female  department,  which  gives  one 
more  teacher  than  we  have  districts.  The  amount  paid  by  the 
districts  in  addition  is  $'1,256.75,  which  added  to  the  public 
monies,  ($2,542.73,)  will  add  up  $3,799.48,  expended  during 
the  year  for  education. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  in  our  county, 
and  the  teachers  have"  all  obtained  licenses  of  me  according  to 
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law.  ^The  public  money  is  quite  insuflflcient  to  keep  any  of 
the  scKools  open  the  whole  year  free,  as  will  appear  by  the 
foregoing  statement.  District  number  two  opened  a  school 
and  employed  a  teacher  until  the  public  money  ^as  expended, 
and  then  dismissed  him.     That  was  a  fr^t  school  ! 

I  also  would  ask  your  attention  to  the  suggestion  I  made 
last  year  in  relation  to  select  schools.  There  is  a  select  school 
in  the  village  of  New-Market  in  successful  operation,  where 
the  higher  branches  of  English  education  are  taught  together 
with  music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  by  an  accomplished  female 
as\principal,  the  patrons  of  which  have  built  a  large  and  com- 
modious edifice  for  its  accomodation  at  a  heavy  expense,  and 
not  only  sustain  the  school  without  the  aid  of  public  money, 
but  are  obliged  to  pay  their  equable  proportion  of  taxes  impo- 
sed for  aid  to  common  schools,  and  building  and  repairing 
school  houses  of  the  district  in  which  they  live;  justice  would 
allow  them  their. proportion  of  public  money. 

S.  SMITH, 
/  ^iperintendent. 


SOUTH    BRUNSWICK. 

We,  the  committee,  have  filled  the  blank  report  as  accu- 
rately as  practicable.  We  have  reported  seventeen  districts 
as  has  been  the  custom  of  our  predecessors,  but  four  of  the 
number  are  parts  only,  viz.  :  Cranbury  number  one,  Cranbury 
number  seventeen,  Kingston  number  five,  Ten  Mile  Run  num- 
ber seven  ;  which  border  on  and  are  jointly  composed  of 
schools  respectively  of  the  townships  of  Monroe  and  Frank- 
lin. The  schools  are  all  in  operation  save  one,  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  is  probable  that  that  one  very  soon  will  be. — 
Teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  as  required  by  the 
statute  in  relation  to  common  schools.  The  state  funds  have 
been  appropriated  Amounting,  as  before  mentioned,  to  $641.74, 
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one  hundredths,  .and.  our  regret  is  that  the  state  appropriation 
was  not  larger  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  believing  as  we  do 
that  more  would  be  more  highly  approved  of  by  the  people, 
and  more  could  be  more  advantageously  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  schools, 
and  by  those  means  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  growing  gene- 
ration, as  learning  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  can  be  bestowed 
upon  the  human  family  ;  for,  in  the  forcible  language  of  an 
ancient  sage,  "  Man  with  education  is  little  below  the  angel ; 
without  it,  little  above  the  brute." 

J.  I.  EULKELEY, 
WILLIAM  P.  LOTT, 
WILLIAM  A.  PIERCE. 

School  Committee. 


WOODBRIDGE. 

I  hereby  transmit  the  annual  report  for  this  township.  The 
interest  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools  is 
increasing.  If  we  could  have  a  uniform  system  of  text-books, 
recommended  by  the  state  superintendent,  or  by  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  would  materially  add  to  the^ 
interest  and  improvement  of  the  schools.  In  our  thinly  settled 
county  districts,  where  little  of  the  public  money  is  received, 
the  schools  cannot  be  continued  more  than  two  quarters,  unless 
the  patrons  pay  the  salary  of  the  teachers  themselves.  No 
•examiners  were  appointed  for  this  county. 

ELLIS  B.  FREEMAN, 
Superintendent 
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MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 

ATLANTIC    TOWNSHIP. 

Besides  the  four  entire  districts,  this  township  comprises  two 
1  small  fragmeuts,  one  having  seven  and  the  other  fourteen 
children  of  legal  school  age. 

District  No.  3  contains  seventeen  colored  children  that  are 
taught  in  a  parish  school  located  in  the  adjoining  township  of 
Shrewsbury  ;  to  this  school  is  paid  the  school  money  appor- 
tioned to  these  children. 

Districts  No.  2  and  3  have  good  comfortable  houses  with 
play  grounds  attached.  In  No.  2  the  house  has  an  entry  and 
in  No.  3  the  ^ouse  has  two  entries  and  a  small  class  room  be- 
sides the  main  school  room.  No.  1  has  a  poor  old  house,  en- 
tirely too  small  to  accommodate  the  school ;  they  are  making 
an  effort  to  raise  funds  to  build. 

District  No.  4  comprises  the  ''  North  American  Phalanx," 
a  joint  stock  association  formed  about  twelve  years  ago,  and 
generally  numbered  about  one  hundred  members  young  and 
old.  This  company  has  just  sold  out  its  possessions  and  dis- 
banded. They  reported  last  spring  twenty-three  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen ;  some  left  during  the  * 
spring  and  summer,  and  they  have  had  no  school  since  last 
winter. 

That  portion  of  my  report  which  relates  to  the  attendance 
of  the  children  is  not  guess  work.  I  took  care  last  spring  to 
have  each  district  furnished  with  a  suitable  book,  and  the  at- 
tendance during  the  winter  recorded  in  it ;  and  the  same  is 
^one  at  the  end  of  each  quarter.  Without  some  such  plan  ac- 
curacy cannot  be  attained,  particularly  where  children  are  sent 
to  different  schools  during  the  same  year,  as  in  this  township. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  good,  well 
qualified  teachers  ;  and  this  will  continue  to  be  the  case  until 
teaching  is  made  a  more  permanent,  honorable  and  remuners^- 
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tive  profession.  And  to  make  it  remunerative  would  be  to 
make  it  honorable  and  a  permanent  business  with  those  calcu- 
lated to  excel  in  it  ;  it^would  fill  your  normal  schools,  and  all 
other  institutions  where  a  thorough  preparation  for  teaching 
may  be  obtained. 

Judging  from  the  sentiments  of  the  people  here,  public 
opinion  would  favor  the  plan  of  devoting  the  revenue  of  the 
state  entirely  to  the  great  cause  of  education.   • 

If  town  superintendents  were  required  to  report  the  fifteenth 
.of  March  instead  of  December,  it  is  likely  their  reports  would 
be  much  more  accurate  and  uniform,  as  they  would  then  com- 
prehend just  their  own  term  of  office. 

In  district  No.  3  they  raise  by  tax  this  year,  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  are  to  raise  the  same  amount  next  year,  which 
■will  free  their  school  house  of  incumbrance. 

ORRIN.A.  BORD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FBGEHOLD. 

The  time  having  arrived  in  which  the  superintendents  of 
the  various  townships  are  required  to  make  you  their  annual 
report,  I  hasten  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  few  facts  which 
embody  any  degree  of  interest.  Very  few  changes  have  occur- 
red since  my  last  report.  The  township  of  Freehold  embraces 
ten  districts,  two  of  which  lie.  partly  in  adjoining  townships. 
The  number  of  children  belonging  to  these,  as  handed  in  by 
the  various  trustees,  are  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

The  houses  all  are  frame  and  all  single  rooms  except  the 
one  in  this  village.  They  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  in 
a  comfortable  condition,  and  those  that  are  not  have  a  pros- 
pect of  being  rebuilt  soon.  Play  grounds  are  attached  to  all 
the  buildings.  I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  visit  each  school  once 
during  each  term.  Some  of  the  trustees  attend  quite  promptly 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  not  a  sufficient  interest  manifested 
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on  the  part  of  trustees  and  citizens  generally,  to  give  proper 
encouragement  to  teachers  and  a  spjrit  of  emulation  to  pupils. 
Ourj  home  occupations  demand  so  much  of  our  time  and  at- 
tention, that  we  fail  to  devote  a  due  proportion  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  rising  generation,  which,  above  all  oth- 
ers, should  engross  our  most  earnest  consideration.  But  it 
must  be  admitted  that  a  perceptible  improvement  is  going  on 
in  this  cause,  and  that  a  bright  day  is  soon  to  dawn  on  our  be- 
loved country.  The  formation  of  the  teachers'  institute  in 
our  county  and  others  during  the  year,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  state  normal  school,  are  bright  and  important  sattelites 
around  the  temple  of  light  and  liberty.  Another  matter  seems 
to  be  agitating  the  public  mind  here — a  desire  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  school  books  throughout  our  county,  of  the 
most  ^popular  works  of  the  day.  This  we  conceive  to  be  a 
wise  and  judicious  movement ;  it  will  avoid  much  outlay  on 
the  part  of  parents  and  guardians  in  having  to  procure  new 
works  for  every  new  teecher  that  is  introduced.  It  will  avoid 
perplexity  and  confusion  on  the  part  of  pupils,  and  establish  a 
more  thorough  and  uniform  system  of  instruction. 

There  seems  to  be  a  strong  appeal  coming  up  from  the  peo- 
ple, th&t  a  sufficient  sum  of  public  money  might  be  appropria- 
ted to  make  the  schools  entirely  free.  This  would  relieve 
much  difficulty  in  collecting  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  trus- 
tees, the  balance  due  from  each  scholar  over  the  dividend  of 
free  money. 

Our  township  appropriated  this  year,  one  thousand  dollars 
for  schools.     No  examiners  have  yet  been  appointed. 

We  have  suffered  no  teacher  to  conduct  a  school  or  receive 
his  portion  of  public  money  -^^^ithout  a  license. 

The  books  used  generally  in  our  schools  are  the  same  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  year's  report. " 

E.  L.  COWART, 

Superintendent. 
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'  HOWELL. 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  past  year,  I  have  but  little 
of  special  interest  to  communicate. 

One  district  numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  schol- 
ars has  been  divided,  thus  making  eleven  districts  now  in  this 
township. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  visited,  and  the  teachers  to  be 
licensed  as  the  law  directs.  The  trustees  also  attend  carefully 
to  the  interests  of  their  respective  districts,  and  are  generally 
present  at  the  quarterly  visits  of  the  town  superintendent. 

The  subject  of  education  continues  to  gain  more  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  inhabitants  of  this  township  ;  but  the  causes 
mentioned  in  my  last  report  have  led  them  to  diminish  the 
amount  raised  in  the  township  five  hundred  dollars. 

By  the-  financial  report,  you  will  notice  I  have  received 
from  all  sources  for  school  purposes  during  the 

year,  $1971  5S 

I  have  paid,  1713  94 


257  64 
The  acts  of  the  last  legislature,  appropriating  the  money 
necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  teachers'  institutes,  to  es- 
tablish the  normal  school,  and  to  give  us  Webster's  dictionary, 
are  all  regarded  here  with  decided  approbation. 

But  the  appointment  of  the  committee  to  revise  the  school 
laws  of  the  state,  is  the  principal  step  in  this  direction. 
Should  this  committee  be  able  to  propose  a  general  law,  in 
■which  the  legislature  can  agree,  establishing  our  school  system 
on  a  solid  and  liberal  foundation,  they  will  not  only  be  entitled 
to,  but  will  receive  the  thanks  of  millions  yet  to  be. 

GILBERT  T.  GULICK, 

Town  Superintendent. 


Ill 


MANALAPAN. 

In  explanation  of  the  statistical  report,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  add,  that  this  township  is  divided  in  ten  districts ;  the 
schools  for  but  seven  of  them  are  taught  in  this  township  ; 
of  the  remaining  three  parts  of  districts  you  will  receive  a  re- 
port from  the  superintendents  of  the  adjoining  {ownships  in 
•which  the  schools  are  located. 

Of  the  seven  schools  in  the  township,  three  of  them  have 
changed  their  teachers  within  the  past  three  months  and  the 
record  of  the  school  either  carried  with  them  or  lost,  occasions 
much  embarrassment  in  collecting  a  correct  statement  of  all 
the  particulars  required  in  the  accompanying  report/ 

This  difficulty  could  Be  materially  lessened  by  furnishing 
the  superintendent  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  with  a 
blank  form,  similar  to  the  one  enclosed,  for  each  school  in  the 
township,  upon  which  can  be  entered  at  the  close  of  each 
quarter,  the  statistical  information  required  by  your  report, 
from  the  fourth  to  the  twelfth  '  column  ;  this  coul(^  be  done 
by  the  teacher  and  looked  after  by  the  superintendent  at  his 
quarterly  visit,  or  demanded  of  the  teacher  when  he  calls  for 
his  quarter's  salary.  Facts  and  figures  would  thus  take  the 
place  of  what  are  in  many  cases  but  conjectures  approximating 
to  the  truth. 

The  amount  raised  by  taxation  in  this  township  for  the  cur- 
rent year  for  educational  purposes  is  $800  00 
Received  from  state  fund  and  surplus  484  89 


Making  a  total  of  $1284  89 

Of  this  sum  about  fifty  dollars  has  been  appropriated  for 
repairs,  &c.,  for  the  different  school  houses,  leaving  a  balance 
of  over  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  exclusively  for  tui- 
tion ;  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  the  aggregate 
amonnt  paid  for  tuition  for  the  year  from  all  sources  is  two 
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thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  nearly  one  half  of 
"whieh  it  will  he  ohs  >rved  is  public  funds. 

Our  school  houses  are  at  present  all  occupied  ;  the  teachers 
have  been  examined,  found  qualified  "and  licensed  according  to 
law. 

County  examiners  have  not  been  appointed  by  the  board  of 
freeholders. 

To  secure  a  better  operation  of  the  present  school  system 
with  us,  twolsonsiderations  are  essential : — 

That  the  people  take  more  interest  and  turn  out  more  gen- 
erally at  their  annual  election  for  trustees. 

Aud  that  the  trustees  with  more  fidelity  look  after  not  only 
the  real  estate,  but  furniture,  books,  records  and  general 
interests  o^  the  schools  entrusted  to  their  charge. 

W.  S.  DE  BOW. 
Town  Superintend£nt. 


MARLBORO 


In  our  township  it  is  evident  the  character  of  the  school 
depends  upon  the  size  of  the  district.  The  best  schools  and 
most  competent  teachers  are  found  in  the  large  districts,  while 
in  the  small  districts  the  schools  are  backward,  kept  about  six 
months  in  the  year,  by  inferior  teachers,  because  they  are  una- 
ble to  pay  a  high  salary.  If  they  were  to  employ  a  teacher  for 
a  year  at  a  high  salary  in  a  small  district,  it  would  cost  the 
employers  more  than  two  dollars  per  quarter  above  the  i^chool 
money,  while  they  could  send  in  an  adjoining  district  for  two 
dollars  per  quarter.  Consequently  it  becomes  impossible  for 
the  small  districts  to  keep  a  good  teacher  and  steady  school. 

Our  school  are  forward  in  the  large  districts  where  compe- 
tent, teachers  are  employed  by  the  year.  In  the  next  size  dis- 
tricts, the  schools  are  not  kept  quite  so  steady  nor  by  as  good 
teachers ;  the  consequence  is,  the  schools  are  more  backward. 
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while  in  the  smallest  districts  the  schools  are  most  backward. 
The  evil  appears  to  be  in  the  districts  being  cut  up  too  small. 
Consequently  they  are  unable  to  employ  competent  instructors. 
We  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  competent  teachers  if  we 
only  offer  a  sufficient  salary;  and  without  paying  a  liberal  salary, 
I  presume  we  will  never  be  able  to  obtain  good  teachers,  even 
if  we  have  a  normal  school  established  in  every  county.  If 
we  have  funds  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  teachers  who 
are  competent  to  teach  in  any  school.  Plence  we  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  normal  school  will  not  prove  a  benefit  to 
the  common  schools. 

J.  W.  HERBERT, 

Superintendent. 


UPPER     FREEHOLD. 

I  am  well  convinced  that  it  would  be  the  best  policy  for 
our  township,  and  perhaps  every  other,  to  raise,  every  year 
by  tax,  the  full  sum  allowed  by  law — three  dollars  for  each 
child  between  five  and  eighteen  years  of  age.  This  sum,  in 
addition  to  the  apportionment  of  the  state  school  fund,  and  the 
interest  on  the  surplus  fund,  would  make  our  schools  all  free, 
even  where  the  teacher's  compensation  is  liberal — though  some 
of  the  small  districts  could  not  keep  their  schools  open  all  the 
year.  When  a  large  sum  has  been  raised  in  the  township  in 
one  year,  and  a  small  sum  the  succeeding  year,  it  has  been  the 
cause  of  much  complaint  from  many  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
one  year  they  will  be  released  from  the  necessity  of  paying 
school-bills,  and  when  in  a  succeeding  year,  they  are  called 
upon  to  pay  the  teacher,  some  are  disposed  to  mistrust  that 
there  has  been  some  embezzlement  or  mismanagement  m^de 
by  the  officers,  who  are  entrusted  with  the  public  funds.  There 
is  a  want  of  good  understanding  and  united  action  in  a  few  of 
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the  districts,  and  a  great  lack  of  interest  in,  and  attention  to, 
the  support  of  our  public  primary  schools,  manifested  by  most 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township. 

EZEKIEL  COMBS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


RARITAN. 

\  The  ability  to  perfect  a  statistical  table,  according  to  the 
formulai  I  received — lies  not  in  me.  There  was  not  a  register 
kept  in  a  school  in  this  township  when  I  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  my  office.  I  have  received  several  notes  from  our 
best  and  oldest  teachers,  who  state  that  they  cannot  give  me 
the  number  that  have  attended  their  schools  for  the  periods 
named.  It  is  a  practice  with  many  teachers  to  thrdw  aside 
thdr  day-roll  as  soon  as  their  term  expires,  leaving  naught 
behind  them,  to  tell  what  has  been,  either  in  mind  or  matter. 
When  the  superintendent  shall  be  clothed  with  power  to  ex- 
amine, and  introduce  into  our  schools,  suitable  modes  of  direct- 
ing or  managing  the  same,  then  he  may  be  able  to  make  a 
report ;  but,  now,  do  it  only  in  part.  No  alteration  has  been 
made  in  the  districts,  save  two ;  a  number  of  residents  have 
been  set  off  from  No.  7  to  No.  6,  all  amicably  done.  The 
prefixed  tabular  view,  of  the  school  districts  in  this  township, 
as  far  as  it  goes,  is  believed  to  be  correct.  In  addition  to  the 
district  schools,  we  have  four  private  schools,  one  at  Holmdel, 
district  No.  9,  by  David  Thompson ;  in  it,  the  languages  and 
higher  branches  of  the  English  are  taught ;  one  at  Middle- 
town  Point,  district  No.  3,  by  Philetus  Phillips;  the  studies 
here  pursued,  embrace  geometry,  algebra,  natural  philosophy, 
chemistry,  and  the  more  ordinary  English  ones  ;  one  at  Me- 
chanicsville,  district  No.  14,  by  George  Whorton  ;  the  branch- 
es attended  to  here,  are  confined  to  the  English ;  also,  one  at 
Key-Port,  by  U.  E.  Wheeler,  established  in  1842,  devoted  to 
a  thorough  course  of  English  studies ;  these  numbering  about 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  children,  mostly  within  the  limits  of  the 
school  law,  make  the  number  that  attended  school  last  year, 
1,007,  a  fraction  over  half  the  number  of  children  in  the 
township.  The  number  over  eighteen  may  be  six,  and  six  or 
eight  colored.  The  average  time  taught,  is  lOJ  months];  and 
the  price,  per  quarter,  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  scholar. 
Nine  hundred  dollars  were  raised  by  tax.  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  thirty-one  cents,  received 
from  state.  District  No.  4,  has  built  a  two  story  house,  th^ 
lower  story  finished  and  occupied ;  the  house  and  out-houses 
a'-e  commodious  and  near,  when  the  building  is  finished,  they 
promise  to  give  me  the  desired  imformation  as  to  its  cost.  In 
district  No.  5,  they  have  raised  something  like  seven  hundred 
dollars  to  pay  off  a  debt  on  their  house;  this  has  caused  much 
hard  feeling  in  the  neighborhood.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be. 
These  incorporated  districts,  have  it  in  their  power  to  do 
much  hurt,  and  but  little  good.  Paid  to  the  order  of  the 
Trustees  for  .buying  the  lot,  buildings,  repairing,  &c.,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  balance  has  been  paid  teach- 
ers, according  to  the  law  to  that  effect. 

Teachers  employed  at  the  present  time  in  district  schools, 
are  fourteen  in  number;  those  in  private  institutions,  seven, 
making  in  all,  twenty-'one  actively  engaged — nine  males  and 
five  females — all  licensed,  save  one,  and  here  the  trustees  as- 
sumed the  responsibility,  and  I  have  paid  the  money.  The 
salaries,  per  annum,  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hund- 
red and  fifty  dollars.  No  examiners  appointed  by  and  for  the 
county,  and  no  free  schools  in  the  township  this  year. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  once  each  quarter,  and  some 
two  or  three  times.  Where  teachers  are  doing  their  duty,  and 
the  children  are  pleased  to  see  the  superintendent,  his  oflfice 
may  be  agreeable,  but  the  reverse  of  this,  is  extremely  un- 
pleasant. 

We  have  some  excellent  teachers,  who,  knowing  their  busi- 
ness, fill  their  places  with  honor.  Our  houses  are  said  to  be 
good,  well  they  may  be,  but  they  are  far  from  being  comfort- 
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able  or  convenient :  their  play-grounds  generally,  the  public 
highway ; — the  rooms  are  in  general,  furnished  with  boards 
made  fast  to  the  walls,  for  writing  tables,  and  a  long  form  or 
Lench  for  the  seats — thus  causing  the  pupil  to  set  with  his 
back  to  the  teacher,  his  face  to  the  wall  or  window,  and  his 
feet  to  the  coolest  part  of  the  room,  thus  ensconsed  to  hear 
and  ^feel  what  is  going  on  in  the  school  room.  In  building 
and  furnishing  our  houses,  we  want  "  well  enough"  greatly 
improved  upon. 

If  my  humble  opinion  on  the  school  law,  should  have  any_ 
weight  with  the  honorable,  the  legislature  of  our  state,"  my 
efforts  should  be  untiring  in  zeal  for  the  public  good.  As  the 
law  now  stands,  it  is  a  mere  letter  or  little  better.  I  would 
have  the  laws  so  amended,  that  the  power  of  raising  money 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature,  the  action  of  the 
town  is  not  stable  or  reliable,  and  is  frequently  a  bone  of 
contention,  and  the  action  of  the  districts  on  the  same,  is  evi- 
dently more  objectionable,  and  is  the  cause  of  much  hard  feel- 
ing ;  it  is  often  unjust  in  its  operation  ;  a  man  may  be  taxed 
in  his  district  this  year,  jn  another  the  next,  &c.  This  would 
be  a  kind  of  travelling  legislation,  and  is  not  endurable  ;  let 
the  state  raise  the  needful,  and  there  will  be  more  content 
among  the  people.  The  examining  power  is  very  deficient, 
and  the  superintendent  a  mere  name,  with  a  laborious,  and 
frequently,  an  unthankful  office.  Make  county  examiners,  or 
clothe  the  town  superintendent  with  power  to  call  in  suitable 
witnesses,  and  do  the  business  himself,  for  you  cannot  get  the 
trustees  to  attend  to  it.  Give  to  your  town  superintendents 
a  salary  that  they  can  live  upon,  and  let  him  be  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools,  under  the  direction  of  the  state 
superintendent,  and  you  would  soon  see  an  improvement  in 
the  children  that  they  cannot  find  under  the  operation  of  the 
present  law.  • 

I  am  pleased  with  the  fact,  that,  among  the  good  teachers 
of  this  town,  we  have  five  Jerseymen.  four  of  them  young  and 
ambitious.     But  duty  prompts  me  to  say,  that  we  have  some 
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engaged  in  the  profession  who  have  much  need  of  instruction 
in  the  tudiments  of  our  language,  and,  in  fact,  in  the  branches 
that  they  profess  to  teach.  I  have  invited  the  teachers,  trus- 
tees, and  those  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  to  a  mee  V 
ing,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  into  the  public  schools, 
a  uniformity  of  text-books,  and  for  the  interchange  of  ideas 
on  this  all  important  question.  We  want  libraries,  maps,  globe?, 
and  planispheres  or  orries,  placed  in  our  schools.  But  first 
and  foremost,  we  want  men  qualified  to  teach,  and  while  trus- 
tees are  permitted  to  put  into  their  schools  whom  they  please, 
with  or  without  license,  as  they  now  have  it  in  their  power  to 
do,  and  do  it,  we  can  do  very  well  as  we  are,  as  the  improve- 
ment of  the  children  seem  not  to  be  looked  after  by  those  em- 
ployees. The  question  is  an  all  important  one,  and  let  all 
read,  reflect,  and  act  upon  it. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

U.  E.  WHEELER, 
Town  Superintendent 


WALL. 

No  county  examiners ;  our  schools,  generally,  kept  free  as 
far  as  the  funds  go  ;  trustees  discriminate  when  applied  ;  more 
interest  taken  this  year  than  formerly — twenty  per  cent,  in- 
crease in  attendance  ;  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more  money  raised  ; 
two  new  houses  erected,  large  and  convenient ;  districts  incor- 
porated, and  paid  for  by  tax  ;  the  land  holders  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  being  taxed  to  build  houses.  The  law  cer- 
tainly operates  very  unequally — three  tax  payers  in  one  dis- 
trict pays  three  hundred  dollars,  while  twenty  pays  fifty 
dollars;  this  should  be  amended.  We  greatly  need  more 
teachers;  no  teachers  allowed  to  receive  public  funds,  except- 
ing they  have  certificates  of  examidation. 

R.  LAIRD, 
Town  Superintendent. 
8 
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MORRIS  COUNTY. 

CHATHAM    TOWNSHIP. 

In  compliance  with  duty  and  the  requirements  of  law,  I 
herewith  transmit  my  first  report  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
pur  public  schools  in  the  township  of  Chatham,  in  Morris 
county.  I  have  endeavored  to  All  up  the  blank  which  has  just 
been  received  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible.  I  have 
visited  the  schools  on  an  average  nearly  twice  in  each  quarter, 
and  have  found  them  gjenerally  well  supplied  with  faithful  and 
honest  teachers.  The  people  of  one  district  only  are  privileged 
so  send  their  children  to  school  free  of  charge.  District  num- 
ber two  has  become  incorporated.  We  have  no  county  examin- 
ers, and  this  duty  devolves  on  the  superintendent  and  trustees 
of  the  several  districts.  There  is  manifestly  a  growing  inter- 
est among  the  people  on  the  subject  of  education  ;  but  still 
there  are  those  with  whom  the  love  of  money  predominates 
over  the  love  of  learning,  and  who  would  keep  the  rising 
generation  in  ignorance  to  save  their  purses.  A  few  of  our 
districts  are  furnished  with  good  houses,  while  others  are 
hardly  tenantable  for  the  inferior  orders  of  creation. 

STEPHEN  H.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CHESTER. 

In  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report,  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  anything  which  specially  needs  to  be  laid  before  you. 
Our  schools  in  this  township  are  laboring  under  the  evils 
which,  with  our  limited  school  fund,  necessarily  result  from  a 
a  literal  interpretation  of  the  school  law.  Those  who  have 
little  tax  to  pay,  demand  that  the  schools  shall  be  free  entirely 
while  the  public  money  lasts,  and  are  unwilling  to   pay   the 
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schooling  of  their  children  when  the  public  money  is  all  paid 
Gut.  And,  again,  those  who  have  much  tax  to  pay  refuse  to 
raise  money  sufficient  to  keep  a  free  school  the  whole  of  the 
year.  In  many  other  townships  they  ignore  the  law  that  pub- 
lic money  shall  pay  for  free  schools  only,  and  by  distributing 
the  money  through  the  year  are  enabled  to  keep  continuous 
school.  But  in  this  township,  the  people  know  their  rights, 
and  consequently  we  can  have  school  only  about  six  months  in 
the  year.  I  wish  that  our  legislature  could  devise  some  plan 
by  which  the  will  of  a  whole  district  could  not  be  thwarted 
by  one  or  two  individuals. 

GEO.  M.  S.  BLAUVELT, 

Superintendent, 


HANOVER. 

The  schools  in  this  township  have  been,  in  general,  in  a  pros- 
perous state  during  the  past  year.  Of  the  sixteen  schools  con- 
nected with  us,  ten  only  are  entirely  within  the  township  ;  the 
remaining  six  are  divided  between  this  and  the  adjacent  towns. 
Of  the  sixteen  houses  they  occupy,  one  is  of  stone,  one  of  brick, 
and  the  rest  wooden  structures — two  of  which  have  been 
completed  during  the  year.  Two  only  of  the  whole  have 
each^a  higher  and  lower  department,  though  all  are  of  commo- 
dious size,  and  respectable  appearance,  with  convenient  play 
grounds  adjacent,  though  shade  trees  have  been  set  out  around 
one  only.  Our  teachers  have  been,  mostly  of  reputable 
standing,  and  steadily  and  faithfully  devoted  to  their  wor^c. 

The  statistical  table  herewith  transmitted,  is  the  best  aprox- 
imation  to  correctness  that  no  little  time  and  pains  taken  in 
the  pursuit,  have  been  able  to  procure.  And  yet  the  different 
periods  given,  of  the  attendance  of  the  four  different  divisions 
of  children,  are  only  as  near  as  we  could  get  them.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  these  different  periods  exactly  correct, 
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arises  chiefly  from  the  brevity  of  time  that  our  teachers  remain 
at  their  posts,  and  still  more  from  the  fact  that  so  few  keep 
any  records  from  which  the  statistics  required  can  be  obtained. 
Give  us  a  law  that  no  teacher  can  draw  his  pay  till  he  has 
furnished  to  the  superintendent  a  regular  roll  of  his  scholars, 
and  oposite  every  name,  the  time  that  each  scholar  has  been  at 
school,  and  the  evil  is  ended. 

As  remarks,  or  "suggestions,"  seem  to  be  expected  of  the 
town  superintendents,  in  addition  to  the  merely  statistical 
report,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  call  attention  to  the  discre- 
pancy between  our  law  and  our  practice,  in  regard  to  the 
appropriation  of  our  public  money — the  law  requiring  it  to  be 
applied  exclusively-  to  free  tuition,  while  the  practice  in  our 
districts,  with  one  exception,  is  to  apply  it  to  the  reduction 
of  the  rate  bills.  (See  section  7th  of  school  law  of  '51, — 
also,  state  superintendent's  instructions  page  34).  It  were 
well,  indeed,  if  we  had  the  means  to  make  all  our  schools 
entirely  free  throughout  the  year  ;  but  still  the  present  prac- 
tice seems  to  work  well ;  and  it  is  here  preferred  to  having 
one  free  quarter  in  the  summer  and  another  in  the  winter,  and  the 
other  two  quarters  sustained  by  the  parents  themselves  ; — for 
this  it  is  thought  would  overflow  the  house  and  overwhelm 
the  teacher  during  the  free  quarters,  and  leave  the  house  nearly 
or  entirely  empty  during  the  others.  The  remedy  for  this 
discrepancy  between  law  and  custom,  would  be  either  for  the 
legislature  to  repeal  that  seventh  section  of  the  law  of  '51,  or 
for  us  to  conform  our  usage  to  what  the  law  requires.  The 
entirely  free  system  has  been  long  tried  in  France  and  Prussia 
with  good  success ;  but  that  conformed  to  our  present  usage 
prevails  in  Austria,  and  it  is  said  with  success  still  greater. 

Another  thing  demanding  attention  is  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  the  children  betweeh  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  that  attend  school  at  all  ;  and  the  extreme  unsteadi- 
ness of  those  that  do — say  seven  hundred  out  of  eleven  hun- 
dred in  this  township,  or  only  about  two  out  of  three  of  our 
■whole  number  between  five  and  eighteen.     In  other  towns,  a 


121 

smaller  proportion  still.  In  Belville  four  hundred  out  of  every 
thousand  ;  in  Camden,  nine  hundred  out  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred.  And  to  increase  the  evil,  those  who  go  at  all,  are 
extremely  unsteady  in  their  attendance.  In  some  towns  the 
greatest  number  of  scholars  that  attend  at  all,  go  less  than 
three  months  in  the  year.  Thus,  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Mon- 
mouth, of  the  five  hundred  and  ten  that  are  taught,  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  three,  or  more  than  half,  attend  school  less 
than  three  months.  And  so  in  many  other  towns.  This  is  a 
great  evil ;  to  send  a  child  to  school,  and  yet  keep  him  at 
home  more  than  half  the  time,  is  to  cause  him  to  take  more 
steps  backward  than  forward  ;  and  then  complaint  perhaps  oft 
times  arises  if  the  child  does  not  learn  !  Now  sickness,  and 
sometimes  other  insurmountable  obstacles  may  lie  in  the  way 
of  children's  attendance ;  and  especially  amongst  the  children 
of  poor  people  ;  and  yet  we  fear  that  in  many  cases,  days  of 
absence  are  to  be  attributed  to  causes  of  very  trifling  charac- 
ter. To  ali  parents  guilty  of  negligence  in  this  respect  we 
would  lift  a  warning  voice,  and  say  you  are  robbing  your  chil- 
dren of  their  dearest  interests  this  side  eternity  ;  committing 
injury  on  them  you  never  can  •repair  ;  and  not  only  on  them, 
but  on  yourselves  and  your  country. 

Another  evil,  that  needs  correction,  is  the  frequent  change 
of  our  teachers — the  rotary  system  in  which  they  are  involved. 
Not  one  in  four  of  our  teachers  remain  a  year  in  one  posi- 
tion ;  few  stay  over  two  quarters  ;  some  only  one.  Children 
have  scarcely  time  to  become  acquainted  with  a  teacher  and  his 
system  of  instruction  and  government,  and  to  get  under,  fair  pro- 
gress in  their  studies,  ere  he  departs  to  be  succeeded  by  another, 
who,  in  a  still  briefer  period  perhaps,  gives  way  to  another. 
In  this  way  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  our  schools  are 
greatly  retarded.  This  evil,  sometimes,  is  due  in  part  to  the 
caprice  and  hasty  spirit  of  injudicious  parents — especially  the 
parents  of  children  too  dull  to  learn,  or  of  children  too  ungov- 
erned  and  ungovernable  at  home  to  submit  to  any  government 
■at  school.     But   still  more  frequently,  the  cause  lies    in    the 
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teacher  :  his  ignorance  or  incompetency  to  teach  or  incapacity 
to  govern,  either  his  school  or  himself;  and  sometimes  men 
■who  seem  to  do  pretty  well  at  first,  very  soon  "wear  out." 

The  only  remedy  is  to  get  the  right  sort  of  men,  have  them 
thoroughly  trained  to  their  business,  and  then  afford  a  com- 
pensation which  shall  make  them  willing  to  spend  their  life  in 
a  common  school.  Now  teaching  is  only  a  stepping  stone  to 
something  else.  Every  teacher  of  a  common  school  should  be 
a  man  of  talent  and  a  man  of  liberal  education  ;  and  his  busi- 
ness be,  and  be  regarded,  as  one  of  the  regular  and  learned 
professions.  Every  one  that  enters  that  office  should  be  just 
as  regularly  and  systematically  trained  to  his  profession,  as  is 
the  lawyer,  physician  or  divine  for  his ;  for  he  needs,  as  much 
as  either  of  the  others,  to  be  a  man  of  learning  Jhimself;  and. 
then  what  is  more,  he  needs  to  learn  the  difficult  art  of  teach- 
ing and  governing,  not  only  others  but  himself.  And  we  hail 
with  joy,  after  so  long  delay,  the  establishment  c^f  a  normal 
school,  and  teacher's  associations  and  institutes,  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  system  of  instrumentalities  that  augur  nobly 
for  the  future  good  of  our  state^nd  country. 

One  thing  more  we  need  is,  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of 
instruction  in  our  common  schools.  Our  standard  now  is  far 
too  low.  If  their  children  can  be  taught  to  read  and  write  and 
figure  to  the  rule  of  three,  many  parents  are  satisfied.  The 
most  of  our  parents  have  far  too  low  ideas  on  this  subject  y 
and  our  school  houses  and  our  teachers  show  it.  Why,  we 
have  not  even  an  orrery  or  globe,  either  celestial  or  terrestial, 
in  all  our  schools ;  and  very  possibly,  somu  of  our  teachers 
■would  not  know  how  to  use  them  if  we  had.  On  the  contrary^ 
every  teacher,  and  every  youth  in  our  land,  ought,  (languages 
excepted,)  to  have  a  liberal  education,  and  every  common 
school  house  be  a  collegre — on  a  small  scale — and  thus  our 
whole  generation  of  youth  rise  up  on  the  stage  liberally  edu- 
cated. Why  not  ?  What  reason  is  there  why  every  son  of 
our  noble  farmers,  mechanics — yea,  and  even  our  day  laborers, 
should  not  be  elevated  to  all  the  profit,  and  honor,  and  pleas- 
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ure,  that  all  the  wonders  of  astronomy,  geology,  chemistry, 
physiology,  and  all  the  other  sciences  could  impart  ?  Why 
should  not  our  America  be  a  liberally  educated  nation,  both 
in  regard  to  science,  morals  and  religion  ?  All  antiquity  shows 
us,  that  every  nation  is  just  what  its  education  makes  it ;  and 
if  ever  a  nation  needed  elevation,  both  in  its  scientific  and 
moral  character,  this  is  the  one.  In  a  nation  where  the  people 
govern,  the  people  surely  should  be  well  instructed,  and  this, 
already  the  model  nation,  and  destined  ere  long  to  hold  the 
dominion  of  the  globe ;  and  ere  three  centuries,  (D.  V.)  to 
contain  five  hundred  millions  of  inhabitants ;  and  surely  the 
present  generation  of  our  children,  destined  of  God  to  exert 
an  unmeasurable  influence  in  forming  the  character  of  these 
hundreds  of  millions  that  are  to  spring  up  on  our  own  shores, 
and  to  come  in  from  every  other,  ought  to  receive  an  education 
adequate  to  the  great  part  they  are  to  act  in  the  drama  of  the 
world.  And  shall  the  impoverished  governments  of  Europe 
take  the  high  stand  they  are  now  taking,  on  this  great  subject 
of  national  education,  and  yet  this  great  government,  and  this 
wealthy  nation  be  outdone  in  energy  and  liberality  by  those 
pauper  governments  ?     God  forbid. 

JOHN  FORD, 
Superintendent. 


MENDHAM. 

There  appears  to  be  a  difficulty  in  sustaining  many  of  our 
schools,  as  there  are  many  who  feel  so  little  interest  in  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  that  they  are  unwilling  to  make  much 
of;  an  effort  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  but  are  satis- 
fied with  the  amount  provided  by  the  school  fund.  We  know 
not  how  the  difficulty  will  be  obviated  except  by  increasing 
the  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  or  the  amount  of  school 
funds,  so  that  we  may  have  free  schools.  The  latter  would 
probably  be  the  more  easily  accomplished. 
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;■•'  ^ 
As  the  acquisition  of  a  thorough  education  is  usually  a  slow- 
process,  so  oftentimes  there  may  be  a  slow  progress  in  the 
cause  of  education  hardly  perceptible  to  many.  We  hope  this 
to-be  the  case 'with  us^  though  things  apparently  remain  about 
the  same,  the  number  ot  children,  the  attendance  at  school, 
and  the  amount  of  school  fund  varying  but  little  from  the  pre- 
vious year. 

But  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  begin 
to  feel  the  influence  of  the  liberality  of  the  state  in  taking 
measures  for  the  supply  of  competent  instructors  which  must 
Ue  at  the  foundation  of  all  true  advancement. 

W.  THOMPSON, 
Svperintendent. 


MORRIS. 

The  schools  of  this  township  have  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of 
prosperity,  the  past  year.  We  have  experienced  little  difficulty 
in  procuring  teachers,  and  such,  too,  as  have,  generally,  pos- 
sessed more  than  an  average  character  and  competency.  In 
several  instances,  indeed,  the  schools  are  enjoying  the  services 
of  teachers  who  have  been  their  instructors  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  are  reaping  the  advantages  of  a  growing  intelligence 
in  the  teachers,  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  teachers,  and 
the  more  perfect  adaptation,  mentally,  of  all  concerned^  . 

I  am  deeply  convinced  of  the  utter  insufficiency  of  the  mere 
academical  student  for  the  purposes  of  the  public  school  sys- 
tem. It  is  deplorable  that  so  many  of  our  teachers,  hitherto, 
have  been  of  this  discription,  who,  fugitives  from  other  states, 
in  quest  of  pecuniary  aid,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  own 
studies,  have  little  concern  for  their  reputation  in  this,  and 
who,  having  taken  their  pupils  over  the  merest  elements  of 
arithmetic,  &c.,  leave  them  to  be  handled  in  the  same  way  by 
Iheir  successors,  until  the  young  mind  has  acquired  a  positive 
disgust  for  pursuits  so  uninteresting  and  useless.     You  may  be 
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sure,  therefore,  that,  for  myself,  the  establishment  of  our  nor- 
mal school  is  hailed  with  inexpressible  delight,  as  marking  the 
dawn  of  a  brighter  day  in  the  public  school  system  of  this 
state. 

The  schools  of  this  township  have  suffered  immensely  from 
the  want  of  an  earnest,  practical  co-operation,  between  the 
superintendent  and  the  several  boards  of  trustees.  This  has 
arisen,  I  think,  not  so  much  from  any  indifference,  either  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees  or  the  superintendent,  but  mainly  from, 
the  lack  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  and  personal  intercourse 
between  the  two  parties. 

The  township  of  Morris  is  large,  the  school  trustees  widely 
scattered,  and  the  compensation  of  the  superintendent,  compa- 
red with  his  actual  expenses,  so  low,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, except  in  the  case  of  a  retired  gentleman  of  fortune,  to 
devote  the  time,  and  care,  and  exertion  to  this  office,  which  its 
importance  demands. 

I  would  most  earnestly  suggest  that,  if  the  time  has  not 
arrived  to  make  this  office  a  salaried  one,  whether  some  modi- 
fication of  the  school  law  might  not,  advantageously,  be  made, 
which  shall,  at  least,  provide  for  the  full  remuneration  of  the 
town  superintendent  for  all  the  pecuniary  loss  which  he  may 
sustain  in  the  most  diligent  and  successful  execution  of  his 
office. 

The  statistical  table  which  accompanies  this  report  is  as 
accurate  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  make  it.  The  annual  reports 
of  trustees  were  all  received,  but  I  have  found  it  impracticable 
to  obtain  current  data  from  all  the  schools,  as  some  teachers 
have  kept  no  particular  accounts,  and  some  had  come  and  gone 
before  my  administration  commenced.  Still,  the  statistics  do 
not  essentially  vary  from  the  facts  which  they  are  designed  to 
represent. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  several  of  our  schools  are  entirely 
free,  and  as  a  commendable  liberality  is  manifest  in  the  amount 
of  tax  for  school  purposes,  I  indulge  the  hope  that  the  free 
principle  will  eventually  characterize  the  township. 
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The  enlightened  generosity  of  the  legislature  in  the  matter 
of  Webster's  dictionary,  is  duly  appreciated  by  us,  and  copies 
of  that  invaluable  work  will  shortly  enrich  the  several  districts 
of  the  town. 

JOSIAH  HEATT, 
Superintendent. 


PEQUANNOCK. 

Of  the  schools  in  this  township  only  six  have  been  kept 
open  during  the  whole  year,  making  allowance  for  the  usual 
vacations.  Seven,  have  been  kept  open  about  nine  months ; 
three,  about  six  months ;  and  one,  only  four  months.  In  three 
districts  the  schools  have  been  free,  and  kept  open  during  the 
whole  year.  In  four  districts  the  schools  have* been  free  three 
fourths  of  the  time  when  kept  open  ;  in  eight  districts  about 
half  the  time  ;  in  one  district  about  two  thirds  of  the  time,  and 
in  two  about  one  third  of  the  time.  The  experience  of  the 
past  year  has  tended  to  strengthen  our  belief,  that,  as  regards 
the  improvement  of  our  schools,  the  principal  difficulties  with 
which  we  have  now  to  contend,  are,  irregularity  in  attendance, 
and  a  want  of  competent  teachers. 

To  provide  some  efficient  remedy  for  these  difficulties  is  a 
matter  deserving  the  serious  consideration  of  the  commission- 
ers appointed  to  revise  our  school  laws.  I  have  noticed  in 
some  districts  a  growing  disposition,  to  rely  more  and  more, 
upon  the  aid  of  public  money  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
school.  In  those  districts  although  there  are  a  few  who  seem 
disposed  to  contribute  liberally,  yet  there  is  a  want  of  unity  of 
action,  because  a  majority  manifest  an  unwillingness  to  pay 
from  their  own  pockets,  over  a  certain  sum  (one  dollar  per 
scholar)  for  a  quarter's  tuition.  The  consequence  is,  that  so 
soon  as  the  public  funds  are  exhausted  the  trustees  are  obhged 
to  dismiss  the  teacher,  and  allow  the  school  to  remain  vacant^ 
until  there  shall  be  a  further  accumulation  of  public  money. 


127 

that  ■will  enable  them  to  employ  another.  Such  a  state  of 
feeling  is  not  favorable  to  securing  the  services  of  those  best 
qualified  to  teach,  and  who  intend  to  devote  themselves  to  it 
as  a  profession.  Indeed,  it  is  plain  to  be  seen,  that  the  direct 
tendency  is  to  drive  away  from  such  districts  teachers  of  the 
best  qualifications,  and  leave  to  be  employed,  only  the  young 
and  inexperienced,  and  those  of  inferior  ability.  To  secure 
the  necessary  qualifications  and  talent  there  must  not  only  be 
an  adequate  compensation,  but  a  certainty  that  that  compensa- 
tion will  be  continued  throughout  the  year.  It  has  been  said, 
that,  if  the  state  should  distribute  a  larger  amount  of  money 
this  difficulty  would  be  removed.  It  is  not  clear  that  it  would, 
if  the  state  should  distribute  double  the  amount  now  annually 
appropriated ;  yet  on  the  present  basis  of  distribution,  owing 
to  the  disparity  of  population  in  different  districts,  while  some 
would  get  enough,  others  would  receive  too  little,  to  enable 
them  to  support  a  school  during  the  year ;  and  in  many  instan-  ■ 
ces,  there  would  yet  remain  a  deficiency  to  be  met.  Even  if 
at  the  present  time  it  were  practicable  for  the  state  to  distribute 
money  enough  to  keep  every  school  free,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  would  be  sound  policy  to  do  so,  inasmuch,  as  it  appears  to 
be  a  principle  of  human  nature,  that  what  we  obtain  without 
exertion,  we  are  disposed  to  value  lightly.  It  would  therefore 
appear  to  be  the  better  way,  to  require  each  person  having  an 
interest  in  a  school,  to  contribute  something  from  his  own 
pocket  for  its  support. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  trustees  of  each  school 
district  be  authorised  and  required  to  assess  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children 
therein,  of  the  prescribed  age  and  capability  of  attending 
school,  so  much  money  as  may  be  required,  in  addition  to 
their  public  fund,  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  teacher,  and  pur- 
chase the  Jiecessary  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  school. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  a  provision  would  ena- 
ble the  trustees  of  each  district  to  avoid  any  interruption  in 
keeping  the  school  open,  and  that  the  people  would  feel  more 
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interest  in  sending  their  children  regularly  to  a  school,  to 
maintain  which,  they  found  themselves  obliged  to  contribute 
something  directly  from  their  own  pockets. 

Notwithstanding  this  unfavorable  feeling  exhibited  in  some 
districts,  in  a  disposition  to  rely  almost  entirely  upon  public 
money  to  support  a  school,  yet  upon  the  whole,  in  view  of 
what  has  been  accomplished,  and  our  prospects  for  the  future, 
we  have  reason  for  encouragement. 

Our  schools  generally  are  in  advance  of  w-here  they  were 
three  years  ago.  Teaching  school,  and  the  school  teacher,  are 
now  regarded  in  a  different  and  more  favorable  light.  With 
few  exceptions  we  have  better  school-houses.  Some  of  these 
are  large,  neat,  and  convenient  edifices,  which  will  rank  among 
the  best  in  our  county,  and  the  people  generally  seem  more 
inclined  to  make  further  improvement  in  this  heretofore  much 
neglected  department.  The  teachers  employed,  generally  are 
better  qualified,  and  a  uniform  and  better  class  of  text  books 
has 'been  introduced.  In  some  schools  very  decided  improve- 
ment has  been  made  within  the  past  year.  The  improvement 
is  indicated,  not  merely  in  the  advancement  made  by  the  pupils 
in  their  studies,  but  in  the  thoroughness  of  the  knowledge 
acquired,  and  the  developement  of  mental  power.  The  teach- 
ers in  these  schools  have  introduced  some  improvements  in 
methods  of  instruction,  which  have  had  the  happy  effect,  of 
awakening  more  thought,  and  rendering  the  exercises  of  their 
schools  more  interesting  and  attractive. 

J.  L.  KANOUSE, 
Superintendent. 


RANDOLPH. 

I  herewith  transmit  my  annual  report.  Last  spring  by,  I 
believe,  a  unanimous  vote,  the  township  resolved  to  raise,  for 
school  purposes  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  scholar,  or  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars.     From  the  state  we 
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receive  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  eighty  six  cents. 
From  surplus  revenue  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  cents,  giving  us  a  grand  total  df  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety  three  dollars  and  twenty  three  cents,  which 
amount  will,  with  economy,  in  all  but  two  of  the  small  dis- 
tricts, keep  the  schools  open  and  free  during  the  entire  year ; 
although  a  few  hundred  dollars  more  could  be  used  to  great 
advantage  ;  especially  would  it  prevent  the  too  frequent  change 
of  teachers  which  now  embarrasses  us. 

The  schools  in  the  township  upon  the  whole,  are  in  a  heal- 
thy and  thriving  condition.  In  each  of  the  nine  districts,  I 
have  found  a  number  of  warm  and  earnest  friends  of  common 
school  education,  and  the  present  teachers,  in  my  opinion, 
without  exception,  are  competent  for  their  respective  schools. 
In  the  examination  of  teachers,  I  have  labored  to  be  practical 
and  thorough.  Besides  the  elementary  branches,  spelling, 
defining,  &c.,  we  have  taught  in  all  our  schools,  grammar,  elo- 
cution, arithmetic,  geography,  &c.,  and  in  some  of  the  schools, 
history,  algebra,  natural  philosophy,  &c. 

In  .two  districts,  number  two  and  number  five,  new  school 
houses  are  needed,  and  the  friends  in  both  districts  are  expect- 
ing to  build  early  in  the  spring.  Two  private  schools  have 
been  organised  during  the  year  in  the  township.  One  in  Dover 
under  the  patronage  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Magee,  the  other  a  day  and 
boarding  school,  by  Wm.  R.  Crosett,  at  the  beautiful  mansion 
of  the  late  Gov.  Dickerson. 

We  have  availed  ourselves  of  the  provision  of  last  winter, 
and  secured  for  all  our  schools,  "  Webster's  unabridged  dic- 
tionary." Many  thanks  to  yourself,  and  to  the  progressive 
men,  who  voted  us  this  great  treasure. 

Trusting  that  the  coming  legislature  will  give  us  a  school 
law  fully  up  to  the  times,  and  an  additional  appropriation  from 
the  state  treasury. 

^  A.  M.  PALMER, 

Superintendent. 
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rockAway. 
The  reports  from  the  several  districts,  are  as  accurate  as 
under  present  circumstances  could  be  attained.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  this  township  has  many  children  between  the  ages 
bf  five  and  eighteen  years,  who  have  not  attended  school  the 
last  year.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  provisions  made  for 
the  schools  from  the  township  tax  and  state  fund,  are  sufficient 
to  furnish  every  child  with  free  instruction  at  least  three 
months.  Our  schools  in  this  township,  are  taught  by  compe- 
tent teachers,  and  are  a  credit  to  the  common  school  system. 
Hitherto  there  have  been  no  permanent  registers  in  our  schools, 
but  at  my  suggestion,  these  are  to  be  procured,  and  will  insure 
us  more  accurate  reports  for  the  future. 

JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

In  transmitting  the  annual  report,  as  requirp--  idw,  it 
affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  go.  .  degree  of 
prosperity  manifested  in  our  schools. 

The  districts  have  all  been  supplied  with  teachers  for  the 
last  six  months,  and  some  of  them  for  the  wholenyear.  Some 
of  the  teachers  have  been  at  their  posts  for  a  .^n"'-^ fable 
time,  but  not  as  generally  so,  as  might  be  desired.  '  ^eem 
the  frequent  change  of  teachers  as  a  great  hindrance  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  common  schools.  It  is  always  attended  with 
much  loss  of  time  to  the  pupils,  and  with  more  or  less  confu- 
sion in  the  state  of  the  schools. 

There  are  at  this  time,  in  our  town,  seven  teachers  engaged 
in  teaching — six  males  and  one  female — all  of  whom  have  been 
regularly  examined  and  licensed,  as  required  by  law.  The 
average  amount  of  salary  paid  to  the  males  is,  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  per  annum ;  the  highest  being  fiv 
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hundred,  and  the  lowest  a^ouc  three.     The  average  salary  of 
females  is  about  two  hundred  dollars,  per  annum. 

There  have  been  no  county  examiners  appointed,  therefore 
the  duty  of  licensing  teachers  fall  on  the  superintendent,  to- 
gether with  the  trustees. 

The  schools  which  have  been  kept  open  during  the  whole 
year,  have  not  been  free,  but  the  public  funds  have  been  distri- 
buted in  due  proportion  through  each  quarter,  so  that  the  tuition 
bills  have  been  small.  This  has  been  found  to  work  better, 
than  to  have  a  free  school  for  a  part  of  th^year,  and  none  at 
all,  or  one  wholly  dependent  upon  the  employers  for  support, 
for  the  other. 

Some  two  or  three  of  our  schools  have  not  adopted  this 
mode,  however,  for  the  reason,  that  there  are  not  children 
enough  for  the  support  of  a  school  for  the  whole  year.  Such 
schools  have  been  kept  free,  for  a  part  of  the  year. 

We  feel  encouraged  by  the  lively  interest  manifested  by  our 
teachers.  Most  of  them  appear  to  be  awake  with  the  spirit 
of  self-'^^'-ovement,  and  active  in  their  schools  in  giving 
fhoro<*  •  J  bstruction.  Great  benefit,  we  believe,  has  been 
derived  K  oo'-an  association  which  was  organized  in  this  town- 
ship about  the  middle  of  this  year.  The  object  of  this  asso- 
ciation is,  self-improvement  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  busi- 
ness of  teac'iing,  particularly  to  an  understanding  of  the  best 
methods  on  government  and  discipline,  and  a  thorough  know- 
led^  ^  sfll  the  branches  required  to  be  taught.  I  regard 
this  asso<riation  as  a  very  useful  adjunct  to  the  means  of  public 
instruction,  and  believe  that  similar  ones,  if  properly  conduct- 
ed, would  prove  beneficial  in  other  townships. 

Our  school-houses,  many  of  them,  are  not  as  they  should 
be.  Some  of  them  are  so  poor,  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
warm  in  them,  during  the  winter  season,  and,  consequently, 
thf  schools  are  vacant.  But  we  trust  that  there  is  a  "  better 
time  coming."  New  school-houses  are  being  talked  of  with 
interest,  and  we  hope  that  ere  another  year  rolls  round,  we 
will  have,  at  least,  two  new  and  comfortable  buildings  erected. 
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I  find  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  the  statistics  re- 
quired, to  fill  the  blank  you  sent  me,  as  accurately  as  I  would 
wish  to  do,  on  account  of  many  of  the  teachers  not  having 
kept  a  roll  in  their  schools.  And  to  that  end,  I  would  sug- 
gest, that  each  teacher  be  required  to  enter,  daily,  in  a  book 
provided  for  that  purpose,  by  the  district,  a  full  account  of  the 
attendance  of  children,  and  that  he  be  not  allowed  to  receive 
any  public  money,  unless  he  furnish,  together  with  his  order 
from  the  trustees,  a  copy  of  his  record,  for  the  use  of  the 
superintendent. 

THEO.  NAUGHRIGHT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 


BRICK    TOWNSHIP. 


In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  I  regret,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  imperfect  returns  from  the  districts,  and  in  some 
instances  no  returns  at  all,  ray  report  lacks  that  degree  of  ac- 
curacy so  desirable.  I  have  endeavored  to  avail  myself t)f  such 
means  as  were  within  my  reach,  to  make  the  report  as  cor- 
rect as  possible,  but  find  it  quite  deficient,  and  in  some  cases 
have  been  obliged  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  the  best  proba- 
ble statistics,  agreeably  to  my  own  judgment.  I  sincerely 
wish  this  difficulty  could  be  remedied  and  obviated,  and  my 
impression  is,  that,  to  a  considerable  extent,  it  might  be.  It 
is  impossible  for  town  superintendents  to  make  out  a  correct 
report  without  correct  returns  from  the  teachers  ;  and  the 
teachers  not  unfrequently  may  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  difr 
ferent  items  of  information  are  required. 

That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  town  superintendents  to'supply 
the  teachers  with  blank  reports  is  questionable.     If  it  is'desir- 
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rable  and  necessary  in  order  to  form  a  correct  statistical  table, 
to  be  reported  annually  to  the  legislature,  <fec.,  I  would  venture 
the  suggestion  again,  i.  e.  :  would  there  not  be  a  propriety  in 
furnishing  blank  reports  with  proper  headings,  to  the  teachers, 
and  would  not  a  greater  degree  of  uniformity  and  accuracy 
be  secured  thereby  ? 

There  is  evidently  a  great  want  of  uniformity  in  school 
books,  and  it  seems  impossible  for  the  town  superintendent  to 
correct  this  evil.  The  fault  may  be  sometimes  with  parents 
and  sometimes  with  the  teachers.  Some  parents  who  received 
their  education  out  of  Comley's  spelling-book  and  Dabol's 
arithmetic,  regard  it  as  an  extravagant  and  useless  expenditure 
to  lay  out  a  few  shillings  for  more  modern  books.  They 
"  don't  see  the  use  in  it."  They  argue  "  they  lernt  out  o' 
them  books  and  their  children  be  no  better  than  they  are." 

Why  do  not  such  parents,  if  farmers,  confine  themselves 
and  their  children  to  the  old  method  of  farming  and  to  the  use 
of  the  old  fashioned  tools,  worn  out  in  the  service,  instead  of 
conforming  to  modern  usage  ?  O,  they  say,  that  is  not  to  their 
advantage.  Nor  is  it  to  their  advantage  to  confine  their  child- 
ren to  old  worn  out  books,  when  improved  ones  are  provided. 
Why  do  not  such  farmers  carry  their  potatoes  and  produce  to 
market  by  the  tedious  process  of  horse  power  or  uncertain 
sail  vessel,  instead  of  availing  themselves  of  railrord  and  steam- 
boat advantages.  O,  they  say  their  potatoes  might  freeze, 
and  it  takes  so  long  to  get  to  market,  they  save  time  and  it  is 
money  to  them.  So  it  is ;  as  is  equally  advantageous  to  the'm 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  introduction 
of  better  methods  for  arriving  at  the  same  thing,  viz :  educa- 
tion. Teachers,  too,  are  disposed  to  introduce  their  favorite 
books,  regarding  them  as  better  adapted  to  the  schools ;  so 
that  with  almost  every  new  teacher  a  new  kind  of  book 
is  suggested,  before  the  last  is  scarce  half  digested.  Thus  the 
minds  of  some  become  prejudiced  against  important  and  nec- 
essary changes,  and  for  want  of  uniformity  in  books,  a  proper 
classification  of  the  pupils  is  impossible.  Cannot  this  evil 
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be  remedied  by  the  appropriation  of  libraries,  especially  to  the 
more  uneducated  and  sparsely  settled  portion  of  our  coun- 
try. 

WM.  F.  BROWN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PLUMSTED. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  school  report  from  our  township.  It 
is  not  as  perfect  in  all  its  particulars  as  I  could  wish  ;  but  with 
the  present  careless  and  unsystematic  state  of  our  school  man- 
agement, it  is  impossible  to  present  an  accurate  report.  Most 
of  the  schools  keep  no  register,  and  in  all  the  districts  but  one, 
there  has  been  three  changes  of  teachers  within  the  year; 
some  of  their  lists  of  scholars'  names,  attendance,  &c.,  I  have 
been  able  to  find  and  some  I  have  not.  It  would  greatly  fa- 
cilitate the  labor  of  procuring  the  statistical  matter  necessary 
to  making  an  accurate  report,  if  each  district  was  provided 
with  a  book,  suitably  prepared  for  keeping  an  accurate  school 
register. 

Our  schools  are  not  in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as  they 
should  be.  Public  interest  does  not  manifest  itself  in  the  right 
way  to  improve  matters.  There  is  a  sufficient  disposition  to 
"find  fault,"  but  not  that  active  investigation  and  promptness 
of  action  on  the  part  of  those  most  interested,  that  is  necessa- 
ry to  correct  the  existing  evils.  Every  one  is  satisfied  to 
trust  to  somebody  else  to  see  to  it.  If  it  was  a  common  prac- 
tice for  the  trustees,  parents  and  guardians  to  visit  the  schools 
frequently,  and  make  themselves  acquainted  with  everything 
relating  to  the  schools,  they  would  be  able  to  see  what  was 
necessary  to  their  improvement,  and  disposed  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary effort  to  secure  it ;  both  teacher  and  scholars  be  en- 
couraged, and  much  good  accomplished. 

Irregular  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  and  want 
of  uniformity  of  books,  is  another  great  source  of  evil. 
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We  have  three  tqlerably  convenient  and  comfortable  school 
houses,  provided  with  maps,  blackboards,  &.,  while  two  others 
are  very  far  from  being  either  comfortable  or  convenient. 

The  interest  of  the  surplus  fund  was  not  appropriated  to 
the  schools  this  year  as  it  usually  has  been ;  it  was  inadvert- 
antly left  oflf  the  ticket  at  the  township  meeting,  which  reduced 
our  public  fund  some  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars. 

Within  the  present  year  we  have  had  twelve  different  teach- 
ers employed  in  our  schools,  seven  male  and  fiye  female  ;  with 
three  or  four  honorable  exceptions  we  have  not  been  very  for- 
tunate. 

There  have  been  no  county  examiners  appointed.  I  have 
been  called  upon  to  license  a  teacher  but  in  one  case.  Only 
two  of  our  districts  have  maintained  free  schools,  the  others 
have  paid  about  one  half. 

I  have  visited  all  of  the  schools ;  some  of  them  where 
the  schools  have  been  kept  open  constantly,  three  or  four 
times  ;  and  have  endeavored  to  use  my  influence  as  far  as  I 
was  able  for  their  improvement.  I  feel  a  hearty  interest  in 
the  caHse  of  public  schools,  as  I  believe  that  by  elevating  the 
standard  of  them,  we  confer  a  greater  favor  upon  our  children 
than  if  we  were  to  leave  them  great  wealth. 

DANIEL  A.  WARREN. 

Town  Superintendent. 


^-      STAFFORD. 

.  In  regard  to  our  schools  they  are  in  as  good  condition  as  can 
be  expected  under  existing  circumstances.  There  has  been 
one  new  school  house  erected  in  this  township  during  the 
past  year,  which  having  been  built  on  the  improved  plan,  ex- 
hibits a  commendable  spirit  and  laudable  desire  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education  in  that  vicinity  at  least.  One  of  the  great- 
est difficulties  the  teacher  has  to  contend  with,  is  the  want  of 
uniformity  in  text  books. 
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The  schools  are  sadly  maimed  on  that  account,  yet  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  this  evil  is  gradually  clearing  away. 
The  last  time  I  visited  the  schools,  part  of  them  had  made  a 
decided  improvement  in  that  particular.  The  main  thing  that 
is  needed  now,  is  good  and  efficient  teachers,  those  who  can 
beget  an  interest  in  the  scholar  for  his  book,  and  then  the 
cause  of  education  must  advance.  Although  parents  should 
not  (as  is  too  much  the  case)  take  that  especial  interest  in  the 
schools  as  they  ought,  yet  with  interested  teachers,  those  hav- 
ing their  calling  at  heart,  much  more  may  yet  be  accomplised. 
And  I  trust  my  successor  will  be  prepared  to  report  a  still 

greater  advancement. 

WALTER  B.  ABBOTT. 

Town  Superintendent. 


UNION., 

As  regards  our  school  affairs,  there  is  nothing  new  worthy 
of  remark  the  past  year.  The  same  feeling  that  I  have  be- 
fore referred  to,  as  strongly  predominating  in  this  township,  to 
have  the  state  pass  some  well  digested  school  law,  that  shall 
make  the  schools  more  tree  than  they  now  are,  still  exists.  ^  If 
the  free-school  question  was  a  new  subject,  not  experimented 
upon  by  any  state  or  nation,  there  might  justly  be  cause  for 
hesitation  before  committing  ourselves  too  deeply  in  its  favor. 
But  in  the  light  of  the  well-tried  experience  of  sister  states,  it 
is  folly  to  doubt  that  free  schools  are  beneficial.  Where  free 
education  is,  there  is  to  be  found  among  the  masses  more  in- 
dustry, prosperity,  morality,  and  true  religion,  than  where  it 
is  not  known.  Where  there  are  no  free  schools,  prpsperity  is 
limited  to  the  wealthy — the  rich  grow  richer,  while  the  mas- 
ses are  generally  no  more  industrious  than  necessity  compels 
them  to  be,  and  morality  and  religion  are  thrown  in  the  shade ; 
the  dark  veil  of  ignorance  shuts  out  from  their  view,  every 
high  and  noble  ftim,  and  they  are  content  if  the  mere  animal 
wants  are  supplied.     If  we  take  the  statistics  of  the  different 
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states  of  the  union,  we  find  that  where  little  or  no  provisions 
are  made  by  the  state,  crime  and  immorality  are  every  where 
prevalent,  and  the  common  class  scarce  knowing. what  pros- 
perity is.  Take  'on  the  other  hand,  a  state  where  education  is 
liberally  provided  for,  and  we  find  more  morality  and  practi- 
cal Christianity ;  and  as  for  wordly  prosperity,  their  history  is 
unexampled  throughout  the  world.  New  Jersey  occupies  a 
half-way  position  between  the  two  extremes.  This  state 
allows  each  township  for  itself  to  decide.  As  a  consequence, 
we  find  some  sections  well  educated,  and  the  people  highly 
moral  and  prosperous,  while  in  other  sections,  if  much  more 
immorality  does  not  prevail,  there  is,  at  least,  far  less  pros- 
perity. Though  the  state  at  large  figures  moderately  w^ell  in 
educational  statistics,  yet  while  there  are  over  sixty  thousand 
children  in  our  midst  who  never  attend  school,  and  thirty 
thousand  who  visit  school  but  three  months,  or  less,  in  a  year, 
we  have  but  little  to  boast  of.  Cannot  the  wisdom  of  our  legis- 
lature devise  some  means  to  open  the  school  house  doors  to 
these  children,  one  and  all  ? 

The  propositions  to  raise  the  poll  tax  from  fifty  cents  to  one 
or  two  dollars,  and  devote  the  railroad  and  bank  tax  to  school 
purposes,  I  find  are  rapidly  gaining  advocates. 

The  present  law  is  (here,)  generally  conceded  to  be  in  want 
of  improvement.  The  tax  that  is  now  allowed  to  be  levied, 
per  child  in  each  township,  is,  by  one  class,  considered  too 
much ;  and  the  other  class,  the  majority,  find  so  much  heart 
burning  and  strife  at  every  town  meeting,  in  attempting  to  carry 
out  a  principle  that  they  belive  is  right,  that  they  are  tired  of 
the  contention  it  creates.  And  it  is,  without  a  doubt,  too  mo- 
mentous a  question  to  leave  it  to  the  excited  feelings  of  voters 
on  an  election  day  to  decide,  not  but  what  a  majority  of  voters 
may  generally  decide  right,  but  because  it  invariably  leads  to 
more  or  less  personal  ill-feeling,  and  never  allows  that  calm, 
cool  deliberation,  that  the  subject  "requires.  It  is  a  question 
that  requires,  to  decide  the  rightfulness  and  necessity  of  free- 
schools,  the  calm,  cool  deliberation  of  our  wisest  men ;  those 
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whom  we  send  as  legislators,  who,  remote  from  the  noisy  and 
excited  scenes  at  the  ballot  box,  can  dispassionately  debate 
and  decide  the  question  for  the  state  at  large. 

As  a  Jerseyman,  I  feel  proud  of  our  past  history,  of  its 
early  settlement  so  peacefully  made  ;  in  the  revolution,  of  the 
glorious  deeds  our  fathers  have  left  on  record  ;  of  the  scholars, 
statesmen,  and  warriors,  our  little  state  has  furnished.  Our 
Princeton  and  Rutgers,  have  not  only  trained  up  Jerseymen, 
but  trained  up  hundreds,  who  have  shone  as  intellectual  stars 
in  other  sections.  Our  Southard,  Frelinghuysen,  and  others, 
were  in  the  national  councils,  respected  and  beloved  by  the 
nation  at  large.  We  sent  forth  Lawrence,  Morgan,  Reed,  and 
others,  whose  names  are  household  words  in  every  American 
family.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Jerseymen  are  too  prone 
to  rest  at  pointing  at  our  past  history,  instead  of  aiming  to 
make  our  mark  on  our  age  and  day.  We  are  proud  of  our 
father's  deeds,  but  have  we,  or  are  we,  as  a  state,  doing  things 
worthy  of  their  descendants  ?  We  see  around  us  states,  new 
and  old,  outstripping  us  in  intelligence  and  prosperity,  and 
what  is  the  cause,  if  it  is  not  our  deficient  system  of  education? 
If  the  school-house  door  could  be,  by  the  state,  thrown  open 
to  these  sixty  thousand  children,  who  are  now  growing  up  in 
ignorance,  even  if  not  more  than  half  of  that  number  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege,  would  it  not  give  a  powerful  im- 
pulse towards  the  present  and  future  welfare  of  the  state? 
The  great  majority  of  our  people  have  acted  well,  nobly,  in 
attending  to  education,  and  they  will  do  so  hereafter,  because 
they  feel  right  and  are  able  to  do  so;  but  for  that  large  num- 
ber who  are  growing  up  in  ignorance,  unable  to  procure  edu- 
cation, cannot  the  wisdom  of  our  legislators  devise  some  way 
to  extend  to  them,  who  so  much  need  it,  a  helping  hand  ? 

EDWIN  SALTER, 
Town  Superintendent.  '■ 


UW  TIJiO 


139 
PASSAIC  COUNTY. 

ACQUACKANONK   TOWNSHIP 

Regarding  as  I  do  the  educational  interests  of  the  state  as 
of  paramount  importance,  I  will  venture  to  offer  a  few  sugges- 
tions which  it  seems  to  me  are  worthy  of  consideration.  As 
valuable  as  is  the  money  received  from  the  state  for  the  com- 
mon schools,  yet  in  some  of  the  districts  it  is  a  question  with 
me  whether  it  does  not  produce  a  paralyzing  influence  upon 
parents  and  guardians,  in  putting  forth  any  exertions  to  afford 
any  additional  means  for  school  purposes,  though  they  may  pos- 
sess the  ability.  The  plan  of  allowing  each  district  to  make  use 
of  the  funds  received  from  the  state,  and  the  town  tax,  to 
sustain  a  free  school  in  the  district  so  far  as  it  will  go,  and 
then  closing  the  school  house  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  is  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  education.  Each  district  ought  to  be 
required  by  law  to  keep  a  school  a  certain  number  of  months 
each  year,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  donation  from 
the  state.  The  state  of  New  York  requires  that  a  school 
shall  be  kept  eight  months  in  a  year  in  order  to  be  entitled  to 
the  public  money. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  establishing  of  schools  of  a  higher 
grade  throughout  the  state,  should  not  some  inducements  be 
held  out  by  the  legislature,  by  affording  such  schools  their 
full  quota  of  the  public  funds. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  the  advance  which  has  been  made  in 
educational  facilities,  within  the  last  six  or  eight  years  through- 
out the  state  ;  and  I  most  sincerely  desire  that  they  may  be 
increased,  until  the  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  be  excelled  by 
none  in  the  Union.     Why  not  ? 

It  is  no  small  effort  to  collect  the  funds  from  the  township 
collector — could  not  some  way  be  devised  to  relieve  the  town 
superintendent. 

My  statistical  report  is  as  near  correct  as  I  am  able  to  fur- 
nish.    It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  trustees  of  each  district  were 


required  by  law  to  furnish  the  town  superintendent  with  a  full 
report  of  all  the  items  required,  by  the  first  of  each  Decem- 
ber, there  would  be  more  correctness  in  getting  at  a  correct 
report.  A  change  of  teachers  or  an  absence  of  teachers  at 
the  time  when  the  report  is  required  is  sometimes  embarras- 
sing. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  HOWE, 

Superintendent. 


PATERSON. 

Our  schools  have  prospered  the  past  year.  We  have  erec- 
ted a  large  school  edifice  capable  of  receiving  nine  hundred 
pupils,  and  yet  feel  the  want  of  suitable  accommodation,  and 
find  it  necessary  to  erect  others. 

The  state  might  assist  much  by  having  a  series  of  plans  of 
school  edifices,  &c.,  (to  submit  to  the  several  districts)  having 
reference  to  neatness  of  appearance,  ventilation,  heating,  fur- 
nishing, <fcc.,  on  the  most  approved  and  economical  plan. 

Our  schools  are  graded — as  primary,  intermediate,  and 
grammar  or  high  schools.  In  the  primary  and  intermediate, 
pupils  are  instructed  in  the  elementary  branches,  and  in  the 
grammar  schools  they  are  carried  through  all,  including  the 
higher  branches  of  a  thorough  English  education. 

We  have  competent,  faithful,  and  energetic  teachers,  and 
studious  and  orderly  pupils,  who  reflect  much  credit  on  their 
teachers.  v 

The  common  school  system,  with  us,  works  admirably.  It 
brings  together  all  characters,  and  the  action  of  mind  against 
mind  influences  all  to  excel. 

We  will  be  happy  to  rceive  a  visit  from  you,  when  we  hope 
to  please  you  by  an  examination  of  our  school. 

ANDREW  DERROM, 

Superintendent. 
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UPPER    ALLOWAYS    CREEK. 

Accompanying  my  report  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  respec- 
ting our  public  schools.  As  far  as  I  can  perceive  they  are 
doing  a  great  deal  of  good.  There  are  a  great  many  children 
that  receive  an  education  that  would  not  under  the  old  system, 
and  consequently  that  will  fit  them  better  for  all  kinds  of 
business,  which  they  would  not  get  if  our  public  schools  were 
not  in  existence.  We  have  some  districts  which  have  but  a 
few  scholars  in  them,  being  so  thinly  populated,  that  they  have 
to  employ  persons  at  a  low  salary,  consequently  they  cannot 
have  as  competent  teachers,  and  the  results  you  as  well  as  the 
state  are  aware  of.  The  only  hope  (and  that  I  have  expressed 
before),  is  for  this  present  legislature  to  frame  a  differeftt  school 
law,  establishing  free  schools  throughout  the  state,  and  then 
with  that  system,  and  the  assistance  of  the  normal  school,  in 
a  very  few  years  we  could  be  able  to  compete  with  any  of  our 
sister  states  in  education  and  moral  reform. 

GEO.  REMSTER,  Jr. 
Superintendent. 

UPPER    PITTSGROVE. 

In  the  township  of  Upper  Pittsgrove  are  eight  school  dis- 
tricts, and  parts  of  five  others,  which,  being  attached  to  dis- 
tricts in  an  adjoining  county,  are  embraced  within  their  juris- 
diction and  report. 

There  have  been  some  indications  of  educational  enterprise 
in  parts  of  the  township  during  the  year.  Those  residing  in 
district  number  one,  have  manifested  a  laudible  ambition  by 
contributing  liberally  of  their  money  towards  the  building  of  a 
new  school  house.  It  is  large  and  convenient,  and  in  a  for- 
ward state  of  completion  for  the  winter  session. 
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In  districts  number  two  and  three  there  is  considerable  acti- 
vity in  the  cause  of  education.  They  are  the  largest  districts 
in  the  township,  and  their  schools  are  in  session  most  of  the 
year.  The  people  wish  competent  and  permanent  teachers, 
and  they  hope  thereby  to  secure  efficiency  and  stability  in  the 
schools.  Accordingly  the  trustees  have  advanced  the  pay  of 
the  teachers,  and  by  constant  vigilance  have  elevated  the 
character  of  the  schools. 

Districts  number  four  and  eight  have  with  spirit,  for  most  of 
the  year,  maintained  their  respective  schools. 

The  condition  of  the  three  remaining  districts  on  the  subject 
of  education  is  that  of  extreme  apathy.  They  hardly  main- 
tain a  good  school  for  one  quarter  in  the  year.  So  indifferent 
are  the  people  that  they  often  fail  to  regard  the  trustee  elec- 
tion notice  and  of  course  have  none.  Thus  the  schools  and 
the  children  are  virtually  abandoned.  How  can  such  parents 
expect  to  find  that  interest,  ambition  and  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity in  the  teacher,  on  which  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties 
depend. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  will  have  been  received  of  the 
interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  two  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  eighty  two  cents  ;  from  the  state  school  fund,  two  hundred 
and  ninety  seventy  dollars  and  sixty  five  cents  ;  from  the  tax 
of  the  township,  six  hundred  dollars  ;  and  from  the  former 
superintendent,  two  hundred  and  twenty  two  dollars  and  sixty 
five  cents;  making  a  sum  total  of  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty 
three  dollars  and  two  cents,  to  be  devoted  to  purposes  of  edu- 
cation. This  apportioned  is  two  dollars  six  cents  and  seven 
mills,  enough  for  one  term  of  tuition  to  each  child  in  the  town- 
ship. Already  seven  hundred  and  twenty  three  dollars  and 
twelve  cents,  of  the  above,  has  been  received,  and  five  hun- 
dred dollars  expended  in  the  payment  of  teachers'  salaries. — 
Four  districts  each  draws  nearly  enough  to  sustain  a  free 
school  for  two  quarters  in  the  year,  any  dificit  being  assessed 
directly  to  the  patrons  of  the  school. 

There  are  in  the  township  six  hundred  and  forty  children 
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within  the  age  prescribed  by  law.  Of  these  about  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  attend  school  in  winter,  and  only  about  half 
the  number  in  summer.  In  the  absence  of  proper  school  regis- 
ters, and  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  of  any  reports,  I 
regret  my  inability  to  teturn  the  number  who  have  attended 
school  for  three,  six  or  nine  months  ;  or  to  report  the  number 
who  are  engaged  in  the  several  branches  of  study.  And  as 
in  three  of  the  districts  there  have  been  no  schools,  we  have 
no  means  of  determining  their  precise  condition.  In  our 
schools  are  taught  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geog- 
raphy, grammar  and  often  history.  Some  fifteen  teachers  have 
been  employed,  of  whom  five  were  women  and  ten  men ;  the 
latter  are  generally  preferred  for  the  fall  and  winter  terms  at 
an  average  salary  of  seventy  dollars ;  whereas,  the  former 
usually  teach  in  summer  at  an  average  salary  of  fifty  dollars. 
The  number  of  months  in  which  there  has  been  school  on  an 
average  in  all  the  districts  is  about  five.  The  cost  of  tuition 
usually  is  two  dollars  per  quarter  of  sixty  six  days,  or  three 
cents  a  day  for  each  child  ;  but  in  some  instances  four  cents 
have  have  been  paid  with  satisfaction. 

An  increase  of  salary  furnishes  our  trustees  with  the  most 
available  means  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  community,  for 
necessarily  competent  teachers  must  have  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent for  their  services  or  they  cannot  be  obtained.  One  appli- 
cant from  this  township  has  been  received  in  the  state  normal 
school.  No  other  applications  have  been  made.  It  would 
seem  at  present  that  the  enterprise  is  too  new  and  far  removed 
from  the  people  to  enlist  their  sympathies. 

Our  school  houses  are  all  frame  buildings  of  one  room. — 
Five  of  them  are  in  tolerable  condition,  and  three  hardly  fit 
for  use.  The  external  aspect  of  all  being  better  than  their 
interior  finish  and  arrangement.  In  both  quantity  and  quality 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  seats,  desks,  blackboards,  maps,  globes, 
and  other  appropriate  fixtures  of  a  school-room. 

In  our  larger  districts  there  is  great  diflSculty,  in  winter,  in 
furnishing  the  pupils  with  the  necessary  seats,  desks  and  room, 
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and  still  more  in  supplying  the  instruction  and  attention  that 
the  improvement  of  each  demands.  By  the  pressure  of  the 
most  advanced  scholars,  the  younger  ones  lose  most  of  their 
previous  acquisitions  in  a  round  of  hasty  recitations.  To  rem- 
edy this,  let  there  be  two  distinct  rooms  for  seperate  instruc- 
tors. In  this  way,  by  a  small  advance  of  salary,  both  depart- 
ments could  be  successfully  carried  on,  and  the  interests  of  our 
primary  and  more  advanced  scholars  be  permanently  enhanced. 
Aptness  to  teach  is  what  our  teachers  most  need,  the  method 
of  teaching  and  governing  their  pupils  being  oftener  subjects 
of  complaint  than  what  is  or  is  not  taught.  To  reduce  the 
art  of  teaching  to  a  uniform  system,  is  one  grand  object  of  the 
county  teacher's  association,  wherein  each  member  avails  him- 
self of  the  joint  experience,  observation  and  reflection  of  all; 
Although  in  its  infancy  it  has  aroused  a  spirit  of  inquiry  that 
indicates  the  most  distinguished  results. 

There  is  great  want  of  established,  uniform  text  books,  in 
our  district  schools.  This  originates  with  the  trustees,  for  the 
•wholesome  provisions  of  the  law  on  this  point  are  entirely 
useless  from  the  failure  to  execute  them.  This  neglect  of  text 
books,  and  the  quarterly  exchange  of  teachers  are  serious  evils 
demanding  prompt  reformation.  As  also,  most  of  the  popular 
dissatisfaction  that  obtain  against  the  school  law  derives  its 
countenance  and  force  from  the  failure  to  execute  it,  and  not 
from  the  imperfections  of  the  law  itself.  All  of  which  is  res- 
pectively submitted. 

E.  L.  L.  SHEPPARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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BEDMINSTER  TOWNSHIP. 

We  have  county  examiners  by  whom  our  teachers  are  li- 
censed. There  are  no  free  schools  in  this  township.  Out  of 
ten  districts  only  six  have  teachers,  of  whom  one  is  a  native, 
the  balance  from  the  eastern  states. 

I  could  not  induce  any  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  nor- 
mal school. 

The  plan  of  sending  a  number  of  candidates,  from  whom  a 
selection  is  to  be  made  seems  objectionable.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  give  the  right  of  selection  to  the  people  ? 

The  normal  school  is  unattainable  to  indigent  youth. 
Doubtless  if  provision  was  made  for  this  class,  many  a  poor 
boy  would  struggle  hard  to  prepare  himself  for  admission,  and 
become  an  efficient  laborer  in  the  great  cause  of  education. 

BENJAMIN  STOUT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BERNARDS. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  schools  in  this  township  have 
been  conducted  with  a  good  degree  of  efficiency  during  the 
present  year.  The  attendance  has  been  good  on  the  whole, 
though  some  districts  have  fallen  much  behind  others.  Par- 
ents and  guardians  seem  to  be  improving  though  slowly,  in 
their  ideas  of  the  importance  of  having  good  schools.  They 
have  been  willing  to  pay  in  most  of  the  schools,  larger  sala- 
ries to  the  teachers  than  formerly,  and  as  a  consequence  have 
secured  better  instructors.  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary, 
furnished  by  the  state,  has  been  placed  in  all  the  schools,  ^ 

JOHN  C.  RANKIN, 

Town  Svperintendent. 
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BBANCHBURG. 

Accurate  statistical  information  cannot  be  obtained  because 
teachers  do  not  record  and  leave  in  possession  of  the  schools 
they  teach  such  registry.  In  order  to  obviate  this  difl&culty, 
we  think  the  law  should  make  it  obligatory  on  teachers  or 
trustees,  to  render  annually  to  the  superintendents  a  correct 
report  of  attendance. 

We  have  a  county  board  who  examine  teachers,  teachers' 
association,  teachers'  institutes,  and  a  state  normal  school,  all 
of  which  d'o  and  will  conspire  to  exert  a  very  salutary  influ- 
ence. 

What  we  now  conceive  to  constitute  the  principal  barrier  to 
a  thorough  disseminatiorp  of  common  school  education,  is  first 
— a  want  of  proper  appreciation  of  its  value  and  importance 
by  parents  and  employers,  many  of  whom,  to  the  detriment  of 
of  their  children  and  their  own  discredit,  never  visit  the  school 
room.  Secondly,  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  free  schools, 
established  and  sustained  by  the  state.  Such  a  system  we  be- 
lieve would  be  satisfactory  and  permanent,  and  is  demanded 
by  the  rising  generation.  Raising  money  at  town  meetings 
for  school  purposes,  is  attended  with  much  strife  and  opposi- 
tion ;  voters  generally  voting  from  motives  purely  selfish. 

We  have  not  maintained  free  schools  in  any  of  the  districts 
during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  The  law  is  defective  in 
permitting  the  school  fund  to  be  appropriated  to  a  certain  pe- 
riod of  the  year.  It  should  be  equally  apportioned  to  each 
quarter. 

JOHN  COX, 
Tourn,  Superintendent. 

FRANKLIN. 

I  think  our  present  school  system  has  done  much  good,  and 
is  a  great  benefit  to  the  rising  generation.  The  people  begin 
to  feel  the  importance  of  this  "  great  subject,"  for  what  can 
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concern  them  more,  than  to  properly  educate  all  the  youth  of 
the  land,  that  there  may  be,  at  least,  an  "  equality  "  in  this 
respect.  But  that  there  are  defects  in  almost  all  systems, 
none  will  pretend  to  deny,  and  that  this  labors  under  some 
serious  ones,  all  can  see  : — the  way  of  districting,  works  une- 
qual in  many  places  ;  cannot  some  means  be  devised,  that  the 
children  may  be  allowed  to  attend  where  the  employers  see 
fit,  or  please  to  send  them,  and  yet  be  fully  entitled  to  receive 
their  apportionment  from  the  public  funds  ;  and  cannot  the 
time  of  rendering  a  report  be  changed,  to  be  sent  in  on,  or 
about,  the  first  of  the  spring  months. 

A'  great  difficulty  is  also  found  in  the  insufficient  supply  of 
teachers — competent  and  well  qualified — hence  arises  the  ne- 
cessity frequently  of  another  great  evil,  the  frequent  change  of 
teachers ;  but  I  hope  the  normal  school  will  be  the  remedy, 
and  that  we  will  soon  have  from  thence,  a  source  of  adequate 
supply,  and  that  this  institution,  now  established,  will  soon 
continue  to  furnish,  a  corps  of  instructors,  taken  from  among 
our  own  population,  who  will  take  the  places  of  the  itinerant, 
and  ever  changing  ones  of  these  days.  I  think  that  this  is, 
of  all  that  has  been  ^one,  the  greatest,  the  wisest,  and  best 
thing ;  "  for  how  can  they  teach,  unless  they  have  been  taught"?" 
I  also  look  forward  to  the  revision  of  our  school  Jaw,  for  to 
make  a  cure  of  the  existent  evils  of  the  present,  and  hope  that 
that  committee,  (composed  as  it  is,  of  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  wishes  of  the  people,)  will  entirely  remodel,  recon- 
struct, and  hence,  renovate  our  inefficient  system. 

For  this  district  of  the  state,  there  is  a  great  interest  mani- 
fested in  the  cause.  Several  new  and  improved  school  houses 
have  lately  been  erected,  which  stand  as  monuments  of  the 
zeal  and  liberality  of  the  people.  Our  teachers,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  licensed  from  our  board  of  examiners,  who  are 
the  only  safeguards  that  school  officers  have  to  avoid  employ- 
ing of  incapable  instructors  in  the  schools.  The  inhabitants 
vote  a  liberal  amount,  but  we  still  think  that  the  state,  from 
her  abundant  resources,  should  do  more,  and  that  the  whole 
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should  come  from  her  treasury,  without  any  special  taxation. 
Our  schools  are  generally  prosperous,  but  teachers  complain 
loudly  of  irregular  attendance  ;  this  is  a  crying  evil,  and  a 
sort  of  compulsory  force  should  be  exerted  by  the  law,  to 
require  the  attendance  of  scholars  a  majority  of  the  time. 
I  remain  as  ever,  JOHN  N.  HOAGLAND, 

Toion  Superintendant. 


WARREN. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  on  public  schools  in  Warren  Town- 
ship, Somerset  county,  for  the  current  year.  The.  report  has 
been  filled  according  to  the  best  information  I  could  obtain, 
a  majority  of  the  districts  keeping  no  register,  therefore  it  is 
impossible  to  procure  the  most  reliable  imformation,  as  direct- 
ed by  your  instructions,  (under  the  head  of  attendance  for 
stated  periods  of  time.)  I  am  persuaded  many  of  our  reports 
will  ever  be  incorrect,  unless  the  legislature  enact  laws  oblig- 
ing the  teachers  to  keep  a  register. 

Our  schools,  in  Warren  Township,  A-e  evidently  advancing 
in  education ;  they  have  been  kept  in  operation  longer — a 
greater  number  of  children  in  attendance,  than  any  former 
year, — our  teachers  well  qualified — all  have  been  examined 
and  licensed  by  county  examiners, — our  schools  all  free, — 
school  houses  and  play  grounds,  ample — with  one  exception : 
three,  and  two  parts  of  districts,  have  kept  schools  open  the 
entire  year,  with  brief  vacations — the  remaining  three,  six 
months.  An  increased  interest  is  evinced  in  our  township, 
and  still  greater  interest  would  exist,  if  our  trustees  were  ef- 
ficient men,  and  do  their  duty  ;  for  I  believe  no  circumstance 
tends  to  retard  education,  in  our  public  schools,  more  than 
inefficient  trustees.  [1  think,  when  they  are  elected,  they 
ought,  under  oath,  promise  to  perform  their  duty  truly  and 
faithfully.  Perhaps  t"he  same,  with  propriety,  might  also  be 
said,  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  town  superintendants. 
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We  have  no  difficulty  in  our  township,  in  raising  ample 
means,  by  taxation,  for  schools ;  but  some  of  our  districts  be- 
ing large  in  territory,  and  thinly  populated,  and  the  school 
money  being  divided  equally  among  the  children  reported — " 
each  child  receiving  his  quota — therefore,  some  of  the  large 
districts,  with  difficulty,  keep  school  over  six  months,  while 
the  more  thickly  populated,  are  able  to  have  schools  for  a  year, 
therefore,  woul^  it  not  be  just,  under  circumstances,  to  have 
the  township  to  be  as  one  district  as  regards  the  public  money, 
and  all  the  schools  be  kept  open  as  long  as  the  public  money 
last.  One  other  defect  in  our  school  law,  with  many  others, 
,  occurs  at  this  moment,  it  is  the  manner  in  which  our  school 
..taxes  are  assessed.  I  know  of  families  (of  wealth,  too,)  mov- 
ing into  our  town,  apparently  for  no  other  purpose,  than  that 
of  educating  their  children,  who  pay  neither  poll,  township, 
county  tax,  or  any  other — this  is  evidently  unjust. 

One  other  matter  I  wish  to  state,  though  it  may  be  deemed 
r  foreign  to  this  report — it  is  the  wretched  spirit  of  meanness 
that  actuates  our  trustees,  and  doubtless  others,  in  paying 
female  teachers  the  narrowest  possible  wages,  it  is,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  xmgenerous,  unmanly,  grudging  economy.  Wit- 
ness the  enclosed  schedule,  and  see  the  shameful  small  salaries 
paid  the  female  teachers  in  our  public  schools ;  it  is  positively 
disgraceful,  not  only  to  Warren  Township,  but  to  the  state. 
The  compensation  is  not  merely  inadequate  for  a  decent  living, 
but  falls  very  far  short  of  the  just  value  of  the  services  rend- 
dred.  Many  of  our  best  public  schools  are  taught  by  females. 
I  have  ever  recommended  our  trustees  to  employ  them,  in 
prefjrence  to  males — especially  during  summer  months. 

Who  can  too  highly  estimate  the  survices  of  an  accomplish- 
ed, efficient,  female  teacher  ? 

J.  W.  CRAIG, 
Superintendent. 
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BYRAM    TOWNSHIP. 

Herewith  I  transmit  ray  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this 
township  for  the  past  year. 

Our  township  is  divided  into  seven  districts,  all  of  which  are 
provided  with  good  and  comfortable  school  houses^  five  being 
stone,  and  two  frame  buildings.  According  to  the  last  enu- 
meration, we  have  four  hundred  and  forty-six  children  in  the 
township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen '  years,  of 
whom,  as  near  as  I  can  approximate  to  the  correct  number  in 
consequence  of  the  imperfect  character  of  the  returns,  about 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  have  attended  school  during  the 
year. 

But  one  of  our  schools  (in  district  No.  1)  has  been  kept 
open  during  the  whole  year  ;  this  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  trustees  dividing  the  public  money  into  four  portions  and 
assessing  the  deficiency  for  each  quarter  upon  the  scholars. 
The  schools  in  the  other  districts  vary  from  four  to  six  months 
duration. 

In  several  of  the  districts  the  trustees,  m  consequence  of  the 
indisposition  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  to  be  assessed  any 
"  amount  beyond  the  district  funds,  have  employed  teachers  for 
as  long  a  time  as  their  money  would  pay,  and  gone  on  and 
used  up  all  their  means  during  the  spring  and  summer  months, 
leaving  no  funds  for  winter  schools.  Against  this  plan  I 
have  urgently  remonstrated  and  advised  the  division  of  the 
funds  into  four  parts,  and  assessments  upon  the  patrons  of  the 
schools,  of  sufficient  amount  to  make  up  the  deficiency  needed 
to  keep  their  schools  open  the  whole  year  ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  this  advice  has  not  been  heeded  in  several  districts, 
and  the  consequence  is,  their  school  houses  will  be  closed  du- 
ring the  whole  winter. 

In  several  of  the  districts  I  am   pleased  to  report,  that  the 
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schools  are  well  attended  and  supplied  with  good  and  compe- 
tent teachers,  and  the  children  give  evidence  of  advancement 
from  time  to  time  as  I  visit  the  schools. 

We  have  no  county  examiners  in  this  county.  All  teachers 
in  this  township  are  licensed  by  the  superintendent  and  trus- 
tees. 

I  have  received  from  the],state  treasurer  seven  copies  of 
Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  have  distributed  them 
to  the  several  schools  of  the  township. 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  state  to  furnish  the  necessary 
blanks  for  school  registers  ;  to  be  kept  by  the  teachers  in  the 
schools,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  and  make  it  oblig- 
itory  on  the  teachers  to  keep  said  register,  and  receive  no  pay 
until  it  is  returned  to  the  town  superintendent,  say  monthly  or 
quarterly.  I  make  this  suggestior)"[in  view  of  the  difficulties 
existing  in  relation  to  procuring  the  necessary  statistical  infor- 
mation required  in  the  report,  as  to  the  attendance  of  scholars 
at  school ;  as  many  teachers  are  employed  by  the  month,  and 
keep  no  register  at  all,  and  others  will  not  devote  the  time  to 
keep  it,  thus  giving  the  superintendent  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing the  information  wanted  at  the|[close  of  the  year. 

E.  A.  REEDER,  . 
Town  Superintendent. 


FRANKFORD. 

The  state  of  the  schools  in  our  township  is  the  same  as  last 
reported  ;  perhaps  with  a  slight  improvement.  The  desire  for 
better  qualified  teachers  is  increasing.  But  one  of  our  schools 
has  been  raade][a  free  school  all  the  year ;  another  about  half 
the  year.  In  the  others  the  [public  money  has  been  used  to 
diminish  the  rate  bills. 

Should  our  trustees  comply  with  the  law,  literally,  and 
make  the  schools  free  as  long  as,  the  money  would  last,  one 
of  our  schools  would  be  free  twelve  months,  one  perhaps  nine 
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months,  and  the  others  from  six  to  four  months.  This  differ- 
ence is  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  size  of  the  districts. 
One  or  two  large  enough,  the  others  altogether  too  small. 
This  is  a  difficulty  which  cannot  easily  be  remedied  by  the  su- 
perintendent and  calls  for  legislation. 

In  filling  up  the  blank  for  the  attendance  of  the  scholars, 
I  feel  the  need  of  statistics  on  which  I  can  rely.  To  remedy 
this  defect,  I  think  every  district  should  be  furnished  with  a 
book  in  which  the  teacher  should  keep  a  careful  record  of  the 
attendance  of  the  children,  and  from  which  the  superintendent 
might  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  statistics. 

ALFRED  KETCHAM. 

Town  Superintendent. 


GREENE. 

Free  schools  have  been  maintained  throughout  this  township 
until  the  first  of  last  April,  and  in  one  district  throughout  the 
year.  During  the  summer  and  fall,  schools  have  been  sup- 
ported by  subscription  aided  by  the  school  money  derived  from 
the  state.  No  school  money  was  raised  by  taxation  in  this 
township  last  spring.  The  present  defective  system  of  raising 
school  money  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  requirements  of 
the  present  condition  of  our  common  schools.  Whilst  it  sat- 
isfies the  one  it  dissatisfies  the  other  ;  creating  discord  instead 
of  harmony.  There  seems  to  be  a  greater  lack  of  interest  in 
the  cause  of  education  than  money.  We  find  men  who  use 
both  their  voice  and  vote  toward  the  raising  of  money  by  tax- 
ation, so  grossly  negligent  of  the  welfare  of  their  children,  as 
to  neglect  sending  them  regularly  to  school,  even  though  they 
are  educated  without  expense. 

The  teachers'  institute  of  this  county  was  promptly  organ- 
ized and  held  with  an  increased  attendance.  Many  new  mem- 
bers were  present,  expressing  themselves  highly  gratified  with 
the  pleasant  and  profitable  exercises.     The  intent  and  object 
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of  said  institute  is  becoming  better  known  and  more  apprecia- 
ted. Mutual  intercourse,  aided  by  the'  more  experienced 
teacher,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  important  means  by 
which  to  improve  and  systemize  our  common  schools.  The 
young  and  inexperienced,  too  conscious  of  their  inability,  hes- 
itating to  associate  with  those  of  more  experience,  fearing 
that  criticism  rather  than  the  acquirement  of  professional 
knowledge  was  the  object  intended,  learning  the  real  object 
desired,  speak  warmly  in  its  favor  ;  they  learn  too,  to  know 
each  other,  and  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted,  speak 
unhesitatingly  of  the  common  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
Thus  the  united  skill  and  experience  of  all  are  made  servicable 
for  the  benefit  of  each,  thereby  causing  order  and  system  con- 
nected with  theory  and  practice,  to  take  the  place  of  confusion 
and  chance. 

Whilst  teachers  are  thus  better  fitting  themselves  for  the 
business  in  which  they  are  engaged,  parents  should  not  be 
idle.  Much  remains  for  them  to  do  which  would  greatly  en- 
courage and  assist  the  teacher  in  his  arduous  and  responsible 
duties.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  essentials  to  be  pro- 
vided by  the  parent,  and  which  are  inseparable  to  a  system- 
atical course  of  instruction  : 

A  commodious  and  comfortable  school  room,  properly  ven- 
tilated, built  with  reference  to  the  number  of  scholars  to  be 
accommodated,  giving  ample  room  to  each,  furnished  with 
seats  and  desks  best  adapted  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the 
scholar,  physically  as  well  as  mentally,  and  arranged  so  as  to 
be  most  convenient  to  the  teacher  in  classifying  and  governing 
his  school,  together  with  blackboard,  book  case,  &c. 

A  uniformity  of  the  proper  text  booksj;  such  uniformity 
should  be  as  widely  extended  as  possible,  in  order  to  meet  the 
wants  of  transient  scholars.  A  frequent  change  of  school 
books,  if  properly  selected  at  first,  is  but  a  waste  of  time. 

A  school  register. 

Regular  attendance. 
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And  a  permanent  teacher  who  possesses  both  the  ability 
and  disposition  to  do  honor  to  his  profession. 

Parents  and  guardians  should  be  sufficiently  interested  in  the 
■welfare  of  their  children,  the  community  and  nation,  to  make 
it  a  part  of  their  business  to  co-operate  with  the  teacher  in 
establishing  and  perpetuating  a  thorough  systematical  course 
of  instruction  :  without  which  time  will  be  wasted,  money  ex- 
pended for  less  than  its  value,  and  legislation  prove  useless* 
"That  this  interest  on  the  part  of  the  parent  is  slowly  increas- 
ing, is  manifest  from  the  slow  but  steady  improvement  made 
towards  systemizing  our  schools.     Text  books  are  becoming 
more  uniform  throughout  this  township.     Three  old  school- 
houses  have  been  recently  repaired  and    one  new  one  built. 
Yet  a  lack  of  interest  is  manifested   by  the  irregularity  with 
"which  scholars  frequently  attend   school,  and  the  inattention 
paid  by:  the  parent  in  visiting  and   observing  how  schools  are 
conducted.     That  this  lack  of  interest  is  the  main  obstacle  to 
the  improvement  of  our  common  schools  must  be  admitted  ; 
yet  I  see  no  way  of  remedying  this  defect  but  by  means  of  the 
proficient  teacher.     We  want  teachers  who  will  make  it  their 
paramount  object  to  build  up  the  cause  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged— teachers  who  will  earnestly  strive  to  make  their  schools 
model  schools  for  others — teachers  who  will,  by  strict  atten- 
tion to  each  day's  exercises,  strive  to  make  their  schools  both 
pleasant  and  profitable  to  their  scholars,  thereby  ensuring  a 
better  attendance  ;  enabling  themselves  to  approximate  nearer 
to  a  systematical  course  of  instruction.      I  think  there  is  a 
sufficient  interest  manifested  in  this  township  to  sustain  me  in 
saying  that  the  proficient  practical  teacher,  when  properly  es- 
tablished, and  his  reputation   and  ability   known,  will  be  duly 
compensated  for  his  labor.     I  think  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
■when  good   teachers   will  command   good  wages  ;  but    good 
■wages  will  not  in  all  cases  ensure  good  teachers.     The  teacher 
(not  money  alone)  is  to  promote  the  cause  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged, thereby  rendering  his  services  more  profitable  to  him- 
self and  employers. 

T.  F.  HUNT,  Superintendent. 
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HARDYSTON. 

Our  schools  are  improving.  Parents  far  more  particular 
than  in  former  years  as  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions of  the  teachers. 

We  still  feel  the  want  of  well  qualified  teachers. 

JOEL  CAMPBELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


LAFAYETTE. 

As  the  most  important  part  of  my  official  year  is  to  come, 
and  the  cause  of  education  is  but  feebly  maintained,  my  statistics 
are  few  and  not  very  interesting.  Of  the  four  districts  in  our 
township,  two  are  at  this  time  without  teachers,  owing  to  the 
small  number  of  children  in  said  districts,  and  the  want  of 
sufficient  funds.  There  has  been  no  free  school  in  our  township 
since  the  commencement  of  my  official  year  for  want  of  funds 
to  do  so,  as  the  township  has  raised  no  money  for  the  support 
of  schools  this  year,  and  as  a  natural  consequence  bur  schools 
have  been  in  general  but  poorly  attended.  The  money  received 
this  year  has  been  two  hundred  and  sixty  one  dollars  and  sixty 
two  cents  from  the  state,  and  fifty  two  dollars  and  sixty  two 
cents  of  Thomas  Kays,  late  superintendent,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  twenty  three  cents, 
which  amount  is  divided  between  the  summer  and  winter  ses- 
sions that  all  may  be  benefitted  equally.  Three  teachers  have 
J)een  examined  and  licensed  according  lo  law.  One  small 
district  paid  the  teacher  ten  dollars  per  month  for  three  months. 
The  other  male  teachers  have  received  two  dollars  and  twenty 
five  cents  per  scholar  per  quarter,  and  females  have  received 
two  dollars  per  scholar  per; quarter.  Each  teacher  has  recei- 
ved the  amount  of  public  money  due  their  respective  district 
at  the  time,  and  the  balance  due  the  said  teacher  has  been 
assessed  on  the  scholars.     Examiners  for  the  county  have  not 
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been  appointed.  The  number  of  well  qualified  teachers  is 
small,  and  perhaps  will  become  smaller  for  want  of  competent 
support.  If  the  legislature  would  Jake  the  raising  of  school 
funds  out  of  the  hands  of  our  town  meetings,  and  cause  a  just 
and  uniform  rate  of  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  whole  taxable 
inhabitants  of  the  state,  it  would  obviate  a  great  many  discor- 
dant feelings,  and  in  the  aggregate  advance  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 

JOHN  M.  KALTS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEWTON. 

The  report  I  transmit  herewith,  is  believed  to  be  nearly 
correct.  The  blank  sent  me  was  not  received  in  time  for  me 
to  obtain  any  other  information  than  that  which  is  contained 
in  the  report. 

The  fourth  column,  purporting  to  contain  the  number  who 
have  attended  twelve  months,  contains  the  number  who  have 
attended  nine  months ;  and  over  the  fifth,  six  months ;  and 
over  the  sixth,  three ;  and  the  seventh  under  three  months. — 
I  think  it  quite  probable  that  not  three  in  the  whole  township 
have  attended  every  day  of  the  past  school  year. 

Five  districts  have  maintained  free  schools  during  the  whole 
year,  not  including  parts  of  districts,  where  the  school  rooms 
are  out  of  the  township. 

The  terms  of^  tuition  includes  one  parochial  school,  one 
female  seminary,  and  one  academy,  in  each  of  which  from  two 
to  three  teachers  are  employed ;  hence  the  aggregate  wages 
per  month  is  considerably  augmented  above  what  it  would 
otherwise  be.  I  think  of  no  other  explanatory  remarks  neces- 
sary. 

ALFRED  DILLISTIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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SPARTA. 


I  have  filled  up  the  report  as  correctly  as  I  possibly  could. 
But  one  teacher  has  reported  to  me  the  average  attendance. 
The  attendance  on  the  schools  has  been  considerably  affected 
by  the  loss  of  some  of  the  money  that  was  expected  from  the 
township.  A  part  of  the  money  that  was  voted  by  the  town- 
ship in  1853,  and  also  a  part  that  was  appropriated  in  1854, 
amounting  in  all  to  two  hundred  and  ninety  eight  dollars,  has 
been  lost — or  is  supposed  to  be  lost. 

There  have  been  no  examiners  appointed  by  the  county. — 
The  examination  of  teachers  has  been  attended  to  by  the  town 
superintendent.  The  eleven  teachers  named  in  the  report 
include  the  whole  number  that  have  been  employed  since  April 
last.     There  are  at  present  but  five  engaged. 

DANIEL  HIGBIE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


STILLWATER. 

In  the  inclosed  report  I  have  given  the  information  desired 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  to  get  correct  statistics. 

If  it  is  desirable  to  collect  these  statistics,  it  seems  to  me 
the  state  should  furnish  registers  for  the  schools,  and  require 
the  teachers  to  furnish  to  the  town  superintendents  an  abstract 
of  all  the  facts  the  state  superintendent  desires,  before  they 
receive  any  public  money.  The  districts  might  pay  for  the 
registers,  but  the  registers  ought  to  be  uniform. 

I  presume  the  information  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
school  districts  in  the  state  is  far  from  correct.  This  township 
has  always  reported  twelve  districts,  when  in  fact  there  are  but 
six  whole,  and  six  half  districts.  One  district  is  made  up  ia 
part  from  Greene,  two  from  Freelmghuysen,  one  from  Hardwick, 
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and  two  from  Newton.     These   townships,   no   doubt,    have 
reported  these  districts,  thus  making  an  error  of  six  districts. 

There  are  no  examiners  appointed  for  this  county  ;  and  the 
manner  of  examining  teachers,  is  not,  generally,  according  to 
law.  In  a  few  districts  the  trustees  send  the  superintendent 
word  to  come  and  examine  ;  but  the  examination  rarely  takes 
place  until  after  the  teacher  has  commenced  his  schobl.  In 
many  others  the  trustees  send  the  teachers  to  the  superinten- 
dent to  be  examined.  In  many  others  they  neither  send  the 
teacher  to  the  superintendent,  nor  do  they  take  the  trouble  to 
inform  him  when  they  employ  a  teacher.  As  a  consequence, 
trustees  often  employ  incompetent  teachers ;  but  having  em- 
ployed and  set  them  to  teaching,  they  will  then  overrule  the 
superintendent,  and  grant  them  licenses. 

No  doubt  it  is  a  good  plan  to  give  trustees  a  voice  in  licen- 
sing teachers  ;  but  ought  not  the  law  to  say  distinctly,  that 
the  examination  must  take  place  before  the  teacher  commences 
his  school  ?  If  this  were  so,  it  is  not  probable  that  many 
trustees  would  be  so  perverse  as  to  persist-  in  employing  a  per- 
son whom  they  know  to  be  entirely  unfit  for  the  business  of 
teaching. 

JOHN  D.  REYNOLDS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


VERNON. 

In  compliance  with  that  part  of  the  act  which  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  town  superintendents,  to  report  upon  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  schools  in^their  respective  townships,  I  here- 
with transmit  the  annexed  table  and  following  statement. 

The  amount  of  school  money  received  by  me,  since  the 
month  of  April  last,  which  was  the  commencement  of  my 
official  term,  is,  $1,656  71  cts.,  being  derived  from  the  follow- 
ing sources : — One  thousand  dollars  raised  by  the  vote  of  the 
people  of  the  township,  at  their  annual  town  meeting ;  six 
hundred  and  seven  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  state  and  surplus 
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reTenue ;  forty-oine  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  being  a  balance 
of  last  year. 

The  school  money  will  not  all  be  expended  for  the  objects 
■which  the  law  specifies  before  the  close  of  my  official  year, 
which  is  sometime  in  next  April.  Over  one-half  has  already 
been  paid  on  teachers'  wages,  by  the  order  of  the  trustees  of  the 
respective  districts,  and,  I  think,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
whole,  or  nearly,  will  be  expended  on  teachers'  wages. 

If  the  interest  generally  felt  in  the  cause  of  education,  is  to 
be  judged  by  the  amount  raised  by  the  township,  there  is  then 
the  most  gratifying  evidence  of  an  increasing  interest  in  the. 
cause,  for  the  last  two  years ;  for  the  reason  that  the  people 
of  the  township  have  voted  for  two  successive  years,  to  raise 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ;  whereas,  formely,  the  high- 
est sum  that  had  been  raised  by  the  town  was,  five  hundred 
dollars.  Complaints  frequently  arise  from  individuals  residing 
in  some  districts,  of  all,  or  a  greater  part,  of  the  money  due 
their  district,  being  paid  out  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
terms,  and  nothing  left  for  the  winter  school. 

To  remedy  this  injustice,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be,  I  would 
suggest,  that  where  the  fund  is  large  enough  for  six  months, 
or  more,  that  they  be  obliged  to  use  only  one-half  of  it  for  the 
summer  school,  and  the  other  half  for  the  winter  school ;  an 
amendment  to  that  effect  is  suggested. 

The  complaints  of  this  kind,  might  also  be  remedied  by  rais- 
ing our  school-fund,  by  an  additional  appropriation  by  the  state, 
sufficient  to  keep  district  schools  open  five  months  during  that 
part  of  the  year,  from  the  middle  of  spring  to  the  middle  of 
autumn  ;  and  five,  also,  the  remaining  part  of  the  year.  With 
the  amount  that  is  now  raised  in  the  town,  together  with  the 
state  and  surplus  revenue,  some  districts  are  enabled  to  keep 
a  free  school  eight  or  nine  months  in  a  year ;  but  the  compen- 
sation is  not  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  well  qualified 
teachers,  for  that  length  of  time. 

Could  the  district  schools  of  this  town,  be  kept  open  ten 
months  in  the  year,  and  during  that  time,  the  children  attend 
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regularly,  and  be  under  the  instruction  of  well  qualified  teach- 
ers, and^  these  children  be  provided  with  the  most  improved 
books  on  elementary  education,  I  think,  all  might  be  accom- 
plished, that  the  most  sanguine  friend  of  the  cause  could  wish. 
^Much  has  been  done  for  our  district  schools,  many  of  the 
scholars  Jare  well  instructed  in  geography,  grammar,  history, 
and  natural  philosophy  ;  the  study  of  arithmetic,  on  the  induc- 
tive method,  has  awakened  the  dormant  energies  of  many  a 
youth,  and  made  him  conscious  of  the  powers  of  his  mind ; 
but  although  much  has  been  done,  much  remains  to  be  done. 

There  are  teachers  who  are  competent  to  teach  geography 
and  grammar,  will  bear  an  examination  in  those  branches  ; 
yet,  for  [some  cause,  they  do  not  introduce  these  studies  in 
their-jschools ;  they  lack  the  energy,  the  address,  or  the  zeal; 
they  do  not  feel  interested.  If  they  are  employed  in  a  school 
where  these  branches  are  taught,  and  the  books  supplied,  they 
do  very^well.  There  are  five  districts  in  the  town  in  which 
geography  and  grammar  are  not  taught,  notwithstanding  there 
are  scholars  in  these  schools  sufficiently  advanced  to  pursue 
these  studies  to  advantage.  If  our  schools  ever  become  ele- 
vated and  improved  to  a  proper  standard,  it  will  be  accom- 
plished by  the  energy,  perseverance  and  zeal  of  well  qualified 
teachers. 

The  work  must  be  commenced  in  the  school  room,  these 
teachers  must  feel  their  responsibility,  must  appreciate  their 
high  vocation  ;  for  in  their  hands  is  the  destiny  of  these  youth, 
the  developement  of  their  minds,  the  moulding  of  their  char- 
acter ;  yet,  in  my  intercourse  with  the  teachers  of  this  town, 
I  have  found  some  ambitious  young  men,  who  chafed  under 
the  idea,  that  their  calling  was  not  duly  appreciated,  and  per- 
haps they  had  reason  to  complain,  they  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect better  things.  Visiting  schools  by  parents  and  trustees, 
has  become  quite  common  in  some  districts.  They  have,  upon 
my  visits,  come  to  the  school-house  to  witness  the  progress 
of  the  pupils,  and  hear  the  teacher  examined.  If  an  addition- 
al^appropriation  should  be  made,  sufficient  to  keep  our  schools 
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open  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  competent  teachers  employed, 
such  as  will  not  only  bear  a  thorough  examination,  but  in  ad- 
dition to  possessing  an  aptitude  for  teaching,  have  an  honest 
zeal  in  training  the  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  of  their 
pupils,  I  think  an  advance  would  be  made,  which  would  be 
seconed  and  carried  forward  by  the  people  of  this  town, 'by 
which  more  would  be  achieved,  than  has  ever  been  done  to- 
wards giving  every  child  a  good  education. 

SHARP  BACKSTER, 
,     Town  Superintendent. 

WANTAGE. 

-  In  obedience  to  the  law,  I  submit  to  you  my  report.  The 
number  of  schools  in  this  township  is  twenty-one,  and  a  part, 
all  of  which  have  been  in  operation  some  portion  of  the  time, 
ten  of  which  have  been  kept  in  operation  during  the  year, 
except  usual  vacations ;  the  remainder  have  been  in  operation 
from  about  four  to  nine  months.  About  one  thousand  scholars 
h^ve  been  taught  in  the  various  schools  in  this  township,  as 
reported  in  table.  It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  correctly, 
the  exact  time  of  each,  as  in  many  of  the  districts,  teachers 
are  changing,  and  leave  nothing  behind  as  a  guide,  while  in 
many  no  strict  record  is  preserved. 

The  price  of  teachers  vary  from  eight  to  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  month ;  or  from  two  to  two  and  a-half  dollars  per 
scholar,  inclusive  of  public  money. 

The  amount  ot  money  I  have  received,  is  as  follows : — three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  nine  cents  from  superintend- 
ent of  last  year ;  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  and  fifty-two  cents  from  state,  and  interest  of  surplus 
revenue,  all  of  which  have  been  apportioned  as  the  law  di- 
rects. I  have  licensed  twelve  teachers,  most  of  whom  have 
requisite  qualifications  as  teachers,  while  others  are  not  as 
good  as  might  be  desired. 

The  books  used  are  Saunders'  series  of  school  books.  For- 
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ter's  rhetorical  reader,  various  histories  of  the  United  States, 
Smith's  and  Thompson's  arithmetic,  Day's  afld  Davie's  alge- 
bra, Comstock's  and  Parker's  philosophy,  Comstock's  chemis- 
try.    Smith's  grammar  is  in  general  use,  Smith's  geography. 

Suggestions  for  Improvement. — Let  the  legislature  pass  a 
law  to  make  the  schools  free,  with  a  salary  to  each  teacher, 
sufficient  to  make  teaching  a  calling  to  be  desired  by  men  of 
talent  and  attainment,  and  we  should  soon  see  the  change  we 
so  much  need  and  desire. 

Two  new  school-houses  have  been  erected  in  this  township, 
this  year — one  at  ColevillQ,  at  an  expense  of  about  four  hund- 
red and  sixty-five  dollars ;  another  at  Wolf  Pit,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  each  of 
which  speak  to  show  the  interest  felt  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. 

Finally,  when  the  legislature  passes  a  law  to  make  schools 
free  and  equal,  and  the  inhabitants  of  every  district  then  ap- 
preciates these  favors,  then  we  shall  see  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion doing  the  thing  it  is  designed  to  do — dispersing  ignorance, 
with  all  its  curses,  from  our  midst ;  leading  us  to  know  our 
own  rights,  and  be  satisfied  therewith. 

Another  improvement,  much  to  be  desired,  is,  that  the  su- 
perintendent, should  have  the  privilege  to  license  a  teacher 
wherever  he  applies,  without  being  confined  to  any  district, 
setting  forth  in  the  license,  the  branches  he  is  qualified  to  teach; 
then  the  trustees,  of  any  district,  may  judge  from  the  license 
whether  the  teacher  having  such  license,  will  be  suitable  for 
their  respective  districts. 

JOSEPH  WINTERS,  Jr. 

Superintendent. 
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WARREN  COUNTY. 

FRANKLIN    TOWNSHIP. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  most  of 
the  schools  in  Franklin  township  are  making  improvement. — 
The  schools  will  be  kept  open  free  about  nine  months  the  pres- 
ent year.  I  received  from  my  predecessor  sixty  two  dollars 
and  three  cents,  being  the  unexpended  funds  of  last  year.  We 
have  received  from  the  state  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and 
seventy  six  cents,  and  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  one 
hundred  and  forty  eight  dollars  and  thirteen  ceuts,  and  the 
amount  raised  by  tax  this  year  is  one  thousand  and  seventy 
six  dollars.  The  "amount  from  other  sources"  in  the  report, 
is  the  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  teachers  are  all 
.  employed  by  the  month,  and  the  price  paid  varying  from 
twenty  to  thirty  five  dollars  per  month.  I  have  licensed  in 
connexion  with  the  trustees  eight  teachers,  during  the  last 
eight  months.  No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  for 
the  county  of  Warren.  We  are  expecting  a  change  to  be 
made  in  the  scool  law  the  present  winter. 

JAMES  VLIET, 
Superintendent. 


FREELINGHUYSEN. 

The  superintendent  is  desired  to  accompany  his  report  with 
such  remarks  concerning  the  operations  of  our  common  schools 
as  he  may  deem  proper.  In  compliance  with  this  desire,  I 
would  make  two  or  three  remarks  as  to  the  difficulties  with 
which  our  common  schools  have  to  contend. 

1.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  competent  teachers  when 
a  school  becomes  vacant.  We  are  particular  in  this  town  in 
this  respect,  and  I  can  say  therefore  th&t  the  teachers  we  have 
are  considerably  better  than  is  comftion  around  us.     But  when 
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a  school  becomes  vacant  we  find  great  difficulty  in  supplying 
it  with  such  teachers  as  we  desire.  The  normal  school  may 
in  some  measure  obviate  this,  but  only  partially,  in  my  opinion, 
because  it  requires  means  to  attend  such  an  institution,  which, 
many,  who  would  follow  teaching,  cannot  command.  If  those 
who  attended  that  institution  could  have  their  board  as  well 
as  their  tuition  free,  we  would  soon  have  an  abundance 
of  well  qualified  teachers,  fo-  all  would  then  have  an  equal 
chance,  the  poor  as  well  as  those  in  better  circumstances.  As 
it  is,  any  person  can  attend  boarding  schools  in  the  country 
much  cheaper  than  they  can  attend  the  normal  school ;  for  in 
such  a  place  as  Trenton,  board  would  be  three  or  four  dollars  a 
week,  while  at  country  boarding  schools,  it  would  be  but  two 
dollars,  and  in  many  places  less. 

2.  Another  difficulty  is  love  of  change,,  either  with  the  peo- 
ple or  teacher,  or  both.  A  teacher  has  hardly  made  a  com- 
mencement before  something  arises,  which  causes  him  to  leave, 
and  another  takes  his  place,  and  thus  one  does  little  more  than 
review  what  the  other  passed  over,  and  the  school  consequently 
makes  but  little  advance.  One  of  our  schools  has  had  already 
this  year  two  teachers,  and  may  have  two  more  before  the 
first  of  April.  Permanency  in  the  teacher,  I  consider  of  great 
importance  in  the  advancement  of  the  scholar,  and  parents 
know  not  the  great  injury  to  their  children  which  this  constant 
changing  produces. 

3.  Another  difficulty  is  want  of  proper  compensation.  The 
people  in  many  places  seem  to  be  unwilling  to  pay  the  teacher 
what  is  just  for  his  services.  The  consequence  is  that  when  a 
teacher  marries  and  settles  down  in  life,  he  is  compelled  to 
.seek  some  other  employment  because  his  salary  will  not  sup- 
port him,  and  thus  we  lose  the  benefit  of  all  the  experience 
and  knowledge,  he  may  have  acquired.  This  is  an  evil,  and 
unless  remedied  in  some  way  or  other  will  always  leave  our 
schools  in  the  hands  of  the  young  and  inexperienced. 

In  conclusion,  allow  rqe  to  remark  that  great  good  would 
result  from  lectures  on  education.     Let  the  state   appoint  a 


165 

competent  man,  and  pay  him  a  sufficient  salary,  and  let  him 
spend  his  whole  time  in  lecturing  on  education  in  the  several 
townships.  This  would  enlighten  the  people,  and  make  them 
more  alive  to  its  importance,  and  would  probably  remove  the 
difficulties  at  present  existing.  Then  would  they  probably 
look  upon  the  office  of  teacher  in  its  proper  light,  as  the  most 
important  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  save  only  the  office  of  the 
gospel  ministry. 

WILLIAM  C.  McGEE, 
Superintendent, 


GREENWICH. 

The  schools  of  this  township  are  all  with  but  two  excep- 
tions in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  well  attended,  averaging 
forty  scholars  each  the  year  round.  I  have  made  no  impor- 
tant changes  since  my  election  to  the  office  of  superintendent, 
in  the  system  of  teaching,  but  have  endeavored  to  employ 
teachers  more  competent  than  those  who  have  heretofore  had 
charge  of  our  schools.  I  have  rejected  about  as  many  appli- 
cants as  I  have  licensed,  and  find  by  so  doing  that  our  schools 
are  in  a  better  condition  than  they  have  been  for  some  time, 
and  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  so  improve  that  my  next 
report  may  be  more  satisfactory  than  any  you  have  received 
from  this  township  for  years. 

jDhn  sharp, 

•     *  Superintendent. 

» 

HARDWICK. 

This  township  is  divided  into  seven  district,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  two  scholars.  District  number  one  contains 
ninety  seven  scholars  capable  of  attending  school.  There  has 
been  two  terms  of  sixty  six  days  each  taught  the  present  year. 
The  number  of  scholars  attending,  about  thirty.  The  tuition  is 
11 
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two  dollars  per  scholar  for  sixty  six  days.  The  branches 
taught  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  geography. 
The  amount  of  money  received  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine 
dollars  and  twenty  six  cents,  and  is  being  expended  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  education. 

District  number  two  contains  thirty  four  scholars  capable  of 
attending  school.  There  has  been  one  term  of  sixty  six  days 
taught  this  year.  The  number  of  scholars  sent  is  about  twelve. 
The  same  branches  taught  as  in  district  number  one ;  tuition 
the  same.  District  number  six  has  fifty  five  scholars  ;  about 
twenty  attend  school.  There  has  been  two  terms  taught  this 
year.  The  branches  taught  are  reading  writing  and  arithme- 
tic. The  qualifications  of  the  teachers  are  not  what  could  be 
desired,  but  as  good  as  could  be  procured, — none  of  them 
qualified  to  teach  geography  and  English  grammar  to  any  great 
extent. 

I  have  visited  every  school  once.  The  inhabitants  generally 
manifest  but  little  interest  in  educating  their  children.  The 
school  houses,  however,  are  in  a  pretty  good  state  of  repair. 
Two  of  them  are  frame,  and  one  is  stone ;  each  having  one 
room  and  plenty  of  play  ground  attached.  The  spelling  books 
in  use  are  Webster's  elementary,  Saunders'  series  of  reading 
books  are  generally  used,  Davie's  arithmetic,  and  Smith's 
geography  and  grammar. 

Districts  number  three,  four,  five  and  seven  have  no  school 
houses  in  the  township,  but  are  educated  in  the  adjoining 
townships.  »     , 

ELIJAH  HANKINSON, 
^  Tovm  Superintendent. 


INDEPENDENCE. 

Enclosed  is  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this 
township.  Schools  are  now  open  in  six  of  our  districts,  and 
the  remaining  four  are  anxious  to  secure  teachers  for  the  win- 
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ter  session.  This  township  as  you  will  see  by  the  report,  is 
divided  into  ten  districts,  where  there  should  be  no  more  than 
six ;  and  owing  to  this  there  are  but  tvvo  districts  that  have 
been  able  to  keep  their  school  open  for  twelve  months,  as 
teachers  are  unwilling  to  take  a  school  when  a  part  of  their 
wages  is  not  secured  by  the  public  fund.  As  regards  our  pres- 
ent school  law,  I  would  say  that  although  it  provides  a  way 
by  which  all  may  have  free  schools,  yet  as  it  is  left  with  b 
majority  of  our  inhabitants  to  support  them  or  not,  as  they 
see  proper,  and  in  supporting  them,  to  place  an  additional  bur- 
den upon  themselves,  under  the  prese.nt  operation  of  the  law 
I  see  no  prospect  of  having  free  schools — or  at  least  not  until 
the  cause  of  education  is  made  something  more  than  a  mere 
matter  of  dollars  and  cents,  but  is  looked  upon  as  a  sacred 
duty  which  |we  owe  to  the  rising  generation,  and  for  which 
they  will  hold  us  accountable. 

WILLIAM  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


MANSFIELD. 

This  township  numbers  this  year  five  hundred  and  twenty 
eight,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  district  trustees.  We 
receive  fromj  the  state  and  surplus  revenue  together,  three 
hundred  and  seventy  seven  dollars  and  sixty  three  cents ;  and 
there  is  raised  by  tax  this  year  two  dollars  per  scholar.  There 
are  six  whole  districts  and  four  parts  of  districts  in  this  town- 
ship. There  are  four  schools  vacant  for  the  want  of  teachers 
at  the  present  time. 

The  schools  are  progressyig;  teachers,  as  a  general  thing,  are 
of  the  best  kind,  and  devote  great  attention  to  the  school.  They 
have'one_uniform  kind  of  boo^<s,  and  when  they  all  get  Web- 
ster's dictionary  unabridged  they,  will  still  be  more  complete. 
The  school  houses  are  all  good  with  the  exception  of  two. — 
There  are  two  new  ones  in  contemplation,    and  one  nearly 
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finished.  Not  more  than  one  third  of  them  have  play  grounds, 
the  rest  have  the  highway{for  it  and  intrude  on  their  neighbors. 
The  parents  do  not  visit  their  schools  as  much  as  they  had 
ought  to  do.  With  their  presence  it  would  animate  the 
teacher,  and  would  take  more  pride  in  it  themselves. 

JAMES  McCREA. 
^  Superintendent. 


OXFORD. 

In  the  statistical  table,  the  numbers  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh  and  eighth  columns,  are  the  average  numbers  of  the 
schools,  each  quarter.  The  tenth  column  contains  the  whole 
number  of  children  that  have  attended  school  during  the  year, 
of  which  number,  about  fifty  have  attended  but  a  ftiw  days ; 
about  sixty,  four  or  five  weeks,  and  forty-nine  about  two 
months. 

The  salary  of  male  teachers  has  been  thirty  dollars  per 
month,  and  the  female  teachers,  sixteen,  including  their  board. 

Where  the  public  money  has  not  been  sufficient,  the  balance 
has  been  raised  by  an  assessment,  per  capita,  upon  the  scholars, 
so  that  all  the  schools  may  be  said,  to  have  been  free,  or  nearly 
so.  In  one  district  there  has  been  no  schools,  the  district  be- 
ing engaged  in  erecting  a  school-house  ;  which  accounts,  in  .a 
measure,  for  the  large  portion  that  have  not  attended  school 
during  the  year. 

In  most  of  the  schools,  in  addition  to  the  elementary  branch- 
es, English  grammar  and  geography,  have  been  taught  with 
a  considerable  degree  of  success ;  and  in  one,  the  higher 
branches  of  mathematics  have  been  considerably  attended  to. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  this  township,  is  gradually  improving,  and  an  in- 
creased interest  is  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education.  That 
indifference,  so  long  manifested  by  many,  has,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, given  place  to  anxiety,  and  we  trust  .and  believe,  that 
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the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  our  schools  shall  attain  a  rank 
commensurate  with  the  importance  of  education. 

Many  defects  in  the  present  system  are  apparent,  some  of 
which  should  be  remedied  by  legislation.  The  want  of  con- 
venient school-houses  is  seriously  felt,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
legislature  has  made  no  provision  for  their  erection,  it  is  an 
inconvenience  that  must  continue  to  retard  the  progress  of 
education,  until  districts  are  compelled,  by  law,  to  build  suita- 
ble houses.  In  a  properly  arranged  house,  with  suitable 
desks,  the  burden  of  the  teacher  is  greatly  lessened  in  main- 
taining order  and  discipline,  inasmuch  as  evexy  scholar  knows 
his  seat,  and  is  not  interrupted  by  the  encroachment  of  others, 
by  which  confusion  is,  in  a  great  measure,  avoided  ;  and,  hav- 
ing a  place  by  himself,  for  his  books  and  stationery ,'they  are 
preserved  from  that  injury  to  which  they  are  exposed,  when 
all  are  allowed,  or  compelled,  to  place  them  together,  pro- 
miscuously. Old  fashioned,  dilapidated  houses,  of  which  there 
are  many,  should  be  replaced  by  good  ones,  built  in  a  proper 
form,  and  so  arranged  as  to  be  acceptable  to  both  teachers 
and  pupils ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object 
without  legislative  aid,  inasmuch  as  every  attempt  of  the  kind 
is  met  by  a  powerful  opposition  from  those  who  are  not  direct- 
ly interested  in  schools,. and  whose  parsimonious  ideas  will  not 
permit  them  to  contribute  to  a  cause  in  which  the  whole  com- 
munity are  interested.  •  I  well  know,  from  ray  own  observa- 
tion, that  where  a  house  is  properly  arranged,  with  suitable 
furniture,  a  school  will  make  double  the  progress  in  the  differ- 
ent branches,  that  it  will  make  under  the  disadvantages  of  a 
house  without  arrangement  or  furniture ;  and,  I  think,  that 
this  subject  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention 
of  the  legislature.  The  question  should  not  be  regarded, 
whether  a  man  has  or  has  not  children  to  educate,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  in  my  opinion,  all  should  be  made  to  contribute  by 
law,  regarding  it  as  a  wise  and  liberal  system  of  policy,  by 
'which  property  and  life,  and  the  peace  of  society,  are  secured. 

D.  D.  CAMPBELL, 
Town  Superintendent, 
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PHILLIPSBUEGH. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  the  annual  report  of  Phillipsburgh 
township  for  1855.  It  is  with  feelings  of  gratification  that  I 
call  your  attention  to  the  large  proportion  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  children  who  are  receiving  the  benefits  of  our  common 
school  education.  Of  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three  children 
in  the  township,  six  hundred  and  eighty  two  are  attending 

school.  .j»3{    ylj; 

Our  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined,  and  licensed 
according  to  law.  The  school  buildings  are  generally  in  good 
order,  and  the  schools  have  been  kept  free  during  the  year. 

JOS.  C.  KENT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PAHAQUARRY. 

Herewith  I  send  you  the  statistical  report  of  the  public 
schools  in  Pahaquarry  township.  It  is  correct  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge.  We  have  no  schools  in  Pahaquarry  township 
at  present.  I  suppose  they  will  commence  in  a  week  or  two. 
The  average  price  of  male  teachers  is  about  twenty  two  dollars 
per  month ;  female  teachers  about  twelve  dollars  per  month. 
There  have  been  no  examiners  appointed  in  Warren  county. — 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  were  none  of  the  schools 
in  Pahaquarry  township  taught  wholly  with  free  money.  The 
employers  have  to  pay  at  an  average  about  twenty  six  dollars 
per  quarter  in  addition  to  the  free  money. 

JOHN  ZIMMERMAN, 
Town  Superintendent 


REPORTS  FROM  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES,  ETC. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

To  the  Honorable  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  in  JVew 
Jersey : 
Sir  : — The  first  Teachers'  Institute  in  Cumberland  county 
was  organised  by  your  authority  on  the  twenty-second  of  Oc- 
tober, in  the  court  house  at  Bridgeton,  under  the  direction 
of  C.  C.  Hoagland,  M.  D.,  of  Somerset,  who,  unassisted,  con- 
ducted the  exercises  during  a  session  of  five  days.  Thirty- 
six  teachers,  whose  names  and  residences  I  transmit  to  you 
in  the  accompanying  pamphlet  of  "  Proceedings  and  Cata- 
logue," were  in  attendance.  A  few  trustees,  lest  their  teach- 
ers should  be  injured  by  "  new  fangled  notions,"  wisely  pro- 
hibited them  from  attending,  under  penalty  of  dismissal. 
The  time  wa§  occupied  with  exercises  in  spelling,  reading, 
arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  phonetics,  mental  arith- 
metic, lectures  upon  subjects  of  interest  to  teachers,  and  in 
discussing  methods  of  teaching  the  Tarious  branches.  All 
the  members  heartily  engaged  in  these  exercises,  and  were 
greatly  profited.  "Not  the  least  beneficial  results  arose  from 
the  teachers  themselves  becoming  pupils.  An  interest  in 
public  school  instruction  was  excited  in  the  community.  The 
most  influential  friends  of  education  from  different  parts  of 
the  county  attended  daily.  Educational  projects  received  an 
impetus  that  will  be  lasting  in  its  effects.  A  Teachers'  As- 
sociation was  formed  under  very  favorable  prospects.  But 
two  of  the  teachers  had  ever  attended  an  institute  before. 
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All   were  highly  pleased  with  this,  and  at  its  close  reso- 
lutions heartily  commending  institutes,  was   unanimously 

adopted. 

M.  F.  SWAIN, 

Secretary. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

Dr.  John  H.  Phillips,  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  : 

Dear  Sir  : — Having  been  appointed  by  the  Essex  County 
Teachers'  Association  to  render  you  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  last  session  of  its  institute,  I  proceed  to  perform 
the  pleasant  duty  assigned  me. 

On  Monday  morning,  March  26th,  1855,  the  institute 
opened  its  second  annual  session  in  the  high  school  building, 
in  this  city^  which  had  been  kindly  tendered  for  its  accom- 
modation by  the  board  of  education.  The  number  of  teach- 
ers in  attendance  was  large,  and  both  instructors  and  mem- 
bers entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  week  with  an  apparent 
determination  to  render  its  exercises  most  efficient  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Davis,  President  of  the  Association,  opened  the 
session,  and  introduced  as  conductor.  Dr.  C.  C.  Hoagland,  of 
Somerset  county.  Dr.  Hoagland  proved  himself  an  efficient 
officer,  giving  lectures  on  moral  training,  school  government, 
best  methods  of  teaching,  etc.,  and  securing  efficiency  and 
practical  character  in  the  exercises  generally.  Professor  J. 
B.  Thompson,  of  New  York,  reviewed  the  principles  of  arith- 
metic, and  succeeded  in  combining  philosophical  accuracy 
with  practical  bearing  in  his  treatment  of  this  most  important 
branch  of  education.  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  explained  and  illus- 
•trated  the  principles  of  elocution.  Dr.  S.  Congar,  superin- 
ttendent  of  schools  in  this  city,  who,  during  the  session,  man- 


1  'T'l 
1/0 

ifested  his  usual  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  sound  educa- 
tion, gave  a  lecture  on  the  same  subject.  The  structure  of 
language  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  I.  Peckham,  Pnncipal  of  the 
Newark  High  School.  The  science  of  phonetics  taught  by 
Mr.  S.  W.  Clark.  The  different  methods  of  teaching  or- 
thography were  explained  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Haynes,  afld  mental 
arithmetic  treated  of  by  Mr.  J.  Clark.  Impromptu  exercises 
by  other  members  of  the  association,  added  to  the  interest  of 
the  session. 

The  institute  continued  its  session  during  the  week,  with 
unabated  interest,  holding  three  sessions  per  day  at  nine 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  half-past  one  and  seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
finally  adjourning  on  Saturday,  at  noon. 

The  evening  lectures  were  delivered  by  the  following  gen- 
tlemen : — By  J.  L.  McKeen,  L.  L.  D.,  on  the  comparative 
cost  of  policemen  and  teachers  ;  Professor  J.  N.  McEIligott, 
on  the  study  of  language  ;  Professor  A.  Bigelow,  on  physi- 
cal geography ;  Professor  Lowell  Mason,  on  the  pestalozzian 
system  of  instruction;  and  Mr.  N.  A.  Calkins,  on  teachers' 
duties.  A  lecture  on  descriptive  geography  by  Mr.  D.  B. 
Scott,  and  one  on  astronomy  by  Mr.  T.  Harrison,,  were  also 
delivered  before  the  institute. 

Thus  ended  a  protracted  session,  in  which  more  than  one 
hundred  teachers  participated,  being  probably  the  largest 
assemblage  of  teachers  ever  convened  within  our  state,  and 
which  has  served  to  convince  us  still  more  deeply  that  next 
only  to  normal  schools,  and  perhaps  equally  with  them  at 
present,  the  teachers'  institute  stands  foremost  among  the 
means  of  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  the  state. 

Prior  to  adjournment,  resolutions  were  adopted  in  favor 
of  educational  journals,  returning  thanks  to  the  county 
school  authorities  and  board  of  education  of  Newark  for  fa- 
cilities afforded,  to  the  citizens  of  Newark  for  their  hospital- 
ity, and  to  the  conductor,  the  executive  committee,  lecturers, 
and  clergymen,  for  services  rendered.     It  was  also 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  deep  interest  manifested  du- 
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ring  the  present  session,  we  no  longer  regard  the  organiza- 
tion of  teachers'  institutes  as.of  doubtful  utility,  but  as  among 
the  most  eflScient  means  of  promoting  the  cause  of  education 
in  our  state. 

Resolved,  That  from  the  increased  liberality  manifested  by 
the  legislature  of  our  state,  especially  in  reference  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  State  Normal  School,  we  entertain  high 
hopes  of  the  future  triumphs  of  intelligence  and  virtue,  and 
rejoice  at  the  elevated  position  New  Jersey  is  assuming 
among  the  states  of  our  gloi'ious  union. 

J.  B.  STEVENS. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Phillips,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 
Dear  Sir, — Being  appointed  to  report  to  you  concerning 
the  teacher's  institute  for  Gloucester  county;  held  in  this 
town,  I  shall  now  endeavor  to  give  you  a  brief  report.  The 
institute  was  opened  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  of  Oct. 
by  a  lecture  from  C.  C.  Hoagland,  conductor  of  the  institute, 
on  "  the  object  an(;l  aims  of  the  Institute."  The  regular 
exercises  of  the  institute  commenced  on  Tuesday  morning 
the  sixteenth.  Th'e  members  of  the  institute  were  exercised 
principally  on  the  elementary  branches  usually  taught  in 
our  common  schools,  such  as  reading,  with  particular  regard 
to  articulation,  emphasis,  inflection,  defining  words,  the 
sounds  of  "the  language,  (or  phonetics),  etc.  Arithmetic, 
with  regard  to  rapid  reckoning,  mental  as  well  as  blackboard 
exercises.  (*eography,  by  topics,  as  mathematical,  physical, 
civil,  statistical,  and  map-drawing.  Grammar,  or  language, 
history,  orthography,  penmanship,  etc.,  all  received  some 
attention.  The  exercises  were  participated  in  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  institute,   and  were  rendered  interesting  and 
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profitable  to  all.  The  most  we  have  to  regret  is,  that  ^ 
few  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  offered.  Teachers 
should  not  absent  themselves  from  these  institutes  for  light 
and  trifling  causes. 

Lectures  were  delivered  on  each  evening  of  the  week,  on 
some  educational  topic.  On  Tuesday  evening,  C^  C.  Hoag- 
land  lectured :  subject.  Normal  school.  On  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, C.  C.  Hoagland  again  lectured.  On  Thursday,  J.  H. 
Phillips  lectured :  subject,  common  schools.  On*  Friday, 
Rev.  Mr.  Jarvis :  subject,  the  process  of  teaching. 

These  lectures  were  pretty  well  attended  by  the  people  of 
the  village ;  some  seemed  to  manifest  much  interest.  "We 
think  there  is  such  feeling  now  prevalent  upon  the  subject  of 
education  and  schools,  as  will  enable  us  to  sustain  our  next 
institute  with  much  greater  ease.  Eemember  this  was  our 
first  institute  in  this  county.  We  have  in  the  county  seventy 
five  teachers  employed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  institute 
next  year  will  be  more  successful. 

Respectfully  Yours, 

J.  F.  SILVERS, 
Secretary  of  the  Institute. 


MERCER  COUNTY. 

The  Mercer  County  Institute  was  held  in  Trenton  during 
the  week  commencing  on  Monday,  August  27,  1855. 

According  to  appointment  of  John  H.  Phillips,  Esq.,  State 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  the  teachers  of  Mercer  county 
met  at  the  Trenton  Academy  for  the  purpose  of  holding  their 
second  annual  teachers'  institute. 

Dr.  Hoagland,  and  Prof.  Phelps,  of  the  Normal  School, 
were  appointed  conductors. 

The  exercises  during  the  day  consisted  of  grammar,  read- ' 
ing,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  various  branches  taught 
in  our  common  schools,  interspersed  with  a  few  lectures  on 
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som^f  the  above  topics  :  also  on  school  management  and  ar- 
rangement. 

The  subjects  of  the  evening  lectures  were  moral  education, 
physical  geography,  music,  and  a  general  review  of  subjects 
collected  from  the  instructions  of  the  ireek.  The  lecturers 
were  Hon.  S.  S.  Randall,  superintendent  of  schools  in  New 
York  city,  Prof.  Phelps,  Prof.  Guyot,  of  Massachusetts,  Hon. 
Charles  Skelton,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Hoagland. 

The  greatest  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevailed  during 
the  session,  and  at  the  close  the  teachers  were  more  than  ever 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  necessity  of  such  organi- 
zations for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information,  drawing  out 
each  others'  sympathies  and  co-operation  and  mutually  aid- 
ing and  benefitting  one  another. 

There  were  in  attendance  forty-one  teachers. 

F.  BRACE, 

Secretary. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 

To  the  Honorable  John  H.  Phillips,  State  Superintendent  of 

Schools  : 
§  Sir  : — A  number  of  the  teachers  of  Monmouth  county  or- 
ganized themselves  into  an  institute  on  the  30th  of  July  last, 
and  continued  five  days  in  session.  Dr.  Hoagland,  of  Som- 
erset, was  chosen  instructor,  and  discharged  faithfully  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  him.  Instruction  as  to  the  mode  of 
teaching  in  the  various  branches  commonly  taught  in  our 
schools  was  given,  and  controverted  points  were  discussed, 
and  much  .valuable  information  thereby  elicited.  I  know 
that  at  least  one  school  has  already  felt  the  beneficial  effects 
of  the  lessons  of  the  institute,  and  I  believe  they  will  be 
felt  throughout  the  county.  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of 
the  names  of  the  teachers  who  attended  the  institute. 

R.  LAWRENCE. 
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To  Hon.  John  H.  Phillips,  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  : 
Sir  : — An  institute  was  held  at  Boon  ton,  in  accordance 
■with  an  invitation  from  the  citizens  of  that  place,  commenc- 
ing May  14th,  and  ending  May  19th,  conducted  by  Dr.  Hoag- 
land  and  Prof.  TVra.  F.  Phelphs,  now  principal  of  the  state 
normal  school.  There  were  forty-four  teachers  present. 
The  exercises  were  very  interesting  and  profitable.  Each 
of  the  three  great  departments  of  education — physical,  men- 
tal and  moral — received  a  share  of  attention.  The  exer- 
cises connected  with  mental  education  related  almost  or 
altogether  to  the  elementary  branches  of  reading,  arithmetic, 
geography  and  grammar  (including  orthography  and  ortho- 
epy, which  received  more  thorough  attention  than  etymology 
and  syntax).  It  was  shown  that  these  branches  may  be  so 
taught  as  to  develop  and  strengthen  the  faculties  of  the  in- 
tellect more  thoroughly  and  extensively  than  has  been  gen- 
erally supposed.  Clearness  and  precision  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  scientific  principles  and  facts,  and  rapidity  and 
accuracy  in  their  practical  application,  the  art  of  thinking 
properly  and  the  art  of  expressing .  thought  correctly,  were 
insisted  upon  in  the  lectures ;  and  methods  of  securing  these 
objects  were  illustrated  in  general  and  class  exercises.  The 
citizens  of  Boonton  entertained  us  with  great  hospitality 
during  the  week  of  the  institute,  and  furnished  means  of  con- 
veyance to  and  from  the  railroad. 

I  think  that  the  cause  of  education  in  Morris  county  is 
making  decided  progress.  Township  associations  exist  in 
Pequannock  and  Washington.  I  believe  that  these  organi- 
zations have  accomplished  much  good  in  their  respective 
localities.  A  majority  of  the  officers  and  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  county  association,  have  removed  from  the 
county  since  the  last  meeting ;  but  there  are  some  remain- 
ing who  promise  to  keep  the  ball  in  motion.    The  responsi- 
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bility  chiefly  devolves  upon  W.  C.  Pru(fden,  the  vice  presi- 
dent.    His  post-office  address  is  Morristown. 

M.  H.  DOOLITTLE. 

Secretary. 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 

John  H.  Phillips,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

Sir, — The  Ocean  county  teachers'  institute  appointed  for 
the  week  commencing  October  twenty  nine,  closed  its  sess- 
ions two  weeks  previous  to  date  (i.  e.),  November  second. — 
Owing  in  part  to  some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the 
time  of  holding  the  institute,  but  few  were  present. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Hoagland  conducted  the  institute  in  a  very  sat- 
isfactory manner,  and  also  addressed  the  people  on  Monday 
evening  on  "  teachers'  tools."  Tuesday  evening,  "  the  power 
of  the  pen,  and  the  art  of  composition."  Wednesday  even- 
ing, "  the  normal  school."  Thursday  evening,  to  a  larger 
audience,  the  subject  of  Monday  evening,  dwelling  more  at 
length ;  and  Friday  evening,  "  government  and  discipline  of 
schools." 

We  were  much  pleased  with  the  lexercises,  and  intend  to 
stir  up  the  teachers  in  the  county,  previous  to  the  time  of 
holding  another  institute,  so  that  no  one  shall  have  a  rea- 
sonable excuse  for  not  attending. 

W.  WALLACE  SWEET, 

Secretary. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  previously  made,  the 
Sussex  county  teachers'  institute  convened  in  the  court  house 
at  Newton,  on  Monday,  October  eight,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.^Mr.  Pettit.     After  singing,  under  the 


179 

direction  of  Prof.  H.  J.  Rudd,  Dr.  C.  C.  Hoagland,  the  con- 
ductor, delivered  the  opening  address. 

W.  D.  Castcrline  was  appointed  secretary,  and  the  names 
of  fourteen  teachers  were  enrolled.  This  number  afterwards 
increased  to  forty  nine.  The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was 
spent  in  an  exercise  in  reading,  led  by  thexonductor,  in 
which  distinct  enunciation,  and  a  careful  regard  to  emphasis 
and  inflection,  were  forcibly  impressed.  In  the  evening  the 
institute  joined  in  singing,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rudd, 
after  which  the  conductor  delivered  an  addresss  on  the  sub- 
ject of  teaching,  composition,  etc. 

On  Tuesday,  the  session  was  opened  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M., 
by  singing  and  devotional  exercises.  A  critical  exercise  in 
reading  followed,  and  then  an  exercise  in  rapid  addition,  as 
a  means  of  abstracting  th^  mind  and  fixing  upon  the  business 
in  hand.  Some  remarks  were  then  made  upon  the  best 
mode  of  teaching  the  English  grammar,  after  which  professer 
Rudd  gave  a  lecture  on  vocal  music.  The  remainder  of  the 
forenoon  was  spent  in  business. 

•At  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  institute  again  assembled,  and, 
after  singing,  engaged  in  an  exercise  in  phonetics,  under 
charge  of  the  conductor,  assisted  by  Mr.  N.  A.  Calkins,  of 
N.  Y.  The  conductor  then  addressed  the  institute  on  the 
proper  ventilation  of  school  houses,  and  management  of 
schools.  Then  followed  an  exercise  in  mental  arithmetic, 
and  another  in  spelling,  after  which  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon  was  spent  in  criticising  inaccurate  expressions 
which  had  been  noticed  during  the  day.  This  exercise  is 
called  the  "court  of  errors." 

The  first  half-hour  of  the  evening  session  was  spent  in  an 
exercise  in  phonetics,  when,  after  singing,  Mr.  N.  A.  Calkins 
of  N.  y.,  delivered  a  sound,  practical  address  on  the  "teach- 
ers' vocation,  what  he  ought  to  teach,  and  how." 

On  Wednesday,  at  nine  A.  M.,  after  devotions,  an  exercise 
was  conducted  in  reading,  so  as  to  illustrate  the  importance 
of  having  pupils  understand  what  they  read.     This  was  fol- 
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lowed  by  a  lesson  in  the  fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic, 
after  which  an  exercise  in  music  by  professor  Eudd,  suc- 
ceeded by  a  lesson  in  geography  by  map-drawing,  by  Mr. 
Calkins,  and  a  few  business  items,  closed  the  forenoon  session 

In  the  afternoon,  after  singing,  an  exercise  was  conducted 
by  Mr.  Calkins  in  phonetics,  followed  by  another  in  mental 
arithmetic,  by  the  conductor,  when  Mr.  Calkins  delivered  a 
lecture  on  the  classification  and  arrangement  of  schools. — 
This  was  followed  by  an  exercise  in  spelling.  Messrs.  H. 
Farrand,  G.  W.  HortoB,  and  C.  P.  Nash  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  resolutions,  and  the  institute  adjourned  to  7 
P.  M. 

In  the  evening,  a  short  lecture  upon  school  government, 
writing,  compositions,  letters,  &c.,  was  followed  by  a  lecture 
on  normal  schools,  their  origin  and  object,  by  the  conduc- 
tor. 

Thursday,  nine  A.  M.,  institute  opened  with  devotional 
exercises.  A  critical  lesson  in  reading  was  followed  by  an 
exercise  in  vocal  music,  when  Mr.  Calkins  proceeded  to  illus- 
trate the  best  method  of  teaching  this  English  alphabet. — 
After  a  short  recess,  Mr.  C.  conducted  an  exercise  in  written 
arithmetic,  and  took  leave  of  the  institute,  after  having 
received  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  his  labors  to  inter- 
est and  profit  its  members. 

In  the  afternoon,  exercises  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Hoag- 
land  in  phonetics,  mental  arithmetic,  and  spelling,  after 
which  the  teachers'  association  held  a  business  session,  and 
in  the  evening,  an  interesting  and  instructive  address  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Phillips,  state  superintendent. 

Friday,  at  nine  A.  M.,  opened  with  devotional  exercises, 
followed  by  an  exercise  in  reading,  in  which  the  conductor 
explained  how  an  almanac  may  sometimes  be  used  as  a  read- 
ing book  in  school.  The  German  method  of  combining  addi" 
tion  and  substraction  in  one  operation  was  then  illustrated, 
also  a  method  of  multiplying  by  beginning  at  the  left  hand 
and  a  short  method  of  performing  division  were  explained^ 
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Professor  Rudd  conducted  an  exercise  in  vocal  music ;  Dr. 
H.  answered  questions  in  reference  to  the  normal  school ; 
the  committee  on  resolutions  reported  a  series,  which  were 
adopted,  and  the  institute  adjourned  until  two  P.  M. 

In  the  afternoon,  exercises  were  conducted  in  reading  and 
phonetics,  and  an  oral  lecture  delivered  by  the  conductor  on 
writing,  geography,  school  gov(*rnment,  <fec.  In  the  evening 
professor  David  Cole,  principal  of  Trenton  academy,  and 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  state  normal  school,  delivered  an 
able  and  practical  address,  answering  objections  against  the 
normal  School,  and  urging  its  claims  upon  the  attention  and 
confidence  of  teachers.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
institute  were  then  read  and  responded  to  by  J-.  S.  Smith, 
and  W.  S.  Johnson,  esqs.,  after  which  Mr.  H.  Farrand,  in 
behalf  of  the  ladies  of  the  institute,  presented  Dr.  Hoagland 
with  a  copy  of  "  Downing's  rural  essays,"  as  a  token  of  their 
appreciation  of  his  services.  The  Dr.  made  a  few  appro- 
priate remarks,  bidding  farewell  to  the  teachers  and  this 
part  of  New  Jersey,  as  he  expected  soon  to  make  his  home 
in  the  west.  The  exercises  were  then  closed  by  singing 
"I  love  the  west,"'  <fec.,  and  the  institute  adjourned. 

WM.  D.  CASTERLINE, 
Secretary. 
12 
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32 

Harrington       "            .             . 

.    35 

New  Barbadoes  township, 

36 

Washington               " 

.     37 

•  Burlington  County. 

Bordentown  township, 

.    37 

Chester              «              .... 

39 

Eveshan              "         .             . 

.    40 

Mansfield            "               .... 

42 

Northampton     "          . 

.    43 

Pemberton         "               .             .             ... 

44 

Southampton     "           .            . 

.     45 

Camden  County. 

Camden  city,        ..... 

45 

Center  township,          .             . 

.    46 

Gloucester  "        . 

47 

Union           " 

.    48 

Water  ford  "        .             .             .             .            : 

49 

Cape  May  County. 

Cape  Island  township,  .  .  «  .49 
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Dennis                  "  ....            50 

Lower                  "  .             .             •             •             .52 

Middle                 *'  .            .            .            •            53 

Upper                  "  .            .            .            •            -54 

Cumberland  County. 

Bridgeton  township,  .            .             •            •            54 

Downe             '*  .             .             •             •             .55 

Fairfield          «  .             .            •             •            56 

Millville         "  .            .            .            .            .59 

Essex  County. 

Belleville  township,  .             .             .             •            60 

Caldwell         •'• 61 

Elizabeth       *'  .             .             .             .62 

Livingston      "'*  .            .             •             •             .67 

Orange            "  .             .             .     '        .             69 

Rahway         "  .             .             .             .             .71 

Union            "  ....            72 

Gloucester  County. 

Franklin  township,  .              .              .              .              .73 

Greenwich     "  ....             74 

Harrison        "  .             .             .             .             .75 

Woolwich     «  .             .             .             .79 

Hudson  County. 

Hoboken  city,  .             .             .            .             .79 

Jersey  city,  ....            82 

Hunterdon  County. 

Alexandria  township,  .             .             .             .84 

Bethlehem       "  ....            84 

Delaware         "  .             .             .             .             . ,  86 

Lambertville   ''  ....            88 
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Raritan  townshsp,        .  .            . .           .             .90 

Readington      "  ....            90 

Union,              "            .  .             .             .             .92 

West  Am  well "  .            .            :            .            93 

Mercer  County. 

East  Windsor  township,  .            .            .             .95 

Hamilton                  •'  .             .             .             .95 

Hopewell                 «  .            .             .             .96 

Lawrence                 "  .             .             .             ,             98 

Nottingham             "  -            ,            -            -     99 

Princeton,                '*  .             .             .             .            99 

Middlesex  County. 

North  Brunswick  township,         .  .             .            100 

Perth  Amboy             "  .             .             .             .101 

Piscataway                "  .             •             •             103 

South  Brunswick      "  .       ,     .            .             .       105 

Woodbridge              «  '.            ...             106 

Monmouth  County. 

Atlantic  township,  .             .             .             .107 

Freehold         "  .             ...             .             108 

Howell           "  ....       109 

Manalapan     "  ....             Ill 

Marlboro'       "          .  .             .             .             .112 

Upper  Freehold  township,    ,      .  .            •            113 

Raritan                     "  .             .             .             .114 

Wall                     «  .           .           .           ir? 

Morris  County. 

Chatham  township,  .             .             •             .       US 

Chester         «  ....             118 

Hanover       "            .  .             •             •             .119 

Mendham     "  ....             123 
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Morris  township,  .             .           .•             •       124 

Pequannock  "  ...      -•     ...  ,         126 

Randolph      '*  .             .             .             .        "    .'   128 

Rockaway    «  .             .             .             .             130 

Washington"  .             .             .             .             .130 

Ocean  County. 

Brick  township,  .         '    .             .             .             132 

Plumsted    "  .             ;             .             .            .       134 

StatFord      •'  ....             135 

Union        "  .'           .            .            .            136 

Passaic  County. 

Acquackanonk  township,       .  .             .             .       139 

Paterson  u                     ^             .             .             1 40 

Salem  County. 

Upper  Alloways  Creek  township,      .  .             .       141 

Upper  Pittsgrove  "        .             .             .             141 

Somerset  County. 

Bedminster  township,  ....       145 

Bernards             "  .             .             .             .             145 

Branchburg        "  .             .        *     .             .       146 

Franklin             «  ....             146 

Warren             «  ....      148 

Sussex  County. 

By  ram  township,  .             .             ..            ,             15Q 

Frankford       «  .             .          .  .      v      .       151 

Greene            "  .             .             ,             .             152 

Hardystown  "  ....       155 

Lafayette       '*  ....             155 

Newton          "  ....       156 

Sparta            "  .             .             .             .             157 

Stillwater      "  ....       157 
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Vernon  township, 

/l^'       . 

158 

Wantage      " 

. 

.      161 

Warren  County. 

Franklin  township, 

. 

163 

Frelinghuysen  " 

. 

.      163 

Greenwich       " 

»             •             .             . 

165 

Hardwick      .  " 

■  ♦            •             • 

.      165 

Independence  ^' 

. 

166 

Mansfield        " 

•            .            . 

.      167 

Oxford            « 

t            .            .             . 

168 

Phillipsburg     " 

. 

.      170 

Pahaquarry      ^• 

. 

170 

Reports  from 

Teachers'  Institutes. 

Cumberland  county, 

.            <            . 

.      171 

Essex                " 

.    ►        .            .            • 

172 

Gloucester         " 

• 

.       174 

Mercer               "         ' 

•            .            •            . 

175 

Monmouth         '• 

. 

.      476 

Morris                " 

.            .            .-            . 

177 

Ocean               " 

> 

.       178 

Sussex              '* 

*                                               1                                                •                                               0 
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